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A GENERAL 


BIST QRY 


OF. THE 


PLAGE 


(More Particularly the 


IRISH THEATRE) 


From its Origin in GREECE down 
to the prefent Time. 
WITH THE 
MEM OLRS of moft of the principal 
PERFORMERS, that have appeared on 
the DUBLIN STAGE, for the latt 
Firva# Years, 
WITH 


Notes, Antient, Modern, Foreign, Domeftic, Serious, 
Comic, Moral, Merry, Hiftorical, and Geographica), 
containing many Theatrical Anecdotes ; alfo feveral 
Pieces of Poetry, never before publithed. 
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EIFS OLN ERT ES RO TES 


Collected and Digefted by W.R.CHETWO OD, 


Twenty Years Prothpter to his Majefty’s Company of 
Comedians of the Theatre. Royal in Drury-lane, London. 


All the World’s a Stage, and ev'ry Man, and 
Woman, merely AGars. SHAKESPEAR. 
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D Pile. bowie 2, Ns 
Printed by E. RrpeR in George’s-lane, for the A U- 
THOR, and fold by Meffieurs Ewing, Wilfon, Ef- 
dall, and James, Bookfellers in Dublin, and Mr. Sw/- 
fivan in Cork, Mec 11x, 
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T O 


Davip GARRICK, 

J. Lacey, 

Joun R1cu, and 
THOMAS SHERIDAN, 


PATENTEES and MANAGERS 


OF THE 


THEATRES ROYAL 


I N 


Efquites, 


DruRrY- LANE, CovENnT*GAR- 
DEN, and SMOCK-ALLEY. 


GENTLEMEN, 

“AO your Cenfures I commit the 
| following Piece, fince you are all 
the proper Judges of my Tryal. 

If I am Condemn’d I fhall receive my 
Sentence without Murmuring, and if 
Acquitted, with fincere Thanks: But as 
every Offender would find fome Pretence 
to mitigate his Crime, I will only put 
you in Mind that I have march’d under 
all your Banners in many Winter Colds 
a 2 and 


ree 
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and Summer Heats, and given Proofs of 
my Condué?, if not of my Courage, and 
have difciplin’d fome of your Troops. 
Tho my Enemies have beat me to the 
‘Pit (as Brutus {aid) yet thank Heaven! 
‘ome few Friends have interpos’d, and 
prevented my falling in: there isa Con- 
foJation in Innocence, that is our beft 
Shield. 

{am bad at Compliments, but I with 
vou all the Succefs your Merits deferve ; 
Copy the Roman Rofcius (tho’ a Hea- 
then) while you Live,cand when you Die, 
it may be {aid of you as the Noble C:- 
cero (a) faid of that celebrated: Aor. 


(a) Every Perfon may not knowthat Marcus 
Tullius Cicero, and Rofcius, lived in the {ame 
Century, and were Cotemporaries, tho’ the 
Oratov was much the younger, and was taught 
all that Energy in his Orations he was fo much 
famed for by Roféius. Tully farvived him ma- 
ny Years. He derived his Line from Tullius 
Appius King of the Volcii, and took his Name 
from Cicer, a Chik Pea (or as we call them in 
Englaud, Vech) by having a Wart on his Fore- 
head which refembled that Pulfe. Thefe great 
Men (Cicero and Rofcius) flourifhed about the 
Year.of the World 3880, 60 Years before the 
Birth of Chrift, : 


you 


DEDICATION. 

Quis noftrum tam animo agrefir ac 
duro fuit, ut ROS CX morte nuper non 
commoveretur ? qui, cum effet fenen 
mortuus, tamen propter excellentem ar- 
tem, ac venuftatem, videbatur omnino 
mori non debuiffe. 

«¢ Which of us all would be fo unpo- 
¢ lifhed, and obdurate, as not to be fen- 
“ fibly moved with the Death of Ro- 
“ scrus? Who, tho’ dying in Old 
“ Age, yet his excellent Art, and{wece 
“¢ Manner of Deportment, influcnced e- 
“ very oneto wifh him Immortal. 

With this I End, and take Leave to 
fubfcribe myfelf, 


Tour mofe Obedient 
Humble ana 
RefpeL fut Servant, 
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T HE 


PREFACE 


PREFACE dS Part of the Habit to a 

! A Book, and no Author can appear full 

arefs'd Without it : tis a Cockarde to an Officer, 

a Nofegay to a Lawyer, a Patch or Fan to a 
Sine. Lady, or, a Ribbond to her Lap-Dog. 

If I fhould tell my Readers I am prevailed up- 

on with great Intreaties from my Friends, to 


‘Puoblifh this Piece, I foould embark with a Fal- 


foood (for it is my own Free-will, Att and Deed ) 
and I would willingly have my Readers believe I 
publifh nought but Truth, My Cargo is Genuine, 
aud t have taken up but little on Credit. 

If the good Reader foould find better Scraps of 
Rhyme than my own (which I prefume will not 
Le over difficult) I have given them diftinguifhing 
Marks, that there may be no Doubts on that 
Account, 


b Gia 2 
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Law, who has made my Caufe his own, H 
gives me great Concern [ am not permitted pub- 
lickly to own their unbounded Goodue/s and Gene- 
rofity, fince fuch Sterling Friends are but feldom 
met with by Wretches in Misfortune. 
_ Iam Unfortunate J own, but (as Oroonoko 
fays) not afhamed of being fo. J bear all with 
Patience, and Cheerfulue/s; which 1 find has 
occafron'd the following Flight of Poetry from a 
Friend. I know Authors often write to theim- 
felves, yet PU affure you, on my Veracity i 1s 
not the Cafe here; tho’ I muft allow a little Va- 
nity in my Compofition makes me wiliing to tim 
fert it. 


Integer vite Scelerifque Purus. Hor. Ode XXII: 


SAY Fair Content, lov’d Goddefs fay, 
How fhall I find thy foft Retreat, 
Where fhall I feek thy Halcion Seat, 

Or trace thy facred Way? ~ 


Love pointed ont a pleafing Scene, 

Where nought but Beauty could be found - 
With Rofes, and with Myrtles crown’d, 
And nam/’d thee for its Queen. ’ 


Delufion all! a fpecious Cheat! 

At my Approach, the Rofes fade 

I found each Fragrance quite decay’d, 
And curs’d the fond Deceit ! 


The PR EFA C E. 


At Courts'I’ve fought, where Splendor fhone, 
Where:Pomp. and’gilded Cares refide, 

Midft endlefs Hurry, endlefs Pride, 

But there, thou waft unknown. 


Yet inthe Captive’s dreary Cell, 

Lodg’d with a long experienced Sage, 
(With thee, thou Currown of the Stage) 
The Goddefs deigns to dwell, 


Integrity, and Trath ferene, 

Have eas’d the Labouis of thy Breatt, 
And lull’d thy peaceful Heart to reit, 
Midft Perfidy and Pain. 


A’ Soul tike thine difrob’d of Guile, 
In native Innocence elate, 

Above the keeneft’ Rage of Fate, 
Can greet 17 with a Smile. 


I would wifh with Horace, 
---- Nec turpem fenectam 
Degere. | 
To pals declining Years without Reproach. 


But that I fad impofible; Falfoood and Fraud, 
are the Produtts of the World, and grow fpon- 
taneous, But no more, than this, I forgive my 
Enemies; and foall ever cherifh the Memory of 
my Friends, I muf? ask Pardon for naming 
Mr. Barrington in this Theatre, and Mifs Bel- 
lamy, i# Covent-Garden, the Goodnels of them 
both have often easd an aching Heart. : 
oho 
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The Sah ce is ¢ pron: as old, asthe facred 
Inf{piration of the Marfe. Admir’d, «when at 
Nu te, 2 1nd even in its infant Prattle, Pleafing 
Born’ in Greece, and nourith’d at Athens. A 


merry Author fays in a Prologue, 


The (pis, the fir, » Profe flor of 
“Ab Country Wak es {uug Ballads 


And tho’ -Bacchits is allowed to be the Father, 
yet all Nations, By and UEOGEY efteem’d 
it to be a fober and imfeructive Entert ainment. 
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ne carly Stages, were indeed, no more 
sto native Furf, or ‘Sod: and what was. firft 


exhibit ‘ed, of a E lece, fimple Pattoral Songs, 


may be, home Truths, like the Zerre Fidius at 
f a 


O 

Oxy ord, or the blazoning Peccadillos of two 
opponent Members fetting up for the fame 
Burrough Yet from thefe Seeds of Satire, we 
owe a Javendl, Perfeus, Horace and Pe- 
tronius, and, indeed the whole.Race of Heroic, 
Epis, Dramatic and ‘Pafforal Poets and Poetry; 
your So andaes and Datsy/s, the Buskia and Soce, 
the Laurel and Bayes. 

From thefe Turf Stages, the myers fach 
as they were, mounted a Pas - fome fuch 
Vehicle, and began to travel Pag and Baggace, 
perhaps like the Picture of the Itimerants in 
Scarron’s Comical Romance. Hear what Ho- 


fac ¢ fays in Latin : 


Ignotuim Tragica gents deat je Camaenae 
Dicitur, €3 plau/tri is Vexif} ¢ Poemata Thefpis : 
Ove canerent agerenigu e peru fecibs iS OVA. 
Ei chy ae “ee tod Cis 11% eit pitlpi ita ep MS ; 
Et docuit magnumgque loiyit nitigue Cothurno. 


But for fear fome People may underftand as 
little Latiz as myfelf f, take the Senfe in the 
following ie 

a) Th sil be firft, that did furprife the Age 
With Trage He ne'er trod a decent Stage ; 

(2) The/pis, an early Poet and Player, born at Arbens. 


& ti 4 


of the STAGE. 
But in a Waggon drove his Plays about, 
And foowd mean antick Tricks to pleafetheRout . 
His Songs, uneven, rude, in ev'ry Part ; 


| His AGfors (mutted, and the Stage, a Cart. 


Next (b) Ai{chylus, did greater Art expres, 
| He built a Stage, and taught them bow to ares; 


rc 


In decent motion, he his Parts convey’ d, 


| And madethem look as great, as thofe they play’d. 


CreEECH. 


The firt Theatre in Athens was built by the 
Dire&tions of Anjchylus, at the Public Charge. 
It was a wooden Pile, yet very {pacious. Bu 
at the Reprefentation ot one of the Tragedies 
compos’d by Ae/ekslus, according to Suidas, the 
Building gave way by the monftrous Weight ct 
20,000 Spectators, and many were -kill’d and 
maim’d. To prevent fach fatal Accidents for 
the future, the City order’d one more magnil- 
cent to be ere&ted, entirely built with Stone, 
capable of holding half the Inhabitants with- 

ut the former Danger ; fome Authors fay of 
Marble, furpaffing in Elegance the Temples of 
their Gods. ‘It confifted of two Parts, the 
Scena and Cavea: The Scena, that Part which 
form’d the Stage, and other Conveniences be- 


et 


(b) A fchylus,a celebrated Greek Poet, an Zthenian. 
There are feveral Greek Tragedies of his handed down 
tous, and as Cafaubon imagins, many more loft. By 
fome Authors, he is fuppos’d to have been one of the 
Performers in his own Dramatic Pieces. ‘The learned 
Thomas Stanley, Efq; of Hertfordfire, has publith'd 
this antient Author in Latiz, with the original Greek on 
one Side, illuftrated with elaborate Notes, in Folio, 
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ging to it. Theupper Part for their Scenes 

Viachinery, which were generally flat Cur- 

with all the Variety of Painting 1g, let oc= 

nally down to vary the Profpeé&t, and ma- 

7¢ the Machinery, as Lee intimates in the 
: Ly of Oedipus, 


7 


O! that as oft I have at Athens /feex, 
The Stage arife, and the big Clouds defcend. 


‘The Cavea, was the Place where the Speétators 
were feated: The under Part of the stage 
was form’d for raifing any thing particular for 
the different Performan ICES, where were alfo 


placed the petal: Pubes for Thunder, and U- 
tenfils for Lightni ne and many other Conve= 


niences, seer dine o Grevius : 

With brazen Thunder, forked Lightning burl’d 
That blazing freanvd to fright the mimic World 
Phev had alfo diferent Thunder for good ot 
4 ; wo 7 os 

bad Gene. according to Atheneus : 


Au/picious Omen rends the Womb of Nigh 
wked Lightning fiafles from the Rich t. 
A 


Ti] Omen Ligh tnin ¢ bas the Welkin cleft, 
Ana V0 outta: g T/ re bellows from The left. 


Ic may well be ask’d’ by Numbers, if thefe 
Theatres were fo large and {pacious, what fort 
Cr 


OO er . ‘ a ‘ 1 $e 
Ot Teeatrical Performers uf thofe diltant 
Ages 


of the STAGE. F 


Ages produce, they muft either have Steniro- 
phon Voices, or their Auditors moft delicate 
auricular Faculties. No; in my Opinion, the 
Senfes of Hearing and Seeing were much the 
fame, as now ; but as to the Voice, that indeed, 
donbtlefs, wanted Affiftance, which to help, 
they had Coverings to the whole Head and 
Face, and over the Face, a Afask, witha 
Mouth only, to ftrengthen the Sound of the 
Voice; ia my poor Opinion, wretched Affift- 
ance! Where were the Eyes and Mufcles of 
the Countenance to command, implore, exult, 
upbraid, confent, refufe, and all thofe differ- 
ent Paffions that agitate’ the Mind, wherein 
the Eyes are the Index? Thefe Masks were 
made to cever the Head, as was faid before, 
adorn’d with Hair proper to the Character the 


- 


Aétor was to teprefent upon the Stage. _Ma- 
dam Dacier has given an engrav'd Specimen of 
feveral Masks us’d on the Roman Theatre, in 
her Tranflation of Terence, which fhe procur’d 
n an antient Manufcript of that Author's 
Works. The Romans tollow’d the Greeks in 
their Drania, fo we may be aflured thefe Helps 
came from Athens to Rome. But as the Voice 
was to be modell’d fo was the Perfon, there- 
fore the Cothuraus, or Buskin was invented, 
not like our modern Greek or Roman Buskin, 


but an Elevation of Perfon, halt a Yard or fo, 

to emulate the Size of Immortals, or earthly; 

Giants, and Heroes; like our wageifh Boys, 

appeafine upon Scilts, But the Cotfuraus was 

only made ule of in Tragedy to jlep ffately, for 
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are the fame of thofe of the Romans which they copied 


| from them. ‘They are ufed ih befiegin 
a City, generally 150 Foot high, and 30 Foot iq 


containing many Rooms in length, and height, capable 
~ of holding a large Body of Soldiers with Arms and other 
Engines, Ladders, Bridges to throw over the City Wall 
for the Soldiers to enter the Town ; and all this migh- 
ty Bulk put together in three Hours, as Gronovius tells 
us, with Wheels that could move it forward er back 
by Men to fhove. or draw, to prefs on or retreat ; fome 
of the Stories fill’d with Archers and Slingers, another 
| with Fire balls, the reft with Spears and Darts, &c. 
(e) The learned Seneca was born at Cordova in Sp 
This is not the Stoic Philofopher, who by his Moral 
Writings, Hierome ranks among the Lift of facred Au. 
thors, tho’ both thefe great Men were born in Cordova, 


wm 
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(f) Plautus was born in Umbria, in the Kingdom of 
| Naples. Notwithftanding his Reputation as a Comic 
| Poet, thro’ his Extravagant way of Living, was, at 
lat, reduced to get his Subfiftence by turning a Baker’s 
Hand-mill. A Memento for Poets, as well as Players. 1B 
(g) Terence was born at Carthage, the Capita of Africa, 

| > that fo long contended with the Roman Repubiic He 
fery’d Terentius Lucanus, a Roman Knight, who re> 
commmended him to Scipio, and Lelius. There are 
Six of his Comedies left us, but,moft taken from the 
1 Greek of Menander : which makes the learned World 
| regret the !ofs of that excellent Author. Terence, after 
his great Succefs in Rome, embark’d to vilit Athens, but 
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laft borrowed from the Greek of /Menander. 
While among the Grecians, we have this Me- 
nander (h), Ai/chylus, Sophocles (i), Liuript- 

(k\ and 4) iff phanes (| 1), _the firft and tatt 
for C omedy, the other fc 1 rage pedy, not for- 
eetting Tycopbron (m) Theretore we nay 
thank Athens (n) tor her Schiodls of Science and 

ae 
was fuppos’d to perifh at Sea, for he was never after 
sak of. 

(h) Menander, a celebrated Greek Comic Poet. Suidas 
in forms us, that he f{quinted, and was an inordinate 
Lover of the Fair-Sex. P/lautus and Terence borrow bs 
as much from this Author, as our modern I Play- Wright 
from Corneitle, Racine, Molliere, Renard, and many of 
the Fresch Tribe of Parnaffus. But who has our Im- 
mortal Shbake/pear pilfer’d from? Why, not-having the 
Fear of Heaven before his Eyes, has Sacralegioufly 
{ftolen from that facred Goddefs, Nature in all her 
dabfee lyiet 

(1) Sophocles was 4 celebrated Vragic Poet of Athens. 
He Alourifhed in the Year of the World 3520, before 
the Birth of Chrift 428. 

(k) Euripides wrote 75 Dramatic Pieces. Altho’ he 
was twice married, he was accounted a Woman hater. 
Various are the Accounts of his Death: fome fay he 
was torn to Pieces by Wornen, others by the King of 
Macedon’s Dogs. He was Cotemporary with Sophocles. 

(1) Ariffophanes was born at Lyndum ia the Ifland of 
Roeder He wrote 14 Comedies. He was Cotempora.- 
ry with Socrates, and in one of his Plays ridicules that 
great Philofopher, He flourifhed in the Year of the 
World 3527. 

(m) Dieopelen, an eminent ‘T'ragic Poet, born at Cha}- 
cedon, a City of Bithynia in Afa Minor, and now cail’d 
Chiutale by the Turks, in whote Government it now re- 
main: , 

(n) Athens was built by Cecrops (as Helvicus informs us), 
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IGreece conquer d, did her Conquerors orecome, 
: < j 
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| The 


a King of Ege pt, inthe Year of the World 2390, 64 
| Years before the I/raclites went out of Egypt. It was 
‘obey’d by iGioe till 2812 of the World, when the 
| Line of Monarchs ended with: Codrus. Archons then 
| were conftitut edi in the Place of Regal Power, after the 
(Reign of 3 Ki ings. The Hero Thefeus being the 11th 
jof that Num! ver, who nam‘d the City Athens. 'Thefe 
| Archons, or joint Rulers, were nine in Number, and 
| were generally Hereditary. Solon the Wife Law-giver, 
lwas an Athenian, and form’d thofe wholefome Statutes 
from which they deriv’d their excellent Government. 
See the Exglifs of the Greek of what he faid of himfelf. 


What Power was fit, I did on all beftow, 

| Nor rais’d the Poor too high, nor prefs'd too low : 
The Rich, that rul’d, and evry Office bore, 
Confin’d by Laws, they could not prefs the Poor. 
Both Parties I fecur’d from lawlefs Might, 

| So, none prevail’d upon another's Right. 


Have we better Laws now? Thefe 4rchons for Life 
continued Governors till 3 190. They were then chang- 
| ed for ten Years Rule only, till 3268, then it formed a 
| dred Republick, and.as Alcibiades fays in the Play of 
| Timon of Athens, 


One Tyrant, is better than four Hundred ! 
Their 
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The Socez, is no more than we fay in Eng- 
lifo, (Sock) and us’d in Comedy, only; For 
Aragedy, with the Chorus, and Comedy were 


Their home-bred Jars made them a Prey to the Ma- 
cedonians, and afterwards to the Romans. And tho’ fa- | 
mous for War, and Arms, yet Learning and Art, even 
in their Troubles, rais’d them to be the firft in Efteem, 
tho’ they wore the Chains of Rome, which fhall introduce 
the Words of the Oracle to the great The/eus : : 


Hear, Thefeus, Pitheus Daughrer’s Son, 
Hear what Jove far thee has done, 

“4 In this great City thou haft made, 

‘ He has, as in a Store-Houfe laid, 

The fettled Periods and fixed Fates 

Of many Cities, mighty States. 

But know thou, neither Fear, nor Pain, 
Solicit not thy felf in vaiu, 

For like a Bladder that does bide 

The Fury of the angry Tide, 

Thou from high Waves unhurt foall bound, 
Always tofs'd, but never drawn’ d. Duxz. 


Athens is now call’d Arhent by the Turks. There are 
computed 7000 Chriffians, and 2000 Turks, who com- 
mand the Town. The Aga refides in the Acropolis, or 
Caftle, bnilt upon a Rock, a Mile in Circumference ; 
within it 1s a Mo/gue that when Athens flourifh’d was 
the Temple of Mixerva, built of white Marble, 217 
Foot in Length and 190 in Breadth, and (as Wheeler 
{fays) was one of the fineft Stru€lures inthe World Near 
it are fome of the remains of the Theatre of Bacchus. 
The Area, and the Stage, are almott fill’d with the rui- 
nous Marble Seats. But it is plain to be difcover'd, 
that this Theatre is much Jarger than the Temple of 
Minerva, and built with white Marble, The Temple 
of the eight Winds, fome remains of the Odeum, or§ 
Mufc Theatre, ec. may be ftill diftinguifh’d. : 
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a long time the Greck and Roman Entertain- 
ments. Ihe Chorus, might, indeed, be term’d 
Interludes, tho’ their Subftance were motft! y re- 
lative to the Story, as Thoughts of the tore- 
going Subject of the Scene, by Standers by, 
or Over-hearers. Yet thefe, by degrees, melt- 
ed away, and Alimes, or Pantomimes inttituted 
in theirroom., Some of our Exgi/b Authors 
have their Chorus after the antient Manner, 
w1%. Shakefpear in bis Heary V, and Winter's 


| Tale; Milton in his Sampjon Agoniftes ; Sandys 


in his Chrifi’s Paffion; and the late Duke of 
Buckinghaia in his two Tragedies from the 
Fulsus Cafar of our Shakefpear, and others. 
The Mimes and Pantomimes crept in and 
fhov’d out thefe antient Chorus’s; fome were 
locfe, and wanton Mimics, that the Roman 
Luxury too well lik’d, others were more de- 
cent, who by Action and Gefture, could de- 
fcribe a Story without {peaking, in all its Va- 
riety of Pafficns. One of thefe was fo excellent, 
that when a foreign Prince came to Rome in 
the Time of Nero the Tyrant, at his Depar- 
ture, ask’d no other Favour of the Emperor, 
but that Adéme, whom he had feen perform, 
for this reafon; that as he had many barba- 
rous Nations bordering round him, of different 
Speech, this Man by his AGion, could be an 
excellent Interpreter, whofe Meaning. was {o 
well underftood without the Ufe of Speech. 
Mimes and Pantomimes are generally the fame 


thing, but to tranflate them Buffoons (as Coo- 
| Per th his Dictionary) is fomething too mean a 


Meaning. 
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Meaning. I fhall leave the Antients to reff 
quietly in their Graves. 

The Drama in England, and all over Eue 
rope, began as meanly as its firft Original in 
Greece or Rome, and our Poetry ascrude. Lhe 
firit Play, at leaft that has appeared in Print; 
was with this Title, Gammar Garton’s Neeale, a 
Comedy, acted at Chri/f’s-College, Cambriages 
Writ by Mr. S. Maiter of Arts. And an arte 
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A Ree Pee ea! Vest hat eens SE {Sra PE a perk) 
her Boy is jent ro Dlow the Embers in orcer toy 
light yo are Pe " “apy eye rr} 
light a Candle to. help 1 ypcarcn. They 
damn’d Wirch of a Car. is cot in the Chi 
Cleaibisi Ga Y 1tchH Or res <a i iS got ij tHe limMm-= 
. < 


when he puffsits out, 


Pd 
7 
Haw 2 | Reh ge 
and when he does not, 
Te PP NEP oe hee me x sedlyest jot - are 
Gammar Gurton. ‘The Boy does as he’s 
7 
eta wahen ae Sd a 
the Cat, flies among a Pile 


; i? 1 
§ Khe 4 ag nae teage Sail 
Ae rire, orratn 


burnt! All Hands to work. The Cat is « 
ver'd by a Prieft, (having a little more Cunning 


than the reft), Thisisthe Epifode. “Phe maim) 


Plot and Cata/tvophe ate fullas good. Gammar 
Gurtoa it feems, had the Day before been mend= 
ing her Man Hodge’s Breeches. Now Hodge 
in fome Game of Merriment, was to be pus 
nifh’d by three Slaps on the Bam, by the 
brawny open Hand of one ot his Fellow 
Bumpkins. His Head is laid down in Gam= 
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sin, Stiri! cries ) 
bids | 


mar Gartoa’s Lap; the firft Slap is given--= | 


Hodge, with great Exclamation, bellows out; 
ob! He declares his Grief! and fearching for 
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the Canfe of his Pain---O, happy ! the Needle 
was found bury’d up to the Eye inthe Pofterior 
of poorHodge! It was pull’d ont with great Re- 
joycing by all but the Delinquent,who exprefs’d 
fome Pain; and fo ends this excellent Cosedy. 

ButTime has polifh’d thisRudenefs, and true 
Englifo Tragedy and Comedy is allow’d to ftand 
in the utmoft Perfection. Yet Bunglers will 
itill be dabbling. Every polite Nation delights 
in the Drama, The heavy Dsich have Plays 
in their own Language, but they are generally 
plan’d from the Old Teftament. I hada De- 
{cription of one given me, from an Eagli/p 
Spectator. It was the Story of Aivabam {a- 
ctificing his Son J/aac. But Abrabam was 
arm’d with a Gua inttead of a facrificing Kazfe. 
The Angel, to prevent the Gun from firing, 
{prinkled fome warm Water, a Ditlilation of 
its own making. The Ram in the Brake 
(which was reprefented by Boughs ot Laurel) 
was a plump fat Dutchman (marry’d | fuppofe) 
with fair brow-fpread Antlers on his Head, 
fix’d very artificially; and all the Decorations 
were of a Piece. But they have a hancd{ome 
regular Theatre at the Hague, occupyd by a 
French Troop of Comedians. Even the ditlar 
Chinefe, have very fire Vineatres  T faw, in my 
Youth, a Chinefe Performance at Canton, where 
the Scenes, Machines, and Halits, were {ur- 
ptizing and magnificent, bur not underiland- 
ing the Language, the Glare growing familiar, 


as Addifou fays by Beauty, 
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Faded on the Eye, and pall'd upon the Senfe. 


Du Halde in his Hiftory of China, has tranfla- 
ted into French feveral of the Chinefe Diama- 
tic Authors; but they feem plan’d moitly a- 
like---A Prince fecreted in his Youth by an 
evil Minifter, and counterploted by a good 
one: the Child at laft brought from its Ob{cu- 
rity, marry’d to a great Princefs, and begins 
his happy Reign. but thete ilattrious Ladies 
have but little to fay for themfelves, no more 
than the loft Daughters in the Comedies of Te- 
rence, found again by the Parents, and mat- 


ry’d to the Son of a Friend. ‘Taveraier in his 
"Travels to the Ea@f Indies informs us, that 
Theaties have been many Ages the Diverfion 
of the Chinefe, and more magnificent than thofe 
of Europe. He relates a long Defcription of 
them; and the moie to illuitrate that Account, 
gives you the Plax and ‘Picture of one ¢en- 
eravd, with the Scenes and Mashines. ‘The 
People of America had their Theatre, accords 
ing to Acoffa(o). But what need we travel fo far 

from 


g 


(0) Acofta, the Spaniard that wrote the Hiftory of the 
Weft-Indies before Cortex had conquer’d it; fays, the 
Amantas, ot Indian Philofophers, were alfo Poets, and 
invented Comedies and Tragedies, which were acted on 
their Feftivals before the King, the Royal Family, and 
the Court; the Aétors being the Noblemen and great 
Officers of the Army. The Subjeé& of their Tragedies 
were the Victories and great Adtions of their Anceftors, 
which feem’d to be the beft Means they had of preferv- 


ing the Memory of what was paft. In their Comedies, 
their 
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fom home. Lis time to come back to cut 
own Country, with this Obfervation, that po- 
lite Nations allow the Teatre, a wile, and 
inftructive Amufement. Even the Apoftles cid 
not difapprove of Plays,and no doubt read them, 
for St. Paul in his Firft Epiftle to the Corza- 
thians, quotes Menander the Greek Comic Poet, 
and fets down his own Phrafe in his own 
Words, xvth Chapter, 33d Verfe, Be not de- 
ceiv’d--- Evil Communication corrupts good Mai- 
ners. Arts, Sciences, and even Trade, gene- 
rally flourifh wich the Theatre, and, I think, 
Religion and Politenefs, and why may not the 
Drama be a great Mark ot a civiliz’d Nation. 
The Greeks and Romans were in their higheit 
Glory when the Stage Gourifh’d. I need not 
fay, that the Theatre in England, came in with 
the Reformation, and the long-reign’d Queen 
Elizabeth, whofe great Leatning not only made 


their Hufbandry, their Houfhold Affairs and Commerce 
were reprefented, and the moft remarkable Follies in 
Life expos’d. The Poets taught them what they had 
to fay, not by Writing but by Memory, for Orthogra- 
phy was not known among the Indians till after the 
Conguett. 

According to Lopex de Vega, the Chrifian Religion 
was propagated among the Americans by the Theatre. 
Read in his own Words what he writes upon the 
Subjeét : “ Every Part of Gofpel Hiftory, is thrown in- 
<< toa Play, and the Indians are the Actors (inftructed. 
«< by the Fe/uits) one Adts our Saviour, another St. Pe- 
<s ter, athird Pontius Pilate, a fourth Fudas, and fo on. 
«© This they look upon as the readieft Way of Inftruct- 
¢< ing the Vulgar Indians in the Chriftian Religion, and 
«to fix the Sacred Hiftory of it in their Memories. 
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her give it Encouragement, but Sir Roger 
Naunton tells us, that great Queen tran- 
flated one of the Tragedies of Euripides, 
from the original Greek, for her own Amufe- 
ment. Our immortal Shakefpear met Reward 
from that illuttrious Princefs, and her Influence 
brought forth his inimitable Genius to that 
ich Luftre, where it will fhine unrival’d to 
fter Ages, never once clouded but in the 
des A Mego and drear Darknefs of 
1g anc 1 Aypocrifie, France was poring in 
the thick Mitt till Hardy their firft Poet fhow- 
ed Dramatic ‘Light ; ; then all Branches of 
Learning began to fhine, and fpread their 
Luftre, improv’d their Arts and Arms, and 
warm’d their wide fpreading Nation to Glory 
wien Conqueft waited on their Monarch, and 
Victor y cover’d him with Laurels, till check’ 
by the Briti Lion, Ambition in great Minds 

lands rank’d in the Line of Virtue, but I 
thisk to bound it is more truly a Virtue, as 
{weet-tongued Waller writes: 


If the fuccefs fsful Troublers of Mankind, 

ith Laurel crown’d, fo great Applaufe do find; 
Sialt the vex’d World, lefs Honour yield to thofe 
That flop th th cir Progre/s, and their Rage oppofe ¢ 
Next to that ‘Pow’r which does the Ocean awe, 
Is to fet Bounds, and give Ambition Law. 


But let me fet Bounds to myfelf. 

As the Stage flourith’d in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth and King Sames the Firft, wich fach 
excellent 
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excellent Dramatic Poets, viz. Shake/pear, Ben 
Foknfon, Maffenger, and many others, we may 
be well affar’d the Aors did not fall much | 
fhort of the Writers. Nature is the fame in 
every Age. Taylor, Burbidge, Lowen, Hem- 
mings, Condel, Allen, Mafon, Field, Tarlton, 
and others that performed in the Plays of oe 
Shakefpear, “Fobnjon, &e. have their public Me 

| Praifes in feverai cotemporary Authors. Mr. a 

| Marlow, in his Preface to the Jew of Malta (a 

| Play aed before King Charles the Firft and his 
Queen, at Whitehall, in the Year 1633) writes, 
s thar Mr. Ma/on .and Me, Zaylor pertorm’d 

) © their Parts with that Excellence, that it was 
«¢ beyond conceiving.’ Sir Riehard Baker in 
his Chronicles of Evgland, at the latrer End of 
Queen Elizabeth, alter giving an Account of 
the eminent Perfons in that Reign, writes thus 
of three Aétors: “ Excellency in the meanett 
“ Things deferves Remembrance. Richard 
“© Burbidge and Edward Allen, two fuch Ac- 
“ tors, asno Age muft ever look to fee the 
“ like: And to make their Comedies com- 
*< pleat, Richard Tarlton tor the Clowas Part, 

never had his Match, nor never will have’. 
What this Writer calls the Clowns Part, were 
{uch as Lauacelot in the Merchant of Voarce, 
Touchftone in As you likeit, the Fool in King 
Lear, and Parts of the Kind, which required 

| Perfons of infinite Humour. 

| Mr. Thomas Heywood was not only an excel+ 
lent Actor, but avery great Author; and Dra~ 


matic. Poet, I have read all his Works.chat 
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are extant, and in my poor Judgment he may 
be accounted the firit of the fecond rank’d 
Poets in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
King Fames the Firft. 1 do not think it will 
difpleafe the Reader, to give him a Catalogue 
of his great Labours, 


1. Robert, Earl of Huntingdon’s Downfall, 
1601. 

2, Robert, Earl of Huntingdon’s Death, 1601. 
Dhefetwo Pieces are the Hiftory of Robin Hood, 

3, The Golden Age, 1611: 

4. The Silver Age, 1613. 

5. The Brazen Age, 1613: 

6. A Woman kill'd with Kindnefs, 1617, 

7. If you know not me, you know no Body. 
This is the Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, with 
a Print of that great Queen in the Front, and 
the Spani/e Armada deftroyed by her Majefty’s 
ricet. 1623, 

8. The Royal King, and Loyal SubjeE, 1627. 

9. The fair Maid of the Weft, or, a Girl 
worth Gold. Firft Part. 1631. 

10, Lhe fair Maid. Second Part. 163t. 

it. The Dutche/s of Suffolk. 

11. The Iros Age. Fir Part. 1632. 

12, The Irom Age. Second Part. 1632. 

13. The Englith Traveller, 1633. 

14.4 Maidenhead well loft, 1634. 

15. fhe four London *Prentices, with the 
ngueft of Jerufalem, 1635 
16. A Challenge for Beauty, 1636. 

17. fuir Maid of the Exchange, 1637. 
«18. The 


cS 
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18. The wife Woman of Hogidon, 1638. 


19. The Rape of Lucretia, 1638. 

a1. Love's Miftrefs, 1640. 

22. Fortune by Land and Sea, 1655: 

23. Lancafbire Witches. “Yhe Date of this 
Play was wanting. 

24. Edward the Fourth. In Two Parts. The 
late Mr. Bowman inform’d me, he was very well 
aflur’d (by Mr. Cleveland, a Poet of the lait 
Age) this double Play was perform’d on two 
fucceeding Nights, and had a very great run 
(a Theatrical Term). 


Several modern Authors have borrow'd from 
Mr. Haywood. 1 fhall only mention two ; 
Shadwell in his Lancafbire Witches, and Field- 
ing in his Intriguing Chamber-Maid from the 
Englifh Traveller, ox rather Renarde the Prench- 
man tranflated it into French from the Engli/p, 
and our Eglifp Privateer retook it back again. 
Tho’ it is very poffible, all three might have 
an Eye upon the Mo/frellaria of Plautus, But 
this is failing a little out of my Latitude. Yet 
we may be very well affured this Poet muit be 
in great Reputation, by the Number and Suc- 
cefs of his Dramatic Works when Shake/pear 
and Fletcher, were the reigning Monarchs ot the 
Stage, not forgetting Ben Fobnfon and Ma/fen- 
ger. And I repeat it here again, the Stage 
Performers mutt certainly be great’ in thofe 
Times, fince few of our Poets have out-fhone, 
thofe that went before them, more. efpecially 
Shake/pear and Fobnfon, This lah, had woe 

tner 
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ther Epitaph, than O rare Ben Jounson ! 
and Burbidge, the Tragedian, by Way of Efti- 
mation, Exit BurBipce. Mr. Richard Al- 
le (p), another great A€tor, founded and en- 
dowed 
(p) This College was firft defign’d for the Relief and 
Support of fix Men, fix Women, with fix Children, 
Perfons thro’ Indigence, Misfortunes, or old Age, be- 
longing to the Theatres of London. But when the 
Building was going forward, Mr, A//en having left off 
Acting he recommended a Door. keeper to his quondam 
Brother Aétors, they abfolutely refu’d him that {malf 
Favour, which fo enraged him, that he turn’d his Boun- 
ty another Way. Both Parties perhaps to blame, but 
I believe few cenfur’d him out of the Theatres at that 
Time. He afterwards increafed the Number of Chil- 
drer, to twelve, from the Age of five Years to be 
taught, and maintain’d till 14 or 15, We may imagine 
the Founder no very great Friend: to Matrimony, fince 
he left DireGtions that the Governor fhould continue a 
Batchelor, and one of his ownName, and to give place to 
another Allen, fhould he once change his Condition. 
The College is a noble Building, with a very handfome 
Chapel, the Alter-piece elegantly painted, with a well 
ton’d Organ, and it is the Duty of the Organift to 
teach the Children to Sing the proper Services of the 
Chorch. The decent Decorum is admir’d by all. There 
is alfo an elegant Pleafure- Garden, with a ufeful-Orchard 
and Kitchen-Garden, all well ftock’d with the bef 
Fruits, &c, Fifh-Ponds that yield large Quantities of 
Carp, Tench, Pearch, and Eels. And much to the Cre- 
dit of the Managers of this Charity, the original Eftate 
left by the Founder, is more than trebled in Value, and 
they have Money in their Treafury, ready for another 
Purchafe. I fhall end this Account with what SirRichard: 
Baker writes in his Chronicle of England, where he 
clofes the Reign of King Fames the firft : «‘ About this 
« Time (1624) Edward allen of Dulwich in Surry- 
OS 3 ies ‘* founded 


i 


© gedy of Hamles Prince of Denmark, Mr. Bet- 
| & fertom performed the Part of young Aantlet, 


| fon as Poet Laureat in 1637, and obtain’d a Patent for a 
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dowed a College at Dulwich in Surry, at his 
own private Expence. 

We have had great Generals, knowing Ad- 
mirals, worthy Ditcoverers of New Worlds, as 
well as illuitrious Poets in the two latt Ages ; 
and why may not their coremporary Theatri~ 
cai Performers, be as great in their Way? An 
Author who wrote about forty Years paft, 
{peaks thus of Mr. Betterton: “ Inthe Tra- 


© Sir Willian Davenant (q) having feen Mr. 
és Taylor 


<¢ founded a fair Hofpital at Dulwich, for fix poor 
«© Men, fix poor Women, and twelve poor Children 
«* from the Age of four to fix Years, to be there main- 
€ tain’d and taught till the Age of Fourteen, or Six- 
«* teen, and to have a School‘Matter, with Diet, and a 
<<‘ convenient Stipend. ‘This Man may be an Example, 
«* who having gotten his Wealth by Stage-Playing, 
«* converted it to this pious Ufe, not without a kind of 
s* Reputation to the Society of Stage- Players. 

(q) Sir William Davenant, was by many, fuppos’d 
the natural Son of Shake/pear, He iucceeded Ben. Fobu- 


Company of Comedians from King Charles, and was 
knighted by that Monarch. He was accounted a great 
Poet, in feveral Branches of that Science : His Poem of 
Gondibert is efteem’d a nobie Poem, which he wrote in 
France during his Exile with King Charles the fecond. 
His Works are printed in Folio 1673, which contains 17 
Dramatic Pieces befides his Poems, with his Head 
crown’d with Laurel. The Features feem to refemble 
the open Countenance of Shake/pear, but the want of 
a Nofe, gives an odd Caftto the Face. I thall not en- 
quire how he came Nofelefs, yet give you a ftale Jelt 
upon the Occafion, Sir William walking by Temple 


2aDy 


22 4A General HISTORY 


“ Taylor, of the Black-Fryars Play-houfe, a& 
“* this Part (who was initruéted by the Author 
* Shake/pear) remembred him fo well, that he 
“ taught Mr. Betserton, in every Article, which 
“¢ by his exact Performance gain’d the Aor 
«* Efteem and Reputation, fuperlative to all 
* the other Players.” This Account makes | 
it plain, Zay/or mutt be very great in the Part, | 


Bar, a Fith-monger’s Boy in watering his Fifh upon the | 
Stall, befprinkl’d the Laureat: who {nuffling loudly 
complained of the Abufe. The Mafter begged the | 
Knight’s Pardon, and was for Chaftifing his Servant | 
with fome Expoftulations, as well as a Cudgel. Zounds, 
Sir, cry’d the Boy, ét’s very hard I muff be correfted for 
my Cleanline/s, the Gentleman blew his Nofe npon my Fifh, 
and I was wa/fbing it off, that’s all, ‘The Jeft pleas’d 
Sir William {o well, that he gave him a Piece of Money, 
and went a way highly delighted. Since I have given 
you one old Jeft upon the Nofe of Sir William, I'll ven- 
ture tothrow in another. As he was walking along 
the Mews, an importunate Beggar-woman teiz’d him for 
Charity, with often repeating, Heaven blefs your Eye- 
fight ! God preferve yourWorfbip's Eye fight—Why, what's | 
the Matter with my Eye fight, Woman ? reply’d Sir 
William, I find no defed there. Ah! good Sir! Iwifh you 
never may, return’d the Beggar, for /hould your Sight 
ever fail you, you muft borrow a Nofé of your Neighbour ta 
hang your SpeGacles on. His Play of the Law againft 
Lovers, is Shake/pear’s Meafure for Mea/ure with a very 
little Alteration, and as /itt/e for the better. Sir W7i- 
liam was the Contriver of painted Scenes in our Englifb 
Theatres, as well as one of the firft Introducers of 
Singing Operas. ‘There isa Work of this kind, whofe 
Title runs thus, ‘* The Cruelty of the Spaniards in 
«© Peru, exprefs’d by Inftrumental and Vocal Mafic, 
‘¢ and by Art of Perfpective in Scenes, at the Cock- Pit 
<< in Drury Lane at three in the Afternoon, 1658. 

{ince 
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| fince Betterton his Imirator perform’d it fo well. 
| And Betterton in the Memory of many, was 
efteem’d the greateft A€tor of his Time. Read 
| what the great Addifon writes of him, who may 


| be allowed a Judge of the Drama, as well as 


the Performers. 


“ Suchan A@or as Mr. Bettertom, ought to 
be recorded, with the fame Refpect, as Ro- 
fcius, among the Romans. ‘The greatett O- 
rator (Tully) has thought fit to quote his 
Judgment, and celebrate his Life. Rofcius, 
was the Example to all that would form 
them(elves into proper and winning Beha- 
viour: - His Aétion was fo well adapted to 
the Sentiments he exprefled, that the Youth 
of Rome, thought they wanted only to be 
virtuous to beas graceful in their Appearance 
as Rofcius. The Imagination took a lovely 
Impreffion of what was great and good ; and 
they who never thought of fetting up for the 
Art of Imitation, became themfelves inimi- 
table CharaGters. There is no human In- 
vention fo aptly calculated for the forming 
a free-born People, as that of a Teatre. 
Tully reports, that the celebrated Roj/eius 
ufed frequently to fay, the Petfedtion of an 
Aor, is only to become, what he is doing. 
I have hardly a Notion that any Performer 
of Antiquity could furpafs the Action of 
Mr. Bettertos, in any of the Occafions in 
which he has appear’d on our Stage. ‘The 
wonderful Agony which he appear'd in, 
when he examin’d the Circumftance of the 
“ Hand 


BAS 
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‘ Handkerchief in the Part of Othello; the 
* Mixture of Love that intrudes npon his 
Mind upon the innocent Anfwers De/demsona 
makes, betrayed in his Gefture fuch a Va~ 
riety, and Viciffitude of Paffion, as would 
admonifh a Man to be afraid of his own 
Heart, and perfect’ y convince him, it is to 
ftab it, to admit that worft of Daggers, Fea- 
loufy. Who ever reads in his Clofer, this 
admirable Scene, will find that he cannot 
ere he has ‘ warm an Imagination as 
Shakefpear himfeli ) find any but. dry, inco- 
herent, and broken Sentences. But a Rea- 
der, that has feen Betterton a@ it, obferves 
there could not be a Word added; that 
longer Speeches had been unnatural, nay, 
impoflible, in Othello’s Circumftances. Mr. 
Rymer, the greateft Critic of the Age he 
liv’d in, in “his Difflertation on Tragedy, 
{peaks thus on Mr. Hart. 
«< The Eyes of the Audience e are pre epol- 
fefs’d, and charm’d by his Aétion, "before 
ought of the Poet can approach | their Ears, 
and to the moft wretched of Characters, 
Hart gives a Lutte which dazzles the Sie! ht, 
that the Defor rmities of the Poet can uot be 
perceived.” 
Now, after the Opinions of two fuch emi- 


nent Judges, why may we not fuppote there 
were as great Stage Performersin Limes paft, 


as 


the prefent, without leffe ning the Merit of 


thofe that furvive? If, in my fimple Judg- 
ment, I allow the prefent equal to the pait, I 


cannot 
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cannot allow that they exceed them, no more, 
perhaps, than the next Race of Theatrical Per. 
formers will excell many that now grace the 
Stage. Excellency in this Science does not al- 
ways run in the Blood, or like Eftates follow 
Hereditary. They muft be born Aéfors, as 
well as Poets, and Painters: yet there are 
many Dabblers in all three, but alas: how 
few come to Perfe@iion? We very rarely fee 
Brothers or Sifters, Sons orDaughters, or any of 
the relative Line (tho’ they fometimes take up 
the Calling, becaufe one of the Race flourifhes 
in the Theatrical Field) fucceed in their 
Attempts. A Monarch may give Ribbonds, 
Titles of Honour, or add to his Peers, but no 
Power but that immortal Goddels Nature can 
form a perfect AGor. Yet fome even of thefe 
forget their Inftruétrefs, andFaults invade them 
to fully their PerfeCtions: Every Performer 
on the Stage, ought to take Virtue for lis 
Guide. Precepts from the Pulpit, will 
not have all their Efficacy from a Monitor 
without Morais. A Dilcourfe on Sobriety 
ona Sunday would lofe fomething of its In- 
tention from an Orator known to batte the 
Bottle about all the paft Saturday Evening till 
the Noon of Night, as Shake/pear fays. he 
Blind may hear, the Dumb and Deat fee, but 
every Senfe muft be perfect to inftrnct, and be 
inftruGed. Performers of both Sexes, ought 
to imitate thofe virtuous Characters they re- 
prefent upen the Stage ;.. the Dignity of the 
Theatre, then might emulate that of Athens. 

ar. 
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> Tis not the But inefs brings Scandal to the Per- 
formers, if they will take Care to avoid draw- 
ing itupon themfelves. I have known the Ma- 
nagers of Drary-Lane, and many of the reft of 
the Fraternity, meet Regard, and even Re- 
{pect from Perf ons of the firft Rank from thei 

ao per Behaviour; and I am convinced every 
one with the like Conduct, would meet wit 
the like Treatment from People of Senfe and 
good’ Breeding ; but the two-lege’d Brures of 
the Creation will be ever incorrigible: A de- 
cent Drefs will become their Station, but Pride 
ought to be as far diftant from them as the li- 
cenced Inftructors of Divine Inflitution ; for if 
"Theatrical Performers are Servants to the f Pub- 
lic (as an eminent Actor publickly declar’d) 
they fhould never attempt to out-drefs their 
Matters. Veluti in Speculum, (behold as ina 
Giafs) the Motto over the Front of Drury-Lane 
TI heatre, will ferve both A uditors and Actors, 
and I think carries a more inftru@tive Meaning 
than the other of Vivitur Ingenio, (we live by 
Wit) which only relates to the Stage. A bad 
Painter is feldom copy’d, and Excellence is on- 
ly worth Imitation ; Drefs beyond Station is 
Pride, and Pride very often bring Self-punifh- 
ment. I have known Fidlers and Dancing- 
Matters wear lac’d ee but they feldom 
improv’d any thing but the Taylor’s Bill, and 
as much laugh’d at as the Baboon I have often 
feen ina deed Coat and Bag-Wig in the Pa- 
rade at Bartholomew=Fair---Yet | have feen 
Gold Fringe; on filk Vetts, “with white filk 
Stockings 
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Stockings wore by the Dancers on the Ropes 
at Sadlers-Wells, that have bow’d and {crap’d 
in that rich Drefs, picking up Hal!-pence 
thrown down by Coblers and Link-Boys, Such 
Sights put me in mind of the painted Eggs (r) 
of Mujcovy, they don’t relifh the better for 
their Colouring, and gaudy Out-fides. Even 
Rofcius among the Romans (tho’ the A€tors did 
not keep up their Reputations equaltotho fe of 
Athens) was mark’d out as a Pattern for the 
Youth of Rome to follow in Decency of Drets, 
and Morals. Tiily fays, Cum artifex ejufmodt 


fit, ut folus dignus videatur effe, qus im Scena 


Spefetur : tum wir ejufmodi eft, ut folus dignus 
videatur qui eo non accedat, © 

« So excellent an Artift, that he feem’d the 
“only Perfon to adorn the Stage, and yer, in 
s all other Refpeéts, fo compleat in every 
“© Grace and Virtue, that he feem’d the ouly 


é 


(rt) It is the Cuftom of the Mofcovites at Chrifimas, 
Eafter, and many other ftated Feftivals, to fend as a 
Friendly Prefent to their Acquaintance and Relations, 
painted Eggs, generally embellifh’d with Flowers cu- 
rioufly drawn, Fruits &c. that are very often fo expen- 
five, that the Money laid out for the painting of one 
would purchafe a hundred, as fimple Nature produc’d 
them, and are of no farther Ufe than to be look’d upon. 
This Cuftom is kept up chiefly in the Holy-days of 
Chrifimas, in Commemoration of the Eaflern Wife-Men, 
led by the Star to vifit our Redeemer in the Manger at 
Bethlehem, where they made their Prefents to the Di- 
vine Infant. Thefe Eggs are fometimes eaten in thofe 
Days ordain’d, where Fiefh is forbidden, but not till 
the Sun is fet, or if no Sun appears, not till Candle- 
Light. 

G2 “| Perfon 
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* Perfon that fhould not take up with fuch a 
 Profeffion.” 

Moral Virtue, and a decent Behaviour, will 
gain Efteem from People of every Rank, will 
add Weight to the Characters they reprefenr, 
and even may attone for want of Excellency. 

Lefions from the Stage, may be convey’d in 
one refpect, ftronger than from the Pulpit, if 
the Audience were attentive as they fhould be 
at Church ; for a Play well wrote, and well 
perform’d, where Virtue fuffers, or meets its 
juft Reward, muft have ftrong Force upon the 
Mind, where the Eye is fuppos’d to view the 
very Perfons in the real Circumftances of Hifto- 
ry. What then will add to this Imagination ? 
Why, the Performers to be as Blamelefs as hu- 
man Nature will allow. I remember a virtuous 
Actrefs, or one reputed fo, repeating two Lines 
in Aig Lear, at her Exit in the third AQ, 


Armd in my Virgin Innocence 1’// fly, 
My Royal Father to relieve, or die, 


Receive a Plaudit from the Audience, more as 
a Reward for her reputable Character, than, 
pethaps, her acting claimd; when a different 
-ithre{s in the fame Part, more fam’d for her 
Stace Performance than the other, at the 
Words Virgin Innocence, has created a Horfe- 
iaugh (no Reflection on the Audience, fince a 
Theatrical Term) and the Scene of generous 
Pity and Compaffion at the Clofe, turn’d to Ri- 
dicule. Here the Audience are pie dh 
an 
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and the Reality of the Subject before them, 
lofes much of its Force, with the Imagination 
debilitared, if not turn’d anether Way. On 
the other Hand, indeed, if a Perfon who acts 
Fago, fufpeced to wear a Heart that way in- 
clin'd, he appears ftronger in ¢hat Character, 
and meets with an Applaufe that condemns 
him. We may find by thefe Examples, Vir- 
‘tue is of fome ufe upon the Stage, and would 
be more fo, if more practicd. To give In- 
firuétions toan Actor, isa very difficult Task ; 
for if much is wanting, it is not worth while to 
give any. A rough Diamond may be polifh’d, 
but few Pebbles are worth cniting. After ma- 
ny Requifires for the Stage, bad Action will 
even caufe a good Fignre to appear awk- 
ward, and tho’ there may be Rules forACction, 
yet Nature is the beft Teacher; and if an Ac- 
tor of good Underftanding is truly poflefsd 
with his Charaéter, the true Action will invo- 
luntarily occur. 1 remember Mrs. Porter, 
whom Nature had been niggard in Voice, and. 
Face, fo great in many Parts, as Lady Mac- 
beth, Alicia in Sfane Shove, Hermione in the 
Diftreft Mother, and many Parts of the Kind,. 
that her juft Aétion, Eloquence of Look and 
Geiture, mowd Aftonifhment! and yet I have 
heard her declare fhe left the A€tion to the 
Pofleffion of the Sentiments in the Part fhe per- 
form'd. Ihave known fome tolerable ACctors,. 
as to Countenance and Elocution, that have 
mortify’d both, by the badnefs of A€tion, 
more efpecially the proper Use of thei 
: 7-3 had: 


~ 
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had they worn each in a Scarf, they had been 
much more tolerable, as it is the moit expref- 
five Part in the A€tion of the Body, fo as 
Shake/pear fays, like an ill_fbeath'd Knife, it will 
moft burt its Maffer, 1 think Quintihan fays, 
all the Parts of the Body affift the Speaker, but 
the Hands {peak withouta Tongue, fupplicate, 
threaten, call, difmifs, provoke, fhew every 
Pafficn of the Soul. ‘The Hands are the gene- 
ral Language of Mankind, and we need no 
Grammar but Nature to underftand it. So 
by their aukward Ufe upon the Stage, we may 
turn the Serious into Ridicule. Mr. Booth 
would often regret the want of Opportunity 
for an A@or to continue in a graceful Attitude, 
which Nicolini the Italian Singer was fo ma- 
fterly familiar with, between the Retornels of a 
Song, and other Occafions : yet when Mr. 
Booth had the leaft Opportunity, he fhew’d he 
only wanted it. I remember in the 5th A& of 
Othello, while he is liftening to Emilia’s {peak- 
ing to Defdemona after fhe is fuppos’d to be 
ftrangled ; He fuited his Attitude and Coun- 
tenance to the Circumftances of the Scene, that 
I have not Art to defcribe, but the treble re- 
peated Applaufes of the Audience, while he was 
filent, {poke fuch high Approbation, that Mifs 
Santlow (afterwards Mrs. Booth) us'd to fays 
fhe thought the Audience were pleas’a poor Del- 
“demona was ftrang'ed out of the way. 

OF all the various Paffions of Grief, a manly 
Sorrow is the moft difficult to exprefs. And of 
all the AGtors I have ever yet feen, I muft be 
| ~ — pardon’d 
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pardon’d if Igive the Preference to Mr. Wilks. 
No Heart, that was capable of being touch’d, 
but muft have fimpathis’d at his Manner of 
{peaking one Line in the Orphan to Monimia 
in the Fifth Act. 


My fatal Love, alas! has ruin’d thee! 


) And yet I have heard it {poke when it has gi- 


yen me no more concern, than if a Voice had 
pierced my Ear with 


Kettles or Pots to mend! Old Brafs to mend! 


| If moving the Paffions is a great Art in Acting, 


I think Mr. W%/ks was Mafter of that Art. 


| There was no avoiding feeling bis Dittrefs in 
| another Line, when he perform’d the Part of 
| the Royal Merchant in the Beggars Bufb, a Co- 
_medy of Hetcher’s, ‘The Character is noted 
| for beneficent Charity ; and when his flinty- 
_ hearted Creditors had juft prefs’d him for Pay- 


— = 


ment, Claufe his old Bead{man (tho’ his Father 


| in Difguife) comes as if to beg his ufual Chari- 


ty, when the Merchant replies with fuch a 
Tone that finks into the Soul. 


| Claufe, J pray thee leave me, for by my Troth, I 


have nothing now to give thee. 


Comparifon is the true Touchftone of Excel- 
lence, and brighten’d Brafs by a falfe Light, 
| might be taken for Gold, if not try'd, 


fn 
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In the 4th Aét of Macbeth, when he is told 

by Lezox of the Lofs of his Wife and Children, 

his Mixture of Sorrow and manly Grief at--- 


vary 


He has no Children! Butcher if be had, 
Lhe thought of them would fure have flir’d Re- 


morse ! 


j 
drew Tears from almoft every Eye, when if he 
had blubber’d like a School-boy whipt, the | 
touching Scene would have rais’d Laughter, in | 
the Place of Grief. And yet fome particular | 
People will not allow Mr. Wi/ks’s Excellence to. | 
ftand in Tragedy. Ifindeed he had attempted 
he Parts of Cato, Lear, Macbeth, Henry the 
Villth, Me/antius, and a countlefs Catalogue 
of others in the {ame Clafs, 1 might have join’d 
in their Opinion; but while there isa #uba, an 
Edgar, Macduff, Buckingham and Amintor, ia 
the fame Plays, I don’t defire to-fee a better 
Performer in that caft of Playing thanMr. W7/ks; 
in Hamlet he pleas’d all the Audience, and it 
the beft Judges langh’d at his Parts in Co- 
medy, I can’t conceive they have fhed more 
Tears fince his much lamented Death, 
at any of the above-mentioned Plays. f 
remember a few Years ago a Difpute a- 
tofe between two Theatrical Gentlemen up= 
on this Stage, concerning the Propriety of a 
particular Speech; the one to enforce his Ar- 
sument told the other, he never heard it {poke 
otherwife on the Engli/b Stage. “Pho, reply’d 
the other Difputant, that was the old way of 
; Alting ! 
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| AGing! A truly great Ador that ftood by, 
reply’d; Learn the old way firft, and when you 
ave perfet, then begin a new one if you can find 
it out: Art may invent Fafbious in our Dres, 
but Nature is the fame as the Habits of the 
Turks, which they bave never yet alterd, The 
Cloaths of the firit Ottoman Prince is the Mo- 
del of the Emperor that now reigns, and as 


_ the divine Pope paints the unalterable Goddefs, 


t 


| 


Unerving Nature, ftill divinely Bright, 

One clear, unchang’d, and univerfal Light ; 
Life, Force, and Beauty, mujft to all impart, 
At once, the Source, and End, and Teft of Art. 


‘I have known many A@ors, with excellent 
Voices, fo 1 have often known common Ballad 


| Singers in the Streets, with ftrong Lungs aiid 


Voices, but for want of a Manner with Judg- 
ment, murder an excellent Song, and yet ex= 
‘tort Praife from their Auditors. A Sow-gel- 


_der’s Horn will pierce the Ear, and alarm all 


the Dogs in the Parifh; but I believe moft 


| People would rather hear a Trumpet. The 


Voice like an Inftrument of Mufic, muft be 
put in Tune, and if managed by a skilful Actor, 


“whofe Mind feels the Paffions, will fend out 


| the proper Jone, when a Bungler in Mufic 
does but harfhly grate upon the Ear. But who 


is ignorant of this? If this is the Difeafe of 
the Stage, where is the Remedy? It mutt cer- 


tainly be in the Hands of the Manager, tho’ 


no very eafy Task. The Circumftances of a 
Theatre 
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Theatre very often oblige the Dire€tors, to 
thruft Perfons in Characters too weak to fup- 
port the Weight of them. Vanity is blended 
in moft human Compofitions, and the Stage is 
feldom free from it ; therefore when an Actor 
is once in Pofleffion of a Part (Male or Female) 
they think it a very great Hardfhip to give it 


up to a better Performer. There are a much 


larger Number of common Soldiers in an Army 
than commanding Officers, and we have fome 
Sew Inftances of a Soldier rifing to Preferment 
by Merit, whilft others grow grey witha Maf- 
ket upon their Shoulders, and yet at fome 
time or other, a Soldier may do the Duty of a 
Corporal, if he is indifpofed, or ont of the way, 
bur that Exigence does not give hima Title to 
the Poft. I remember an Actor was taken in- 
to the Theatre in Drury-Lane, for playing the 
Part of Ce/arBorgia in a private Play ;and when 
Mr. Booth was ftudying the Part, he thought 
it the greateft Oppreffion (as he call’d it) that 
could be thrown upon him, Nay, after Mr. 
Boots had perform’d the Part with univerfal 
Applaufe feveral {ucceflive Nights, this Perfon 
faid, nay bound it with an Oath, that Booth 
did not know how to {peak a fingle Line. Yet 
this Perfon was a Man of Senfe and Learning ; 
but there are more Requifires to make a fi- 
nifh’d AGor; therefore as they do not al- 
ways judge candidly for themfelves, it is requi- 
fite they fhould have one of unbiafs’d and fu- 
perior Knowledge to judge for them. When 
fuch Ators abovementioned take Parts, as they 


thruit © 


' 
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 thruft themfelves in for their Benefits, as 1s too 
often the Cafe (and I think ought not to be 
allow’d) proves as Shake/pear fays, 


— Like a Player, 
Bellowing his Paffion, till he break the Spring, 
And his rack’d Voice, jar to the Audience. 


There are too many Performers of both Sexes, 
‘that are fond of chufing Capital Parts for their 
Benefits, that fit upon them 


Like a Giant’s Robe upon a dwarfifh Thief. 


) And at the fame time, excu’e themfelves from 
Rehearlals (that fhould prepare them to act 
with fome Decency at leaft) to cultivate their 
Inrereft, and when they come to perform at 

Night, only take Shame to themfelves, tho’ 
they oft difconcert others, and may truly fay 


aes 


Se SEE SE Et 


Like a dull A&tor, now I have forgot 
My Part, and flop ev'n to a full Difgrace. 
That’s villianous, and fhews a moft pitiful Ambi- 


| tion in the Fool that ufes it. Sita Kx. 


ln a 


The noble Gift of Playing well, is not given 
to all that Play; yet as in building of Houfes, 
} there muft be provided many. Hands, even to 
) the carrying the Mortar, a Mortar-carrier mutt 
) be had as well as the reft of the Hands in the 
} Work, all are not equal to every Part in. the 
| Building, no more than every Actor is fit for 

. every 


a | = 
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every Part. If they attempt to wade out of 
their Depths, they are in great danger of 
drowning, and as out Immortal Poet writes, 


As in a Theatre the Eves of Men 

After a well-grac’d Aétor leaves the Stage, 
Ave idly bent on him that enters next, 
Will think bis Prattle to be tedious. 


Yet I have known many Perfons belonging toa 
Theatre, not eminent in any fuperior Part, ne- 
ver offend, through their private Characters inl 
Life. A modeft Behaviour. is commendable in 
every Station, but much more obferved in Per- 
fons of a public Profeffion, where the Eyes of 
Thoufands are upon them. Confidence, Pride 
and Vanity, willdraw down Contempt andRi- 
dicule from Superiors, with difregard from all. 


Of all the Caufes which confpive to blind 

Man’s erring Fudgment, and mifguide the Mind ; 
What the weak Heart, with ftrongeft Biafs rules, 
Is Pride, the never-failing Vice of Fools. Pork. 


Humility, Affability, and good Nature, will 
claim Regard from all Ranks; and if any Stains 
are thrown upon the Profeffion, fuch Qualifica- 
tions will wipe them off. Yet Ithink there are 
no Spots. but what they themfelves throw up- 
on it. Weare apt even in ftrange Company 
to out with fome Theatrical Quotation, that 
feldom fails of declaring what Bafinefs we fol- 
low. What need a Zaylor talk of. his ei | 

7 and 
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| and Sheers, a Smith of his Forge, or a Brewer 


eae Ea = 


of his Grains 2 Let the Buskin and Sock be lett 
inthe Theatre. J know an eminent Actor in- 


vited to Dine in a mixt Company of both Sexes 
of Condition ; when the Dinner feem’d a little 
tedious before it made its Entrance, a Gentle= 
man, one of the.invited, ftarts up, and cry’d, 


| Zounds, Mr. ----, give us the Ghott i Hamlet 


by way of Grace! “The Matter of the Houfe 


_reply’d, there was no Meat he could give him 


was worth one Speech, befides he did not invite 
Mr, ----- to pay for his Dinner that way, Ii 
was only in Retaliation for the Supper be gave 
him the Night before on the Stage, which no 
Cook but bimfelf could dref{s fuch a Difb of black 
Broth (meaning Othello). So by your Rule of 
Courtefe, if 1 had invited Faufan, foould 
have defired him to Dance the Buffoon before 
Dinner. This was the heigth of Civility to one, 
and a fufficient Rebuke to the other. The 
Fop, for he was no lefs, to plead his Excufe 
told the Company, he had been many 
times with feveral Ators, who took as much 
Pleafure to {peak Speeches as he was to hear 
them, and he did not donbt but they were 
People of great Judgment; for they generally 
own’d other Performers did not act fo weil a 

themfelves. Yes, reply’d the Mafter of the 
Houle, Self-praife is always to ve believed, set 
I have known a Sign-Painter, criticize upon 
Raphael. Wit wiil be often entertaining, but 
a {mall Portion of one’s own, (if we had it) is 
betrer than a Cart-load of other Peoples; yer 
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Quotations from the Drama, may thew fome 
Judgment, when properly apply’d, and not too 
often. The Author-of a Comedy call’d, The 


Play's the Piot, thews the Stroling Players not’ 


improperly by their Style. 

It is fomething furprifing tome, that where 
Vice in every Shape, with Folly expos’d daily to 
their View, that Performers on the Stage fhould 
have any Faults, or atleattArt enough to difguife 
them fo well, that few fhould find them our. To 
hide the Paffions Nature has fown in the Seeds 
ot the Human Race will prevent their Growth, 
and in time deftroy them. May we not learn 
Virtue and avoid Vice, by the inftruétive Lef- 
fons of the Drama; What premeditated Mur- 
derer would not feel Compunétion, or perhaps 
Repentance at the Speech of Yorri/mond to the - 
Queen in the Spanifh Fryar, when the has gi- 
ven Commiffion to the Marder of the good 
King Sanchio, 


Think, timely think, ou the laf? dreadful Day! 

How will you tremble there to ftand expos’d 

And foremoft in the Rank of guilty Ghofts 

That muft be doom’d for Murder ? think on Murder ! 

That Troop is plac’d apart from common Crimes, 

The damu’d themfelves flare wide, and foun that 
Band 

As far more black, and move forlorn than they. 


«The, Queen’s Anfwer. 
"Tis tevviblet dn fbakes ! it flaggers me!. 
I knew this Truth, but I repell’d the Pasha 
are 


Ve 
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Sure there is none but fears a future State, 
And when the moft obdurate {wear they do not, 
Their trembling Hearts belye their boafiing’l ongue. 


We may find by this laft Speech, the formet 
had its defired Effe&t, fince the Queen repent- 
ed her impious Intentions. 

In Rule a Wife, we have another, upon the 

crying Sin of Adultery, which I thall fet down 
' as another Memento. 
The Duke of Modena tries all his Arts to 
| debauch Margarita the Wife of Leon, a Wo- 
) man of a vicious Inclination, and confented to 
_ marry Leow merely as a Tool, that fhe might 
| indulge her Paffions, but by the Spirit and Con- 
duét of her Husband was reciaim’d. When the 
Duke by the Appointment of the worthy Leon, 
permits their meeting, after a ridiculous Fright 
from a Drunkard in the Cellar, which the Duke 
takes for a Spirit, he cries, 


O! Iam moft miferable ! 

Margarita the Wife an{wers, 
You are indeed! 
| And like a foolifh Thing, have made yourfelf fo. 
| Could not your own Difcretion tell ye Sir, 
When Iwas marry I was none of yours ¢ 
Your Eyes were then commanded to look off me, 
And Inow fland ina Citcle and fecure. 
Mark me but this, and then, Sir, be'moft miferable, 
"Tis Sacriledge to violate a Wedlock, 
| You rob two Temples, make yourfelf twice guilty, 


| Tou ruin her's, and fpot ber noble Husband's. 
D 2 We 
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We might go through the facred Decalogue, 
with the Affiftanceof thofe Flowers in the {pa- 
cious Fields of Poetry: 

‘« The Stagey:(fays the Female SpeGtator) by 
‘* its Infticution, is the School of Virtue, and 
“ the Scourge of Vice, and when either of thefe 
“* noble Purpofes is defeated, -ic is no wonder 
** that Perfons of true Senfe and Honour chufe 
“ to abfent themfelves, and oblige their Fami- 
“* jtes to do fo too.”’, So reafonable.an Enter- 
tainment as the Drama in its Parity, muft be 
in fome fort a promoter to Virtue, therefore 
é every Manager of.a ‘I heatre fhould make it his 
Study to exhibit no-other Pieces but what aim 
to that End, and by degrees.throw off the loo- 
fer Drama, and conftirute, in its Place thofe 
thac the wifeft and moft virtuous, need not be 
afham’d to partake of the innocent Amufement. 
Ido not pretend to fet up fora Monitor,’ bute 
every Stage Performer would find his Account 
in reforming the Stage, as well as themfelves. 

I do not mean this Admonition to any parti- 
cular Theatre, but all in general, at Home and 
Abroad, for our Plantations in America have 
been voluntarily vifited by fome Itinerants, Fa- 
maica in particular. I had an Account froma 
Gentleman who was poffefs’d of a large Eftare 
in the Ifland, that a Company in the Year 
1733, came there, and clear’d a large fum of 
Money, where they might have made mode-=. 
rate Fortunes, if they had not been too bufy 
with the Growth of the Country. They re- 
ceivd 370 Piftoles the firft Night to the Aeg- 
gars 
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gars Opera, but within the Space of two 
‘Months they bury’d their 3d Pod/y, and two of 
their Men. The Gentlemen of the Ifland for 


{ome time took their Turns upon. the Stage to 
keep up the Diverfion ; but. this did not hold 
long, for in two Months more, there were but 


‘one old Man, a Boy, and a Woman of the 
Company left, the reft died either with the 


Country Diftemper (f), or the common Beve- 
|rage of the Place, the noble Spirit of Rum- 
Punch, which is generally fatal to new Comers. 


lt Fura 


“The thatter’d Remains, with upwards of 2000 


Piftoles in Bank, embark’d for Carolina to join 


another Company at Charles-Town, but were 
aft away in the Voyage. Had the Company 
been more bleft with the Virtue of Sobriety, 
| €3c. they might perhaps have liv’d to carry 


(f) The Country Diftempers are she DryGripes and 
Tene/mus, which generally ends in a Sanguinary Flux, 
moft new Comers for want of a proper Regimen fall in- 
to it. The dry Gripes brings a final Diffolution in two 
Days, if no Remedy keeps him back, The other Dif- 
temper indeed is {iower in its Execution, and Cure. ‘Sir 
Hans. Sloane tells us, the Badnefs of: the Water contri- 
buted to all thefe Diftempers, which is brackifh near the 
Sea-Coalts, But {wallowing large Draughtsof Rum- 
Punch, with the fatal Dew that falls in the Night, 
when the Body is carelefly expofed, heated with Drink- 
ing, is the chief Caufe..” Place any Woolen Garment 
expos’d to the noxious Vapours of the Night, and it 
will imbibe double its Weightof Dew before Sun rile; 
Thofe that efeape the Seafoning as they term it, feldom 
feel the fatal Effecis of it afterwards. ‘This is more 
dangerous on the Sea-Coafts of the Ifland, the mid Parts 
are mach more Salubrious both as to’Airiand Water. 
D 3 home: 
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home the Liberality of thofe generous Iflanders. 
Even the Wicked have fome regard to Vir- 
tue, are often aw’d by Perfons that are reputed 
ot wear that amiable Chataéter.  Perfons 
on the Stage, which is too liable to Infults, 
efcape them there, unlefs, as in’ a Croud of 
Quarrellers, where a Looker-on, may meet 
with an accidental Stroke. But thefe Theatri- 
cal Squabbles are too often ungenerous from 
the Audience, or I fhould fay from a {mall 
Part of the Audience ; for a Dozen when they 
are pleas‘d to take it into their Heads, fhall 
difturb. the whole, and difconcert the beft 
Actors in the World. Is not this a grofs Af- 
front upon the reft 2: What right have I to rob 
my Neighbour of his Money and Satisfa€tion 2. 
He pays the Price to be entertain’d for two or 
three Hours, and perhaps would be as well 
contented with a well aGted Play, as a Dinner. 
Now, if I fhould come to yeu, Sir, be you who 
you will, while you are fat down to your Meal 
ata Tavern, turn the Drawers down Stairs, 
throw your Provifion about, prevent your eat- 
ig your Dinner with any SatisfaGion, I fhould 
think you a very good natur’d Gentleman, if 
you only thruft me out of your Room, becaufe 
I fhould imagine, I deferv’d worfe Treatment. 
I remember, above twenty Yearspaft, I was 
one of the Audience, at a new Play; before 
me fat a Sea-Officer, with whom I had fome 
Acquaintance; on eachHand of him, a Couple of 
Sparks both prepar’d with their offenfive In- 
ftruments, vulgarly term’d Cat-cal/s, which they 
were 
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were often tuning before the Play began. The 
Officer did‘not take any notice of them, till 
the Curtain drew up. But when they conti- 
nued their Sow-gelders Mufic (as he unpolitely 
eall’d'it) he beg’d they would not prevent his 
hearing the A€tors, tho’ they might not care 
whether they heard or no; butthey took little 
notice of his civil Requeft, which he repeated 
again and again, to no purpofe. But at lait 
one of them condefcended to tell him, if be 
did not like it, be might let it alone. Why real- 
ty, reply’d the Sailor, I do not like tt, and 
would have you let your Noife alone; I have 


| paid my Money to fee and hear the Play, and 
| your ridiculous Noife not only hinders me, but a 
| great many other People that are bere, I believe 


_ 


| 
| 
| 


with the fame Defign; now if you prevent us, 
you rob us of our Money, and our Time, there 
fore Lintreat you, as you look like Gentlemen, to 
behave as fuch, _ Qne of them feem’d mollified,,. 


_ and put his Whiftle in his Pocket, but the o- 
_ ther was incorrigible. The blunt Jar made 


him one Speech more.’ Str, faid he, J advifé: 
you once more to follow the Example of this Gen= 
tleman, and put up your Pipe. But the Piper 


| {neer’d in his Face, and clap’d his troublefome 


- Inftruament to his Mouth, with Cheeks fwell’d 


out like a Trumpeter, to give it a redoubled, 


and louder Noife, but like the broken Crow 


Sas a 


= 


of a Cock in a Fright, the Squeak was ftopt in: 
the Middle by a Blow from the Officer, which. 
he gave him with fo ftrong a Will, that his. 
Child’s Trumpet was firuck through his oy 
and: 
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and his Companion led him out to a Surgeon, 
{fo that we had more Room, and lefs Noile ; 
and not one that faw or heard the Affair, but 
what were well pleas’d with his Treatment, 
and notwithftanding his great Bluftering, he 
never thought it worth his while to call upon 
the Officer, tho? he knew where to find him. 
It is certainly a Mark of Cowardice to infult in 
public Company, or ftrike a Man whovhas his. 
Hands bound, and yet I have known a poor 
Actor, pelted by Puppies, that would ran a- 
way at the Sight of a Stage Foil, that has nei- 
ther Edge or Point, 


As Cheats, to play with thofe ftill aim 

That do not underftand the Game, 

So Cowards never ufe their Might,! 

But againft thofe that mult nor fight. Hud. 


Adfors in France meet with Refpect (I mean 
if they will endeavour to deferve ir, which in 
my Opinion they may eafily do) and are ac- 
ceptable in the Company of Rank and Figure 
in that polite Nation, and tho’ the Clergy 
fcrupled to give Moliere (t) the Rites of the 
Church at his Death, yet- Lewis the XIVth of- 
ten convers’d with him in his Clofet, as well as 
in Public. 

I 


(t) Moliere, the great Comic Poet of France, was ef- 
geem’d anexcellent A€tor. He died in. performing the 
Part of the Hypochondriac ina Comedy of his own Writ- 
ing, call’d Le Malade Imaginare (which. is Part of a, _ 

‘ Comedy 
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I fhall not fay much more: on this Subject, 


and it may be [have faid too much already. 


For Iam convinced, Ni! fub fole novum, no 


not even in Fafhions, for what we receive for 


new, are only:the old ones raking their Courfe 


over again. The Stage:is the Epitome of 


the great World, as Bolieaw, has faid long 
ago. 


La monde a won avis eft comme une Granada 


Theatre, &c. 


' Comedy in English éall’d the Mother-in Law ;) On the 


17th of February 1679, in his grand Climacterick, The 


Archbithop- of Paris would not allow his Body to be in- 
hum’d in ¢onfecrated Ground, which the King being 


informed of, fent for the Archbifhop, and. expottulated 
with him, but he was an. obftinate Churchman, and 
would not willingly condefcend to his Majeity’s Perfuafi- 


ons. The King finding him unwilling to comply, de- 


fired to know how many Feet deep the Holy Ground 
reach’d ? The Bifhop reply'd, about cight. Well, re- 
ply’d theKing, J find there is; no getting the better of your 


| Scruples, therefore let bis Grave be dug twelve Feet, that’s 
| four below your confecrated Ground, and let them bury hia 


there. The Archbifhop was obliged ‘to comply, for 
Lewis the XIVth would be obey’d, Moliere left be- 


hind him Thirty-two Dramatic Pieces, which are held 
| bythe French in the higheftEfteem,, A French Gentle- 


man in giving me his Opinion.of this excellent Author, 
told me Moliere compos'd 37 Pieces far the Stage, and tho’ 


| be had left the World twice that Number of Years, all the 
| Dramatic Writers of the French Nation had not produced 
| tuvice as many Comedies equal tobis. Moftof his Come- 
dies have given a Foundation to our Exgli/ Dramatic 


Writers, but none have met with more Succefs than the 
Mifer, and the Mock-Doétor, by Mr, Fielding, 
The 
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The World, in my Opiuion, is a Stage, 
Where in deceiving others, all engage : 
Hence the difcerning Eye can often fcan, 
The Player widly diff’ ring from the Man: 
The Blockhead prating from another’s Book; 
The Scholar apes, with fupercilious Look ; 
And the fly Kuave, by putting Virtue on 
Decesves the Virtuous till they ave undone. 


*Tis very poffible Bolieau might have Shake- 
{pear in view, in thefe Lines from that of Az- 
tonio’s Specch in the firft A& of the Merchant 
of Venice ; 


f hold this World but as a World Gratiano, 
A Stage, where everyMan muft play his Part, &c. 


The French have borrowed from us, as well as 
we have from them. Le Comte de Effex, is not 
only plann’d upon Banks's Earl of Effex, but 
has many Speeches for feveral Pages together 
tranflated. The beft modern Tragic Poet 
France has produced fince Coraeille, and Racine, 
(Monfieur (u) Voltaire) has in Oedipus fellow’d 

our 


(u) This noted Author about twenty Years paft, re- 
fided in London. His Acquaintance with the Laureat 
brought him frequently to the Theatre, where (he con- 
fefs’d) he improved in the Eng/ifo Orthography more in 
a Week than he fhould otherwife have done by labour’d 
Study in aMonth. I furnifh’d him every Evening with 
the Play of the Night, which he took with him into the 
Orcheftre (his accuftomed Seat) in four or five Months, 
he not only convers’d in Elegant Englife, but wrote ‘ 

wit 
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our Englifo Play of that Name, and ends his 
third AG with a verbal Tranflation from Naé 
Leé. 


To you juft Gods I make.my laft Appeal, 
Or clear my Virtues, or my Crimes reveal, &c. 


His Zaire looks after Othello in its Jealoufy, 
and all the reft of his Plays feem to be of Eng- 
hifh Extraction. 
Now let us leave Greece, Rome, France, Bri- 
tain, and the reft of the World, and retire to this 
Kingdom where no Snake in the Grafs will rife 
to bite the unwary Traveller, no Blind-worm or 


| with exa&t Propriety, In time, he wore off the Preju- 
| dice he firft conceiv’d at the Cataftrophe of our Exglib 
| Tragedy, the Cuftom of killing upon the Stage never 
_ having been introduc’d on the French Theater, till the 
| Zara of this Author, which he plann’d from Shake/pear’s 
Othello, The laft Speech of O/min the Emperor (after 
he has ftab’d Zara) which he ends by killing himfelf, is 
to the {ame purpofe with Orhello’s, and the fame Senti- 
ments. His Attempt anfwer’d his with, for Zaire in 
) Paris had above fifty fucceflive crowded Audiences. The 
| French open’d their Senfes to the true Fire of our Exglifb 
| Drama, where they difcover’d the Spirit of Liberty, 
| and for the ‘firft time, fhew’d that Monarchs had no 
| Right from Heaven to enflave their SubjeGts, and that 
God-like Liberty wasa Gift from Power Almighty. 
_ The Freedom of his Pen gave Difguft, to People in 
| Power, and their Refentment occafion’d his Banifhment 
| from Paris. Shortly after he made himfelf a voluntary 
| Exile, where his Wit gains him many Admirers, and his 
' good Senfe and Wifdom links them in the Bands of 

_ Friendhiip. 
Adder 


4.8 A General HISTORY 


Adder to hifs us into Fears, Viper, or Toad to 
moleft our Eyes, or noifome Spider to fpread 
her Venom, which, according to fome of the 
antient Irifh Bards, were banifh’d the Ifland 
many Ages before St. Patrick (w). s 
us 


(w) The Irifth Hiftory informs us, that Prince Gadelas 
(I think of the Mi/efian Race) in his Travels, vifited 
Pharoah, King of Egypt, fell in Love with Scota the 
King’s Daughter, and marry’d her. This Gadelas, or 
Gadel (for the Royal Records of Tarah call him by 
both Names asI am informed) in Egypt was Stung by 
a Serpent as he lay a fleep, and was heal’d by the Pro- 
phet Mo/es. The Irith is thus elegantly tranflated bye 
native Bard. 


The hiffing Serpent, eager for bis Proy, 

Afcends the Couch, where fleeping Gadel Jay: 

dn winding Mazes there bimfelf he roll’ ad 

And leap’ d upon him with a dreadful Fold, 

And foook his forked Tongue, and then arouud 

His Neck he twifts, and gave a deadly Wound. 

The fubtle Poifon, /preads thro’ every Vein ; 

No Art, xc Fuice of Herbs can eafe the Pain! 

Till Mofes, with bis never-failing Wand 

Touch’ d the raw Wound,. which beal’d at his Command, 


When Gadelus, with-his Wife: Scota (from this Princefs 
Treland was firft call’d Scota) and his Followers, were 
leaving Egypt to fettle fome new Collony, the following 
Prophecy was declared by Mo/es, tranflated by the fame 
elegant Hand. 


The Holy Prophet was infpir’d, to fee 
Into Events of dark Futurity. 

And faid, for thee young Prince has Heaven in ftore, 
Bleffings, that Mortals ne'er enjoy'd before : 

For wherefoe' er the Royal Line fhall come, 
Fruitfel /ball bz their Land, and fafe their Home, 
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This Kingdom of Ireland, is one of the lat 
in Europe where eltablifh’d Theatres were 
erected; yet Lam aflur’d one of the firft, whofe 
Bards, or Poets have celebrated in Verfe, the 
_ illaftrious Actions of their Monarchs, nor any 
Nation in the World, where Poetry, and Poets 
-were in fuch high Efteem. | Every antient 
and noble Family had one’in their Houfhold, 
}and their Kings their Poe Laureats, as we 
have in England, but long, long before the 
| Englifb invaded Ireland. ‘Lhe Poets had their 
j Seats in their great affembled ‘Triennial Coun- 

cils, which you may find by the following Lines 
| tranflated from the original Jri/ by the fame 


| Hand. 


| Once in three Years, the great Convention fat, 
AA hae 5 y Lhe. PIANAGE ; 
Ana for the public Happine/s. debate, 


No poifonous Snake, or Serpent foall deface 

Tie Beauty of thy Fields, or taint thy Grafs. 

No noifome Reptile, with inwenom’d Teeth, 

Shall ever frell that Land, or be the Caufe of Death, 
But Innacence and Arts fhall flourifh there ~ 

And Learning in its lovely Shapes appear ; 

The Poets there foall in their Songs proclaim 


Thy glorious Ads, and never-dying Name. 


| Oar Englifo Hiftorians mention the Bards of Antient 
) Britain, but we cannot find any of their Productions ex- 
} tant ; when we are affur’d there are many [i Hifto- 
|} rians and Poets ftillto be found in Ireland, as well as 
| England (more efpecially in the Library of the Duke 
| of Chandos) preferved even from the Depredations 
) of the Danes, Deltroyers that were utter Enemies to 
| Science and Learning. 

E 
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The King was feated on a Royal Throne, 

And on bis Face, maj:ftic Greatne/s fhone. 

A Monarch for hercic Deeds defign'd, 

(For noble As, become a neble Mind :) 
Around him, {ummon'a by his frit Command, 
The Peers, the Priefts, and Commons of theLand, | 
The Bards, or Ports, are indulg’d a ‘Place, 
And Men of Learning the Affembly grace, 

Here Love, and Union ev'ry Look confe/s'4, 

Aud Foy and Friendjbip beat in ev'ry tsreaft. 
Fuftice, by nothing bia/s'd, or. inclim’d, 

1s deaf to Pity, to Temptation blind; 

For here, with ftern, and freddy Rule fhe fways, 
And flagrantCrimes, with certain Vengeance pays; 
Tho’ jut, yet fo indalgently frvere, 

Like Heav'n, foe pities thofe fhe cannot pare. 


A few Lines more of the fame Author, and 
fame Tranflator, will tell you the Poet Lau- 
reat’s Bufinefs at Court, for he was one of the 
ten Officers that attended the Kings ot fre/ana, 


A Poet to applaud, or boldly blame, 
Ana jufily to give Infamy ov Fame: 


For without bin the frefoeft Laurels fade, 
And Vice, to dark Oblivion is betray’ d. 


By thefe Lines we may gather that their Poets 
were their Hifforians, and it may be fuppos’d 
if they had thought of the Drama, we might 
have had fome elegant Tragedies handed down 
tous. But to proceed. 

Mr. Ogiléy the Matter of the Revels in this 
Kign- 
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Kingdom (who had it from proper Authority) 


Gnform’d Mr..Afbbury, that Plays had been of- 


ten aGed in the Cattle of Dublin when Blount, 
Lord Mountjoy, was Lord Lieutenant here in 
the latter End of the Reign of Queen E/iza- 


beth, And Mr. Afbbury faw a Bill for Wax 


Tapers, dated the 7ib Day of September 1603 


) (Queen Elizabeth?s Birth-Day) for the Play cf 


(y) Gorbodue done at the Caftle, one and twenty 
Shillings and two Groats. But it is to be fup- 
pofed they were Gentlemen of the Court that 
were the Actors on this Occafion, 

I cannot find any eftablifh’d Theatre in Dab- 


| lin till the Year 1635, when the Earl of Straf- 


ord was Lord Lieutenant of this Kingdom, in 
the tenthYear of the Reign of King Charles the 
Firft, Zohn Ogilby, Efg, then Mafler of the 
Revels, under the Title of Hittoriographer to 
his Majefty, and Maftcr of the Revels in the 


(y) The Play of Gorbeduc was written by the Right 
Honourable Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurft, after- 
wards created Earl of Dor/et in the firft Year of King 
Fames the Firft’s Reign. ‘This Dramatic Piece was ac- 
counted the beft of its Kind at the time it was wrote; it 
was firft publifh’d under the Title of Ferrex and Porrex 
in 1582, and 1590 reprinted under the Title of Gorbo- 
duc. This was a favourite Play of Queen Elizabeth’s, as 
may be fuppos’d by her feeing it twice acted 5 Firft, by 
the Gentlemen of the Inner-Temple, and afterwards by 
the Children of her Majefty’s Revels. Mr. Spence, Pro» 
fellor of Poetry in the Univerfity of Oxford, has reprint- 
ed this Play about nine Years ago, and dedicated to the 
Earl of Middle/ex, Son to his Grace the Duke of Dor/er, 
defcended from this Author. 


Ee 2 King- 
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Kingdom of Ireland, and I believe the firtt 
that wore the lait Title, This Theatre, was 
built by his Direétions in Warberg at where 
the Company continued to act, till the unhap- 
py Rebellion bi oke out in the Year 1641, The 
Theatre was then fhut up, by Order of 1 a 
Lords Juitices, fign’d William Parfons, and 
‘fobn Borlace. We do not find any mention 
of a Theatre in Dublia, till the Year after the 
Keftoration 1661, which was built on the $ Spot 
where the Theatre now ftands in Orange- fireet, 
commonly call’d Smock- Alley ; how it came by 
the latt Name, may be eafily guefs’d, 


We find in the Year 1662 , Pompey, aTragedy 


by her Cotemporary Poets the Huglifb 
Sipho. This Lad y wrote another Play call ed 


éiorace, taken from the fame French Author, 


~ ep 


acted at the Theaive in Dz ublin, tranflated from 
the Lvewch of Corneilie, it is wrote in Verfe b 
Mrs. Catharine Phillips (the fam’d Orinda) 
t *d 


(a) Hi een Burnel, Eig; a Gentleman of Jre/and, wrote 
call ig Landgartha, a Tragi-Comedy, acted at the 
vew Theatre in Dublin 1641, with very great Applaufe 
(fo fays the Title but there areno A€tors Names print- 
edin the Drama. The Prologue was fpoke by an 4ma- 
zom arm’d with a Battle-Ax to befpeak the Favour of the 
Audience. The Plot is taken from the Danifh Hiftory 
of Saxe Gramaticus, -This Play was the laft that was 
perform’d on the Theatre in Warberg-ffreet before the 
Rebellion broke out, which was difcover’d by Mr.Ovwen 
O Connolly but the Night before the Execution, which 
prevented the City of Dublix being fe.z’d on the 22d of 
Odober 1641, as intended, but it was too late to give 
Notice to the reft of the Kingdom, which felt the fatal 
Effect of the Rebellion. 


but 
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but neither of them play’d in England, till af= 
ter her Death, which fell out in the Year 1664, 
in the 31ft Year of her Age; of the Small-Pox. 
_ From this we may gather that fhe refided in 
| Freland, Gnce both her Plays were acted in this 
Kingdom fome Years before they were pet- 
| form’d in England. 
"The Theatre in Smock-Alley was fo badly 
built, that in the Year 1671, fome Part of it 
fell down, when two were kill’d and feveral 
forely maim’d. We can give little Account of 
the Theatre here from this Time till after the 
Revolution; all that can be given will be noted 
ia the Life of Foleph Afbbury, Efg; Playing 
was difcontinued during the Troubles between 
King William and Fames the Second, but when 
qviet Peace was reftor’d, the Theatre open’d a- 
gain with Othello, Moor of Venice. The Part 
of Othello, by Mr. Wilks (fee more of this in 
the Memoirs of that. excellent Player). ‘This. 
Play was a€ted by Officers moftly about the: 
Cattle, Mr. 4/bbury Jago only, for the Com- 
pany was not form’d ull three Months after, 
when they began again with Othello, which. 
was on March 23, 1691-2, the Day of pro- 
claiming the End of the ria War, ‘The Com- 
pany play’d on with Succefs many Years, and 
I find by the Caft of Sir George Etheridge’s three 
Comedies, there has. not been a better in.all 
its Branches fince, which I fhall. fer. down in 
proper Order that the Reader may judge for 
himfelf; The Caft of thefe three Plays J hadh 
|e froma 
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from the late well receiv’d Comedian, Thomas 


Griffith, Elq; 


Te Comical Revenge ; or, Love in aTub. 


Lord Bevil 

Lord Beaufort 
Colonel] Bruce 

Louis 

Sir Frederick Frolick 
Dufoy 

Sir Nicholas Cully 
Wheedle 

Palmer 


Graciana 
Aurelia 
Mrs Rich 
Letitia 
Mrs Grace 
Jenny 


Mr Schoolding 
Mr Buckley | 
Mr Booth 

Mr Keen 

Mr Wiiks 

Mr Bo Aen 

Mr Norris 

Mr Eitcourt 
Mr Lrefufis 


Mrs Knightly 
Mrs Afhbury 
Mrs Hook 
Mrs Harrifon 
Mrs Martin 
Mrs Schoolding 


She Wou'd if fhe Cou'd. 


Sir Oliver Cockwood 
Sir Joflin Jolly 

Mr Courtal 

Mr Freeman 

Mr Rakehell 
‘Thomas 


Mr Norris 
Mr Ejtcoure 
Mr Wilks 
Mr Booth 
Mr Griffith 
Mr ‘Trefufis 


Lady 


Ariana 
Gatty 

Mrs Sentry 
Mrs Gezet 
Mrs Trinket 
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Mrs Smith 

Mrs Sch: olding 
Mis Hook 

Mrs Aithbury 

Mrs Harrifon 
Mrs Martin 


The Man of Mode; Or, Szr Fopling 


' Dorimant 

» Medley 

» Old Eellair 

) Young Bellair 


| Sir Fopling Flutter 


! Shoemaker 
| Handy 
» Parfon 


Lady Townley 
Loveit 

Belivda 
Emiiia 

Lady Woodvil 
Harriec 

Pert 

Bufy 


Caneds Woman | 


Flutter. 


Mr Wiks 
4r Booth 
Mr Eftcourt 

Mr Ejltot 
Mr Griffith 
Mr Bowen 
Mr Norris 
Me Tretufise 


Mrs Smith 
Mrs Kuie ehrly 
Mrs Schoolding 
Mrs Elliot 

Mrs Martin 
Mrs Aihbury 
Mrs Hook 
Mrs Harrifon 
Mr Crofs 


Here we may fee Meffieurs Afboury, Wilks, 
| Booth, Keen, Eficourt, Norris, Grifith, Bowen, 
| Cros, and Trefu/is on: one Stage al the fame 


Time 


na 
hig 
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Time in Dublin, moft of them eminently great 
in their different Way of Acting. For the 
Women, I know little of any but Mrs. Abbas 
ry; yet I have been inform’d by Mr. Wks, 
that Mrs. Knightly, Mrs. Hook, and Mrs. S7ith 
weie very good Aétrefles in their different Parts, | 
Mrs. Afbbury is taken notice of in the Memoirs 
of her Husband. 1 will put down the Catt of | 
three Plays more in the Year 1715, when I was 
firft in this Kingdom, and fhall begin with 


Timon of Athens; or, the Man- Hater. 


Timon Mr Tho Elringtor 
Alcibiades Mr Evans 
Apemantus | Mr Afhbury t+ 
Nictas Mr Fr. Elringion 
Phzax Mr Thurmond 
fElius Mr Trefulis + 
Cleon b Mr Quin 

Ifidore Y | Mr Hall 
Thrafillus Mr Daugharty (a) 
Demetrius Mx Leigh 

Poet Mr Griffith: 
Painter Mr Qates 
Jeweller Mr Bowman 
Mufician Mtr Hallam 


Thofe with this Mark } were of the former Comme 

pany. | 
Evandra 
(a) Mr. Daugharty was found dead, fuppos’d by fome 


by a Fall down the Stairs of a Cellar ; while others ima 
ging. 
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Evandra Mrs Thurmond 
Malifla Mrs Wilkins 
Chloe by | Mrs Haywood (b) 
Thais Mifs Wilfon 
Phrinia Mifs Schoolding (c) 


TA M ER Did eNp 


Tamerlane Mr Athbury 
Bajazet by |. Mr Tho. Elrington 
Axalla Mr Leigh 


gine he was murder’d by a Watchman with his Watch- 


Bill, by a Cut in his Skull, but the Murderer was never 


found ont. 


(b) Mrs, Haywood has made herfelf Eminent to the 


|polite World by her Writings; fhe is ftill alive. Her 


ce) 


numerous Novels, will be ever eftcem’d by Lovers of 
that Sort of Amufement. She is likewife Authorefs of 
‘three Dramatic Pieces. 1h, The Fair Captive, a Trae 


gedy. 2d, + Wife ta be Let, a Comedy. Mrs. Hay- 
wood perform’d the Capital Part in this Play. 3d, Fre- 


| derick Duke of Brunfwick, a Tragedy. She alfo joyn’d 
) with Mr. Hatchet, in making Songs to Mr, Fie/ding’s 
| Tom Thumb which were compos’d by the ingenious Mr. 
| Frederick Lampe, and perform’d often with the Title of 


| 
| 
i} 


| a celebrated Stage Dancer in this Kingdom. 


the Opera of Operas. As the Pen is her chief Means of 
Subfiftance, the World may find many Books of her 


| Writing, tho’ none have met with more Succefs than her 


Novels more particularly her Love in Excefs, &c. Her 


| Dramatic Works have all died in their firft vifiting the 


World, being exhibited in very fickly Seafons for Poe- 
try. Mr. Pope has taken her for his Goddets of Dulnefs 
in his Dunciad, but fhe need not blufh in fuch good 
Company. 

(c Mifs Schoolding, was marry’d:to Monfiéur Moreau 


Monefes 


$8 
Monefes 
Prince of Tanais | 
Omar 
Haly | b 
Stratocles | 
Derviie 
Mirvan | 
Zama 

Arpafia | 


Selima 


y | 
by | 


TheCommitte; or, the Faithful Jrifbman., 


Colone! Carelefs 
Colonel Blunt 
Lieutenant Story 
Mr Day 
Abel 
Obadiah 
Teague 
1{t Committee-man 
2d Committee=-man 
3d Committee-man 
Bovkfeller 
Bailiff 
Mrs Day 
Arabella 
Ruth by 
Mrs Chat 


SOIT Le SRE, 


by 
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IM .~ Bowman 


Mr Kendail 


Mr Evans 

Mr Quin (e) 

Mr Halil 

Mrs Fitzgerald (f) 
Mr Oates 

Mr F. Elrington 
Mr Minns 

Mr Boman 


Mrs Thurmond 
Mifs Wilfon 


Mr Afhbury 

Mr Tho.Elrington 
M: Evans | 
Mr F. Elrington | 
Mr Quin | 
Me frefufis 

M> Griffith 

Mr Hall 

M;: Minns 


Mer Hallam 


Mrs Martin (g) 
Mrs Afhbury 

Mrs Fhurmond 
Mifs Schoolding 


(e) Mr. Quin was then a Youth. : 
Cf) Mrs. Fitzgerald, whofe Ma den Name.was Savan, 
generally play’d the Part of a young man, 
(g) Mrs. Martin was the Original Mrs. Peachum and | 
Diana Trapes in the Beggars Opera, pic 
lle 


i 
7} 
| 
| 
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| Diftinguifhed Characters in Bills,were not in 
)Fafhion, at the Time thefe Plays were per- 
}form’d; they were printed in Order according 
}to the Drama as they ftood, not regarding the 
} Merit of the Aftor. As for Example in Mac- 
beth, Duncan King of Scotland appear’d firit in 
ithe Bill, tho’ aéted by an infignitficant Perfon, 
jand fo every other Actor appear’d according 
}to his Dramatic Dignity, all of the fame fiz’d 
i Letter. But latterly, 1 can aflure my Readers, 
) IT have found it a difficult Task to pleafe fome 
| Ladies as well as Gentlemen, becaule I could not 
| find Letters large enough to pleafe them ; and 
| fome were fo very fond of Elbow-room, that 
they would have fhoved every Body out but 
themfelves, as if one Perfon was to do all, and 
have the Merit of all, like Generals of an Ar- 
my; fuch a Vi@ory was gained by fuch a 
King, and fuch a Prince, while the other Ofh- 
cers and Soldiers are forgot. But as 777m tells 
‘us in the Fuseral; or, Grief A-la-mode, 50,000 
of {uch Rafcals as thefe will make an Alexander. 
I fhall leave this laft Quarter of a Hundred 
of Years to the Memory of others, that I 
may the fooner come to the Conclufion of my 
little Hiffory, and fall upon the Memoirs, I 
have told you the firft Theatre was built in 
1635, and the old Smock-Alley Houfe in 1661, 
and now I fhall proceed to the reit, as they 
ftand at prefent. | 
In the Year 1732, a Theatrical Booth was 
ereGted by Mrs. Violante an ItahanLady, cele- 
brated, for Strength and Agility, a Qualifica- 
| tion 


om ah ne 


— == Ss 


Sein 


——— ————— Oe eee — 
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tion that does not render the Fair-Sex the leat 
more amiable; the Strength of the Limbs, 
which thefe Sort of Undertakers expofe, in my 
Opinion, is fhockingly indecent, but hers were 
matculinely indelicate, and were of a Piece with 
the Features of her Face.- 1 am informed the. 
fhewing her Limbs did not meet with the Suc- 
cefs in this Kingdom, as the had found in het 
elder Sitter, England; that Lady’s Childrem)| 
delight in fuch Entertainments ; Bull-baiting; 
Boxing, Bear-Garden and Prize-ghting. will) 
draw to them all Ranks of People, from the 
Peer tothe Pedlar: Our late Eaglifo Gladiator 


ae! Beamon mbed ahem a shed : A nit nas 
Mr. Figg ot Cutting-flafhing Memory, made 

! * a . ; a ae > {7 
much private Emolument, by his public Va- 


Jour, more elpecially in Linnen (hb). 


But 


(h) Mr. Figg informed me once, that he had not 
bought a Shirt for more than twenty Years, but had fold 
fome Dozens It was his Method, when he fought in 
his Amphitheatre (his Stage bearing that fuperbe Title) 
he fent round to a felect Number of his Scholars to bor- 
row a Shirt for the euluing Combat, and feldom fail’d 
of half a Dozen of ‘uperfine Holland, from his 
prime Pupils (moft of the young Nobility and Gentry 
made it Part of their Education to march under his war- 
like Banner.) ‘his Champion was generally Conqueror, 
tho’ his Shirt feidom fail’d of gaining a Cut from his 
Enemy, and fometimes his Fleth, tho’ I think he never 
receiv’d any dangerous Wound. Mott of his Schollars, 
were at every Battle, and were fure to exnlt at their 
great Mafters Victories, every Perfon fuppofing he faw 
the Wounds their Shirt received Mr Figg took his 
Opportunity to inform his Lenders of Linnen, of the 
Chafms their Shirt received, with a Promife to fend 
them 
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But toMadamoilelle Molante. She finding het 
| Tumbling tirefome, fell into Playing, and Pan- 
) tomime (another Difgrace to the Drama) Mr. 
| Barrington, Mr. Gobn Morris, and 1 think 
1 Mr.Beam/ly, Mils Woffington,Mifs Mackay(now 
) Mrs. Adiichel) and many others came under hex 
| Directions, and play’d feveral Diamatic Pieces 
} with Grotefque Entertainments, till ftop’d by 
} the Lord Mayor of the City of Dujlin, Mrs. 
' Violante, having no Sanétion, or proper Au- 
| thority to exhibit fuch Entertainments. The 
) Ch) Place is pnt to another Ufe. 


F I 


| them home. But faid the ingenious, courageous Figg, I 
| feldom received any other Anfwer, than Damn you, keep it. 
| I fhail not enter into the Merits of this Method in 
| procuring Linnen, but if it was a Fraud, (as he told me) 
_ he was never found Guilty, for as Hudibra/s fays, 


For thofe that meddle with his Tools, 
Will cut their Fingers, if they’re Fools. 


| (h) It is now an Hofpital for indigent Lying in- Women. 
| which is a generous, virtuous, and humane Charity, 
| worthy the Imitation of every civilized Nation. The 
| Direétor, and Inventor of this ufeful Inftitution, ought to 
| be mentioned with great Refpe&. How many Subjects 
have been loft for want of fuch a noble Charity > The 
| Hofpital was opened in March 1745, and by the Firtt of 
November 1747, there were 514 Poor Women fafely de- 
livered of 281 Boys, and 241 Girls, 13 Women bearing 
| Twins. The eminent Dr. Mo//e (the ‘firft Promoter of 
| this Charitable Work, giving Attendance without Fee 

or Reward.) I with Iberia’s Elder Sifter would follow 

the Example. °Tis true there are fuch in China, but 

not under fuch Regulation; the Women there, are not 
rec iv’d 
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W411 

I ial C tak C L €a ve of Violante. and her Po- 
tures, and give It as my own Opin ion, that I 
think fuch Di sl fions are below the Dignity of 


} 


the Stage, or Humanity, W eee can be the 
Satisfaction whed Death and Danger attend 
it, I have the Fate of Pedy Tfabella (i) ever 


hf 
Y iva 


- 


emory at the mentioning of 
Enterrainmen’s. 1 fhould-have 
taid My Reader > dial VTS, Violante iad jet her 


Booth 


luch dangerous 


receiv’ c » till ¢ the Pangs of Child-Birth attack them, ac- 
cording to Mendex Pinto, and feveral Mothers with their 

fants Suen before they can be conveyed to the Hof- 
ray In Paris there is one of this Kind, but the Wo- 
men after the Moree if able, are obliged to attend 
thofe that Lye-In, and cannot be free of the Place till 
their Turn comes on, which muft be one Month at leaft, 
for as Iam informed they are Nurfes to each other. 
Rome that has Hofpitals almoft without Number, has 
none fuch, tho’ they have one for repenting Courtezans. 
Altho’ the Hofpitals in Am/fferdam maintain 20,000 
Souls of both Sexes, yet I cannot find one that is ap- 
propriated to this Ufe. 

(i) The Lady J/abella, was born in Italy, fprung 
from a noble Family in the City of Florence. She was 
put into a Nunnery at twelve Years of Age in order to 
take the Veil: but a Pofture-mafter unluckily came to 
that City, gained her Affections and found Means to 
carry her off, and marry’d her, inftruéted her in his un- 
feemly dangerous Employment, (if. we may call it fo) 
and brought her to Exg/and, where Lady J/abella was 
greatly admired for her Poftures, and Feats af Adtivity, 
The laft, and fatal ‘Time of her Performance, fhe was 
eight Months gone with Child, but the covetous Huf- 
band loved 4 oney fo well {as it is reported) that he 
would not allow her the neceflary Repofe required in her 
Condition, fo that in one of her Dances ona flack Rope, 
ihe 


{ 


h 


f 


f 


' 
‘ 

; 
ay 
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Booth to Mr. Luke Sparks, Mr. Joba Barring- 


1 


I ton, Milfs Mackay (now Mrs. Mitchel) for three 


Pounds per Week: ‘The three mentioned Per- 
fons being all very young, fell defperately in 
Love with the Dramatic ‘Poets, and were re- 
folved to matry them, with their Poetical For- 
tune, that is, without a Rag to cover their 
Nakednefs, or rather nothing but Rags, for 


I their Scenes had fhewed their beft Days. How- 
| ver Cloaths wer bo a ? Fa , + Cea Friends 
\ evet Uariss WEFE yOCrrTOWEA, ,;OmMe irom fichnds, 
/and fome to be paid for, and they began witl 


| a Comedy of Furgubar’s, call'd the Inconfiant, 


or the Way to Win bim; the three chief Parts 
being periormed by the three adventrous Un- 


ed 


dertakers, viz. 


im: ae 
Duretete | by ! 
Bifarre } Milfs Mackay 


Mr. Sparks (as having played before, ina 
Country Company) was the Manager. ‘The 
Play was performed much better than was ex- 
pected, and their Company {oon became more 


‘numerous, being join’d by others that look’d 
more to Profit, than Pleafure ; for thele three 


fhe fell, on the Stage, where the Mother and Infant 
newly born with the Force of the Fali, expired in a 
Moment, fatal Cataftrophe! in the twenty-firlt Year 
of her Age, This was the running Account of the poor 
lady J/abella, after her Death. whofe End was much 
lamented, for notwithftanding her difreputable Empioy- 
ment, fhe was efteemed as a Woman of ftrict Virtue, 
ee Lovers 


64. 4 General HISTORY 


Lovers of the Drama could play Heroes and 


Heroines without eating. Love for the Sublime 
was enough for them. However, other People 
cid not relifh this Camelion Diet, and hunger’d 
after fomething more fubftantial, therefore 
refolyved upon Benefits, and gave the firft 
o Milfs Mackay, in order to break the Ice. 
‘The Fop’s Fortune was the Play, and fhe then 
cing a young promifing AGtrefs, feveral La-- 
dies of the firft Rank, efpous’d her Caufe and 

ught upwards of forty Pounds to her Benefit. 
They might well fay with the Herald in the 


They had uct feen fo much the Lord knows when: 

The Succefs of this Benefit, alarmed the O/d 

Smotk-Alley Houfe, who applying to the Lord* 
Mayor, he fent Orders to forbid their Ading, 

and it was with much Difficulty they had leave 

to play one more, which was Woman's a Riddle 

to a good Houle, | 


And that the laft. 


This was the Spring from whence Raasford- 
frreet arofe out of the Power of the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, 

Rausford-(trect Theatre was built, and open- 
ed for the firft Time, under a Licence granted 
by the Right Honourable the Earl pecs (k); 

eing 


(k) I faw a Licence granted by that worthy Noble- 
man 
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) being Part of his Liberties. 


The firft Play 


| thac was performed there, was a Comedy call'd 


LOVE forLOVE. 


(The Company being under the Direftions of 


A a 
| Sir Sampfon 


) Valentine 
| Tattle 

| Forefight 
| Ben 

| Trapland 
| Jeremy 


Angelica 


| Mrs Frail 
| Mifs Proe 
| Narfe. 


Example! 


(1) Since dead. 
(m) Since dead, 


Mrs Forefight 


i 
H 
| 
| 
I 
i 
| 
i 


by. : 


(nj) Now in England? 


(oc) Dead: 
| (p) Dead. 
| (gq) Now Mrs Mitchel, 
(r) Now Mis. Martin. 
(fj Lives.at Cor ke. 


} 
| 
i 


Mr. Husband.) 


Mr Moore (1) 

Mr Husband 

Mr Ravenfcroft (m) 
Mr Bourne (n) 

Mr Sparks 

Mr Daniel 

Mr Roch 


Mrs Ravenfcroft (0) 
Mrs Smith (p) 

Mifs Mackay (q) 
Milfs Barnes (r) 

Mrs Talent (1) 


man to the late Mr. Thomas Walker, Comedian, fo’ forty 
Pounds per Annum, which Sum was meant to be given 
to the Poor in the. Zarl.of Meath’s Liberty : 


A. Pious 
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I never faw this Theatre, but have been ih- 
form’d it was a very neat compact Building, 
capable of containing a hundred Pounds at come 
mon Prices, which they never raifed, but at 
Benefits, 

The Company performed here above a Year 
with tolerable Succefs, fometimes Neip and 
fometime Spring Tides. But when Henry the 
Eighth with the pompous Coronation was ex- 
hibited at the Theatre in Aungier-/trect, they 
were almoft forfaken, good Senfe with Show, 
for once prevailed, which is not always the 
Cafe. 

As Poverty is the Mother of Invention, all 
the Wit of the Company went to work, and 
at lait produced a Mock Coronation, with lefs 
Expence than a Lady’s Tail at Aungier-jfirect 
Theatre. It was called the Beggars Coronation 


Royal Merchant; or, the Beggars Bujo, with the 
following “Prologue on the folemn Occafion, 
ufhered in by this Preamble-in Print: 


APROLOGUE /poke at Ransford-ftreet 

Play-Houle, om the Revival of the Royal 
Merchant ; or, the Beggars Buth, which was 
aifed with the Mock Coronation, om the 
‘Playing King Benty the VIllth aad Coro- 
yation 1% Aungier-tireet Play- Houje. 


W ELL! by this Time, your Eyes have ach'd 


with gazing 


Oi Coronations, Masks and Sights, no Jefs a= 


| 
' 
| 


a 
(and not unworthy that Title) in the Play of the | 


maxing ! Flere, | 


ie — 
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Here, then you come, unwilling to be pleas’d 
Longer than juft your dazzled Sight is eas'd: 
1 The Sun, tistvue, will dim the ftronge/t Eye, 
| And Darknefs only can new Force /upply— 
‘Yet you muft own, that had no Show been there, 
You'd been content to kill an Evening here. 
| The Coronation made fo great a Noife, 
Had there been none, Harry had mifs'd yourVoice, 
Buffoon—Jack pudding—Jobfon—Hob cui- 
fpiv'd 

| In vain, to make the Burle{que King admird ; 
| He Play’d it, tho’, fome fay, with wondrous Art! 
| His Belly—fhiok, and—that was all the Part, 
Yet, Faith, ’tis odd—But we furprize you more 

Than Harry’s Hob! or Wolfey’s envy'd Store. 
| Here boneft Claufe, fball gain a Beggar's 

Crown, 
Tho Tyrants threaten, and proud Churchmen 
|» frown ! 
| Each willing Subjett his fall Tribute brings, 
Abborving Slavery, yet adoring Kings : 
| Claufe! tho’ a Beggar, ‘midft his Rags, is Free, 
| Henry’s a Slave, to Tyrants great as he: 
How does their Splendor, mock their wretched Fate? 
They mourn in Pomp, and flarve in pageant State! 
Like petty Kings, who Rome’s Suljeétion own, 
To feed its Pride, they hunger on a Throne, 
If any here with indigejted Rage 

Will fpeak malignly of our {porting Stage, 
As if in Ridicule of Rites fo knows 
Sacred to Britain’s Fame, and Grorce's Crown, 
We thus our Mock'ry of State purfue, 
Les others our Defign with Candour view, pie 

U6 
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And own, if any Difrefpect appears, 
"Tis them we mock, be then the Cenfure theirs. 


As the World is fond of Novelty (and this 
Mock Coronation appearing new, the Stream 
of Succeis owed upon them ion a rapid Tors 
rent, {welled their Pockets till they overflowed 
their Banks, and watered the Fields of many a 
Publican! Dats were cleared, and every fingle 
Perfon might Fearlefs look at the Dia! on the 
Tholfel. 

Their Succefs went even beyond their Hopes, 
and Aungier- diggs fuftered fhort Allowance (as 
they fay at Sea) becanfe the Current was turn’d 
another Wa Yet I find by this Succefs all do 
not think like 

King yee iiy the Eighth with the Coronation 
in the utmoit 4 fagnificence, was performed in 
the Year of his “ refent Majetty’s Acceffion to 
the Throne, at the Vheatre Royal in Drurye 
Lane, London. ‘The Succefs there was beyond 
the Bounds of Expectation, It was even added 
to every Play, asa Pantomime, &c: and exhi+ 
bited that one Seafon 75 Times 

The Theatre in Lincoln’s-Ina- Fields, got up 
a Mock Coronation as a Burlefque upon that ia 
Drury-Lane; but the Audience took a different 
Turn to that in Raasford-(frect\; for the poor 
mock Peers and Magittrares were pelted off the 
Stage, in the utmoft Contempt, and. all their 
Study and Labour came to nothing. 

However, this Mock Corcnation filled Ranf- 
ford-firect Theatre, feventeen fucceeding Ni ine 

ue. 


nt ee 


of the STAGE. 69 


But as Mountain Rivers foon overflow, they as 
foon fink, and reft in their natural Bed again; 
Ransford firect was too far out of the way, 
therefore the Company after three Years Occu- 
pation, forfook it. However I fhall fubjoyna 
| Couple of Poetical Pieces of Poetry occafioned 

sy the above “Prologue. Wits are a Tribe like 
Yews, and one Production begets another. As 
every Line of Battle Ship has its own Chaplain, 
fo every Theatre have their own Poets, and 
fometimes like Ragotin in Scarronm may be found 
in itinerant Yreops. The opponent Theatre 
produced one fpoke by Mrs. Bellamy in Boy’s 
| Cloaths, at a Time when an Epidemic Cold 
had reigned g:eatly in ‘Lown. 
| Dear Ladies! may I perifb, but Iam proud 
To find you all vecover’d, and fo loud 
Not cne fore Throat among ft you, now remains 
Of that vile Cold of which the Town complains ; 
And Faith! yow li anfwer for me I'm fincere, 
When I profefs Pm glad to fee you here! 

I found a Female Habit would not da 

Aud therefore tvy'd a Pair of Breeches too: 
A fpruce young Blade, well made with fuchAddrefs 
Among you Belies, may peak with fome Succefs— 
And I, who am a Woman—to my Coft, 
Know by myfelf, what pleafe the Ladies moft— 
Tin vain we ftrive cur Merit here to fhuw 
For ev'ry Night, to Ransford-{treet you go 
Where patuted Scenestand tinfill’d taudry Drefs 
Ave only fplendid Signs of Emptynefs. 
But 
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But this is Scandal, for all Dublin knows 
That Play-houfe deals, not over much in Choaths, 


Two Venders of the fame Commodity, will be 
a little too apt to depreciate each othersGoods, 
therefore the Poet drew his Pen in their De- 
fence, and furnifhed forth the following “Pro-_ 
logue {poke by Mifs Mackay in the Character 
of Lady Townly, in the Provok’d Husband. 


As fome poor Squire to Country Quarters fent, 

Fits Credit gone, and all bis Money {pent ; 

A Swarm of Duns, each Morn attend kisDoor, 

Crying out Money! Faith we're very poor. 

Why ay! the ’Squire replies, but pray have 
Patience, 

Six Months Arrears comes with my next Ac- 
quittance. 


Fuft fo I’ve told my Duns this many a Day, 
Lhey'd all have Money when I got my Play. (t) 
Lhe other Houfe, we thank their honeft Care, 
Have to their Coft, eugag’d the good Lord 

Mayor 
To fend us, as they thought——the Lord knows 
where ! 
Yet we'll forgive them, if they keep their Word, 
But that is more thaw they can yet afford, 
"Tis true. alas! we're {cant in Cloaths; while they 
Abound in more—than they can ever pay— 


(t) This Play was for Mifs Mackay’s Benefit. 
Our 
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Our Houfe isnew—thanks to our Benefattors{a) 

Nor do we envy thofe enflav'd Detrattors 

‘They may get one, but Lord knows where get 
Aftors (w). 


) We may fee this laft Bard did not take the 
Bleaft Advantage of his Antagunift, their Lines 
were exactly even, and eighteen Thrutts given 
Non each Side, and therefore neither could 
I claim the Conqueft, tho’ like Battles in Miaa- 
ders each Side claim’d the-Victory, and each 
zeneral put en the Wreath of Conqueror. 
The Theatre in Aungier-fireet, was built by 
) the veluntary Subfcription of many of the Ilu- 
) ftrious Nobiliry and Gentry of the Kingdom. 
| The firft Stone was laid by the Duke of Dor/er, 
i then Lord Lieutenant, but I think the Archi- 
) te&t had more View to the Magnificent, than 
| Theatrical: The Audience Part is ornamen- 
ted ‘with rich Embellifhment, that gives it a 
fuperbe Countenance, but no Difparagement 
to the Archite@tin other Buildings, this might 
have been more convenient with lefs Coit. But 
I believe the Contriver had an Eye more to 
Ridottos, than the Drama, if fo, indeed his In- 
tentions were anfwered, for in that Shape it 
may vie with that ifthe Azy-market in Lon- 
don. “Yhruftta& my own Opinion in this Man- 
ner, might have the Air of Prefumption, if 
my Employment and Obfervation had not 
(v) Old Smock- Alley, was then in a ruinous Condition. 
(w) Aungier fireet was after built for the Company in 
Smock Alley. 
taken 
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taken up full thirty Years of my Time: -In o- 
ther Buildings, I would not pretend to give 
my Judgment ona Pidgeon-Houfe, or a Centry 
Box, or give Dire&tions in ere€ting a thatched 
Cabin, or a Turnpike 

Aungier-fireet Theatre opened March the 
gth, 1733-4, with the Comedy of the Recruit- 
ing Officer, the Parts a€ted as follows. 


Captain Piume Mr J. Elrington 
Juttice Ballance Mr Layfield 
Captain Brazen | M: R. Elrington 
Worthy Mr Watfon 

Kite °Y | Mr Vanderbank 
Bullock Mr F.Elrington (x) 
ift Recruit Mr Reed (y) 
2d Recruic Mr Butler (z) 


Silvia | Mrs Bellamy 
Melinda | by | Mrs Wrightfon 
Lucy Y | Mrs Reynolds 
Rofe Mrs Moreau 


Thefe were the maia Body of the Theatrical 
Army in its firft March, tho’ feveral Auxilla- 
ries joyn’d them afterwards. 

The Theatre in: Svockg Alley(a) was built by 
avoluntary Sub{cription, The Archited has 

coufidered 

(x) Since dead. 

(y) Now in his Majefty’s Navy. 

(z) Died.in England 

(a2) The proper Name is Orange-fireet, but it took the 
Appellation of Saock- Alley from Mother Bungy of infa- 
mous 


. 
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| confidered the Building more for the real In- 


tention of the Proprietors, 1 mean for Profit : 
The Cavea, or that Part where the Audience 


fir, is mach more convenient, than that of 
Aungur-firect, and will contain a Fifth Part 
more 10 Number than the latter, altho’ ic does 
not appear fo to the Eye. On the Contrary, 


the Stage is more cramp’d for want of Room, 
which might have been otherwife at the firtt 


building. 

When I came firft from England, in the 
Year1741, I brought over an experienc’d Ma- 
chineft, who alter’d the Stage, atter the Man- 
ner of the Theatres in France and England, 
and formed a Machine to move the Scenes re- 
sularly all together; but it is fince laid ace, 
as well as the Flies above, which were made 
as convenient as the Theatre would admit. 
However the prefent Manager has form’d it as 
Regular and Convenient as “the Spot would al- 
low of ; decorated it with all the Elegance 
of the Theatres abroad, with proper Scen ery 
and Habits, that her ailog Sifters in Baglai ad 
need not blufh at the Figure fhe makes. 


ays, a Sink of Sin ; but 
a Man being found murder’d in thefe E Jottomlefs Pits of 
Pickednet. the Sheds were pulled down by the e Popu» 
Jace, the unclean Vermin were banifh’d, the Place purg- 
ed of its Infamy, handfome Dwellings now fhow their 
Faces in a modeft Garb, and entertain modeit, and re- 
putable Inhabitants, and therefore I think ought to lofe 
its old ftained Name. But if Tydurn were removed the 
Spot would be call’d Zyéurn ttill. | 
G This 


mous Memory, and was in her Days, a Si 
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This new Theatre opened with a Comedy 
called Love makes a Man ; ot, the Fop’s Fortune, 


The Parts played as follows. 


Don Antonio Mr Dath 

Don Charino Mr Bourne 
Carlos Mr Ward 
Don Lewis a Mr Wetherilt 
Don Duart y Mr Cathe] 
Clody Mr Sparks 
Governor Mr Redman 
Sancho Mr Earrington 


Elvira | Mifs Boucher 
Lovifa by | 


Mrs Ward 
Angelina Mifs Barnes (b) 

But fo eager were they to open(or to get Money) 
that they began to play, before the back Part 
of the Honfe was tyl’d in, which the Town 
Knowing, they had not half an Audience the 
firft Night; but mended leifurely by Devrees, 
where we fhall leave them on the mending 


Hand, and walk to 
CAPEL-STREET. 


This Theatre was built, like an acerieved 
People in the State of Rebellion ; their Forces 
raifed in aHurry neither well cloathed,armed,or 
paid, their Fortifications fo flightly thrown UP; 

(b) Now Martin. 

th 
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WPthat did not promife a long Defence, tho’ they 
(}had a Veteran at their Head, that might have 
taught them Difcipline, had he taken proper 
)Pains with his raw Soldiers, or rather indeed, 
thad they been more capable of being taught, 
but this hafty Building was erected in the great 
) Canfe of Liberty ! 


The Love of Liberty with Life is given, 
And Life itfelf’s th? inferior Gift of Heaven. 


| This Company open’d under the San&tion 
} of the Lord Mayor ot Dublin, and called them- 
i felves the City Company of Comedians. Their 
i firt Play was Shake/pear’s Merchant of Venice. 


| Duke Mr Rivers 
'  Morochius Mr Brouden 
Antonio Mr Townfend 
Baflanio Mr Marfhal 
Gratiano b Mr Hall 
Lorenzo y Mr Corry 
Shylock Mr Wright 
Tubal Mr Bourne 
Launcelot Mr Morgan 
Portia Mrs Brouden 
Netiffla by | Mrs Phillips 
Jeffica Mifs Lewis 


I fhall leave the further Mention of this Thea- 
_ tre to the Memoirs of the worthy Proje€tor of 
G 2 it, 
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it, Harlequin Phillips, and end with its Neigh- 
bour, 


PUNCHE’S ‘THBMDR RF; 


a 


lige, or Contradi& his Will! no cla-| 

¢ for Parts, or Pay! no Envy reigns a- 

mong them | no Sycophants to corrupt his Ears 
with Falfhoods, or cringing Flatterers to tickle | 
his Vices, or {well his Pride and Vanity. But | 
y him without Self-Intereft, or ever 
vic themfelves whether they are naked or 
loath’d ; or ever repine at the Succefs of each 
Performance, or like the Spaniards (c) 

lay 


rlappy Manager ! whofe Servants never 


ree 


(c) A Spanih Bilhop writes thus of the Conqueft of 
America, ‘ The firft Conquerors of this large new 
‘* World gave out, that there were mighty Giants and 

warlike Amazons, all of them a Race of Cannibals 

that fed upon human Flefh, making War on each o- 

ther for that Purpofe. But thefe Reports were fpread 

to cover the Inhumanity of the Spaniards, who put to 

Death with extream Tortures above Six Millions of 

innocent, naked, harmlefs Indians. Pretending it 

was in the Service of Heaven to rob, ftarve, and mur- 
der the Image of their Creator, when it has been pro- 

ved their own Avarice was the Motive, when Milli- 

ons were put to Death a thoufand Ways, becaufe 

they could not, or would not difcover their hidden 

Wealth. 

Thus it too often falls out among ourfelves, when a 


poor Wretch is half laden with Injuries, they make up 
the 
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Y Jay Faults on the Jadians to cover their own 
Cruelty. Mr. Punche’s Theatre has been built 
| and occupy’d by thefe decent, and well bes 
| haved Performers feveral Years. It goes by 
ithe Name of the firft Founder, STRETCH, as 
| the Coffee-Houfes in London ftill go by the 
J Names of Toms, Whites, and Wills, tho’ the 
) Names of their prefent Matters, may be Fack, 
| Sam, or Ned. However it intimates the firft, 
‘) were Eminent in their Stations, and it €x- 
‘| preffes Modefty in the Survivors, in owning it, 
by continuing their Names, rather than their 
te | 

| oe hus has this opulent City of Dublin every 
| Innocent Diverfion, that may unbend the 
: Mind, equal to any City of Europe, leaving the 
| Italian Opera out, which can neither produce 
| Mirch, or Sorrow, Pity or Compaffion. Yet 
| here is Mufic in Perfection, converted toa 
| better Ufe than in Britain, which produce a 
| double Pleafure---the Charms of Harmony and. 
| the Means to relieve the Poor. 


I have been in moft Parts of the World in 
| my Youth, and in every Place of Note 1 have 
} touch’d at (as the Sailors term it) have found 
| the Natives of this Kingdom in Places of Trust 
| and Power, venerated, and efteemed by all. I 


the other half Burden with Falfhoods, and very human 
Jy throw on a Weight that intirely. finks him. 


G 3 | halk 
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fhall therefore conclude with two Lines of that 
celebrated French Author Mont, Voltaire (d). 


Peuple malbeureux doux genereun, et vaillant, 
En tous liewx Exiles, mais par tout Triumphant. 


‘¢ Tll-fated Race! brave! generous, and true, 
“¢ Tho’ Exiles in each Clime, through all fubdue. 


(d) [have mentioned this Author in another Part of 
the Work, as an Exile, but have learn’d fince, that his 
Banifhment is repealed, and he is made Hiforiographer 
to the French King. 
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oe St 


IM EM OLR S of the Principal 
) Performers on the STAGE. 


JosePH AsnBuRY, Efq; 


| HIS worthy Gentleman was born in 
Londom, the Year 1638, of an antient 
pFamily. His Father marty’d a near Relation 
pot that great Scholar and Soldier, Sir Walter 
) Raleigh, who was firft Gentleman to that Duke 
bof Buckingham, that was kill’d by Lieutenant 
) Felton in the Reign of King Charles the Firtt. 
} The Gentleman I am about to give an Ac- 
Fcount of, was fent very young to (e) Eaten- 
| School, near Windsor, where he received a gen= 
) tee] Education, being very well inftructed in 
| Claffieal Learning. After the Death of his Fa- 
}ther, his Friends procur’d him a Pair of Co- 


)  (e) The School of ator was Founded by that unfor- 
) tunate King Henry the Sixth, Eminent to a Degree for 
)) producing Men of great Learning. Tis feated on the 
) delightful River of Thames in Buckinghamfhire, over- 
againit Windfor in Berk/bire ; it is call’d Eaton-College. 
| The Chapel is a handfome Gothic Pile, with an Organ 
and Quire. This Place is ranked as the firft Free- 
School in the King’s Dominions. It feems by Art and 
| Nature form’d for Study, its thady Walks, Public or 
Private, large Gardens, Orchards, Groves, and the 
limpid River are natural Calls for Learning. 


lours 
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lours in the Army under the Duke of Ormond, 
which was the firft Time of his coming into 
this Kingdom, in the laft Year of O//ver Crom- 
wel’s Adminiflration. 

Mr. A/bbury was one of the Number of Of- 
ficers that feiz’d the Caftle of Dublin, when Go- 
vernor ‘Fones was made Prifoner, and fecur’d in | 
Behalf of King Charles IY. He was made Lieu- 
tenant of Foot of a Company granted by that | 
Monarch to the City of Dublin, in theYear1660, } 
and 1662, the Duke ot Ormond, the then Lord | 
Lieutenant, made him one of the Gentlemen of 
his Retinue, and Deputy-Mafter of the Reve/s 
under Fohn Ogilby, Efq; {ome time after.. 

In the Year 1682, at ‘he Death of the Mafter 
of the Revels, through Mr. A/bbury’s Intereft 
with the Duke of Ormond, he was made Pa- 
tentee, and Mafter of the Revels in this King= 
dom, His firft Wite was Sifter to an eminent 
Actor of that Time (Mr. Richards) by whom 
he had two Children, who died in their Infan- 
cy, and the Mother of them being a very ine 
firm Woman, was not long after the Death of 
her fecond Child before fhe left the Worid. 

Mr. Afbbury continued a Widower many 
Years, ull fixing his Eyes upon Mifs Dar- 
ling, a blooming young Gentlewoman, Daugh- 
ter tothe Reverend Mr. Darling, Dean of Em- 
ly. By this Lady he had two Sons, the eldeft | 
Mr. Boyle Ajbbury, Lieutenant in Brigadier 
Bor’s Regiment, and unfortunately kill’d in | 
a Duel at Sligoe (where he was then, on Du- | 
ty) June the oth, 1725. The laft of the Male, | 

| ~ Races] 
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t | Race (Mr. Richard Afobury) is Deputy Athlone 


i )Purfivane, and.an eminent Undertaker in Capel 
inp rect ( (t)... His only Daughter was marry’d to 
"Mc. Thomas Elrington. 

\B. Mr. Afpbury was not only the principal Ador 

yin his Time, but the beft Teacher of the Rudi- 

ijgmments of ‘that Science in the three Kingdoms. I 

{peak not from my own Judgment, but that of 

j many others, as Mr. Wilks, Mr. Booth, Mr. 
Keene, &c. ‘Yo prove this, give me leave to 

] infert a Letter from Mr. Wilks to Mr. Afhbury 


W 


q concerning Mr. William Wilks his Nephew(g). 


| 17° Jofeph Athbury, E/g; Mafter of the Revels, 
Dublin. 


|. I Have no Pretence to ask a Favour of Mri 

Ajpbury, bur that he has a thoufand Times 
t ih obslip: dme. I take the Liberty, therefore, 
‘to recommend the Bearer, my Nephew (h), 
| * to 


* (f) The firt Part of this Account, I gather’d from 
® Mr, Fo/eph Afbbury’s own Mouth, when I was a young 
} Man under his Dire@ions in this Kingdom, about four 
® Years before his Death, when he liv’d at the Boaw/ing- 
Y Green-Houfe, Oxmantown, fince built upon ; then, | be- 
) lieve the fineft Spot of its Kind in the whole Univerfe. 
)  (g) I was favour’d with this Letter by Mr. Richard 
 Afbury the Son. 

ch) Mr. William Wilks, the Nephew mention’d in 
this Letter, came over here and play’d feveral Parts in 
}) the Old Smock- Alley Theatre; and tho’ young and gen- 
) teel, he was only the Shadow of his Uncle, and his 
' Name befriended him more than his Abilities. He re- 
| turn’d to England, after a Year’s Probation here, and 
| was 
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*to you, for your Countenance, and Favour: 
“ He was bred an Attorney, but is unhappily | 
* fallen in Love with that fickle Miftrefs the | 
“Stage, and no Arguments can difuade him 
“from it. I have refus’d to give him any Coun- 
* tenance, in hopes, that Time and Experience 
‘might cure him: But fince I find him de- 
* termin’d to make an Attempt, fome-where, 
“no one, Iam fure, is able to give him fo juft 
©a Notion of the Bufinefs as Mr. dfbbury ; | 
“and, indeed, I am proud to own, that all the 
* Succefs I have met with both with you, and | 
‘in England, on the Stage, has been intirely | 
* owing to the early Impreffions I received from | 
© You. | 

“If you find that my Nephew wants either | 
‘ Genius, or any other neceffary Qualification, | 
‘I beg, dear Sir, that you will freely tell him | 
‘ his Difabilities, and then it is poffible, he 
* may more eafily be perfuaded to return to his _| 
‘Friends, and Bufinefs, which I am inform’d 
‘ he underftands perfetly well. 

* Before I had the Favour of yours, honeft | 
© Fo Trefufs (i) 1 believe, was near his Jour= | 

“ney’s 
was enter’d one of the Compary in Drury-/ane, at thirty | 
Shillings a Week, and died before he had reach’d his 
Thirtieth Year, or a higher Sallary, He was a good 
Scholar, and had a tolerabie Knack of Rhyming to his 
Philiis. 

(i) Mr Fofeph Trefufis was the original Yrapland in 
Love for Love, and a well efteem’d low Comedian (a 
Theatrical Term to diftinguifh that Branch from the 
Genteel) and was famous for Dancing an aukwardCoun- 

try 
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yf ney’s End, and I had taken care to furnitfh 
ia him with what was neceflary, for which I nei- 
tas their expect, or defire any Return, ’tis fufii- 
im cient, that you efteem it a Kindnefs, and I 
it with it were in my Power to lay a more laiting 


4 Obligation upon Mr. Afbbury, or any ot his 
ee’ Family. My moft humble Service to the 
“yf deareft Pare of you---In plain Terms~-your 
(es Wife--to Mr. Elrington and his Fauny--and 
/§* pray believe, that I fhall be ready on all Oc- 
A cafions, to fhow how much I am, dear Sir, 
4) your oblig’d and faithful humble Servant, 

i London, Dec. 

. 6, 1714, RosertT WILKS. 


re 


try Clown. He was an experienced Angler. As he was 
) Fithing by the L-fy Side, fome Friends of his were go- 
ing ina Boat in order to embark for England. Fo fee- 
()ing them, call’d to them to take him in that he might 
fee them fafe on Board. He gave his Fifhing Rod toa 
| Friend on Shore to take care of till his Return. But Zo 
it feems was prevail’d upon by his Companions to make 
J the Journey to London with them, with his Fifhing 
)}Cloaths upon his Back, not a fecond Shirt, and but 
) feven Shillings in his Pocket. His Companions left him 
Jat London, and Mr. Wilks found him gazing at the Dial 
) in the Square of Covent Garden, He hardly knew him 
Jat firft (as Mr Wilks told me) but by his particularGait, 
| which was beyond Imitation. When he ask’d him how 
he came there, and in that Pickle; Hum! ha! why 
| faith Bobby, reply’d Fo, J only came from Dublin to fee 
| what it was a Clock at Covent-Garden, However Mr. 
| Wilks new cloath’d him, fupply’d him with Money, and 
fent back, as mention’d in the above Letter, before he 
)receiv’d Mr, A/bbury’s Letter to fupply him. 


When 
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When thé Earl of barton was Lora’ Bien. 
tenaft, dome“ needy Courrier try"d" all ‘his Yn | 
terelt'té' be made’ Matter OF Fhe’ Revels? 41)fo 
much that Merv A/boury was preatly alarth’d'at 
it, which was {aid to proceed'from-a Report 
of his Death.” Therefore in the 74th Year of 
his Age,’ he embark’d for’Egland’ to follicit 
the Oueen. 

He arrive at Cheffer> trom whence ‘he fene 
the fvllowing-Letter to his Wife concerning the 
Aftlair. 


(k) Cheer; OG ober 13, 1713. 


mies! Dear, . 
HTS is*only* to let ' yon Know, that T af 
fafely°attived at Cheffer, where’ I ‘had 

¢ pens sood Fortune’ to meét with Sir Joka 
© Stanley, who was well pleas’d. to fee me. AfS 
ter I had told’ him the’ Catfe of my ssh 
“ relating to my Patent, hé’bid me be alluted) 
Che ‘woulde tender me" all | the-good°O fiteés 19 
«his Midi and was of the Opinion, It lay in 
«the Will of the Dake of Shrewsbury out good 
© Lord Lieutenan!, wi thot ut giving our gracious 
¢ Queen ' the le catt Tro md'e concerning it. h his 
© Morning {had the Honour of a Vific from’ 
© Mr: Kightly, and Sir Richard Levinze; who are 
¢.of the ame Opinion with Sir Jobs, and have 
‘both promifed me their utmoft Affiltance, 


: 


(k) I received this from the fame Hand with the o- 


ther, i 
© Good 
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} Good Mr. Kightly tells me, he will put her 
|) Majetty ix mind of ber old Maffer (k), as he 
) was pleas’dto call me. Iam {fo well fatisfy’d 
} in the Affair, that I would return to thee on 
® the firft Opportunity, if Il had not refolved to 
fee my Sitter, and my Son Jom Elrington’s 
* Father and Mother. Thou knoweft it is 
* troublefome to me to write, but to fatisfie 
» thee in thy longing Defire to hear from me, 
7 Itake the Trouble with Pleafure.. I remain 
} thine for ever, | 
Josepu Asubury, 
) € My Bleffing to all my dear Children, 


1 Mr. Afbbury fucceeded Mr. Darling as Ste- 
Yward of the King’s-Inns, a Pott of good Profit. 
Qi had not the Pleafure of knowing this great 
}Man but till the latter Part of his Life ; yer 

Mnotwithitanding his great Age, I have feen him 
Ppertorm feveral Parts with the utmott Satisfacs 
Brion ; and tho’ at his Years it could not be ex- 
Ppected the Fire of Youth and Vigour fhould 
blaze ont, yet Truth and Nature might be 
Ween in a jut Light. His Perfon was of an ad- 
Pvanrageons Heigth, well proportion’d and 
Pmanly, and notwithftanding his great Age, 
Perect, a Countenance that demanded a reve- 
Wrential Awe, a full, and meaning Eye, pier- 


¢ 


yk) Mr. Afbury taught the Queen, when the was 
7 Princefs 4nne, the Part of Semandra in Mithridates King 
Poof Pontus, which was acted at Court by Perfons of the 
firft Rank, in the Banquetting.Houfe, Whitehall, where 
Mr. Afbebury was Prompter, and conducted the Whole. 


Hi cing, 
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cing, tho’ notin its full Laftre, and yet I have 
feen him read Letters, and printed Books, 
without any A fliftance from Art;a fweet found- 
ing. manly Voice, without any Symptoms of 
his Age ia his Speech. I have feen him ac- 

uit himfelf in the Part of Carele/s in the Com- 
mittee fo well, that his Years never itruck upon 
Remembrance. And his Perfon, Figure and 
Manner in Dow Quixote were inimitable. Lhe 
Ufe of a fhort Cloak in former Fafhions on the 
Stage, feém’d habitual to him, and in Cumedy 
he feem’d to wear it in Imagination, which of- 
ten produced A€tion tho’ not ungracetul, 
particular and odd to many of the Audience, 
yet in Tragedy, thofe Actions were left off, and | 
every Motion, manly, great and proper. 

Mrs. Abbury evenin her noon-tide Sun, had 
an amiable Perfon, a {weet, innocent, modeft, 
wianing Countenance, and having fo great a 
Maffer in the Art, was ever juft in Speech and 
AGtion, without climbing to the Summit of 
PerfeGtion ; yet I have ften her perform one 
Parc, that feem’d a finifh’d Original, where all 
fince have appear’d to me but excellent Co- 
pies (if I may ufe the Term) that is, Mrs. 
Pinchwife in Wycherly’s Comedy of the Country 

Fofeph Atbbury, Efg; died Fuly 24, 1720, 
in the $2d Year of his Age, retaining his Juag- 
mentto the lait Moment of his Life. Mrs, 4ja- 
bury furviv'd him a few Years, bewailing his 
Lois till fhe follow’d him tothe Grave. This 
great Man was Maiter of the Revels to Five 

Monarchs 
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} Monarchs of England, viz. K. Charles 11, K. 
) James il, K, William, Q. Anne, and Ku George 
the Firft. I fhall lead him to his Grave, with 
7 the following Poem on his lamented Death, 


0 As diftant Thunder in a rowling Cloud 

) Birft murmurs inwardly, then roars aloud ; 
Till the dread Clap frights evry mortal Ear, 

) And fivikes them with a juft, and pannic Fear : 
§ Such was the fad difivatted News which bore 

0 The Tidings te us---Afhbuy's #0 more ! 

The Muses Speechle/s to bis Shrine repair, 


E 


B Even Art, and Wit, frand filent Mourners there: 

§ Yet bolder Zeal will Baads of Duty break, 

8 Aud Gratitude has liberty to |peak : 

1 True Paffion to, can In[piration bring ! 

Twas Grief firf taught the Nightingale to fing-- 

b From bis, as from fome Here's awful Tomb, 

) Even my dead Mufe foail vital Warmth refume. 

| When fir ft in Learain a’s Orb his Lufive tias'd, 

0 The World look’d up, tran'ported and amaxd! 

b His Words, as if in[pir’d, Impreffion mace, 

h Ulyfles’ Skill without his Craft difplay’d : 

I His Counfels ne’er were varnifd oer with Art, 

) With Policy, be (ill did Truth impart 

D Spoke Oracles, but always {poke bis Heart. 

D By Fudgment’s Compafs, ev'ry Courfe be fieer'd, 

| And watehd the Signals @er the Storm appear’d. 

| Es Prudence o'er the Surges did prevail, 

With Ballaft ftill proportion’d to his Sail--= 

Precipitately neer affun’d a Truft, 

To promife, flow, He? Performance sufi! 
a 


~ 


By 
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By Grace inftrutied, and by Nature mild, 
Nor relifh’d Life, but when he reconcil'd. 
His Life, and Afpedd did juft Patterns give, 


What Figures we foould make, and bow to Live.) 


NE A te A 


Mr. ANTHONY ASTON, come) 


monly call’d Towy. 
a 1S Perfon was bred an Attorney in 


England, but having a Smattering of, 
Wit and Humour, he left the Study of the. 
Law, for Parts on the Stage. He ftrain’d forth. 
a Comedy which. was aéted on the Theatre in 
Smock- Alley, call’d Love in a Hurry, bur with 
no Succefs. He play’d in all the Theatres in 
London, but never continued long in any; his 
Way of Living was peculiar to himfelf and Fas 
muily, reforting to the principal Cities ‘and 
‘Towns in Eagland with his Med/ey as he call’d 
it, which confilted. of fome Capiral Scenes. of 
Humour out of the moft celebrated Plays. .His 
Company were generally compos’d of his own 
Family, himfelf, his Wife andSon, between every | 
Scene, a Song or Dialogue of his.own Compo= 
fition, fili'd up the Chinks of the flender Meal: 
He pretended a Right to every Town he‘enter- 
ed ; and if a Company came ro any Place where 
he exhibited his Compofitions, he would ufe all 
his Art ro evacuate the Place of thefe Interlo- 
pers as he called them, |. He was ‘never nite | 
I$ 
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his Way; for ifhe:met: wichoa’ fightly:Honfe 
‘when he:wasItineranty he would foon\find the 
“Name; Title;sand Circumftancesof the Fami- 
Vy, curry them over with:his humorous Verfe, 
Jand by that Means get fomething to bear his 
Charges to his next Station. His Finances, 
Hike thofe of Kingdoms, were fometimes at the 
Wide of Flecd; and as often at lowE0d. In-one, 
Nwhere his Stream had left the Channel dry, yet 
eready to launch out ona trading Voyage with- 
Hout a Cargo, or Provifions, he call’d up his 
\Lendiord, to whom there was fomething due, 
Htold him of his Loffes in his prefent Voyage, 
Hand being fent for to another Place, defir’d he 
P would lend him a {mall Sum upon hisWardrobe 
iP (which he fhew’d him in a large Box) ten times. 
Ithe Value of the Debtowing, or the Sum bor- 
Prow’d. The hoiett Lasalord feeing a proper 
) Security eafily comply’d, gave him the Sum de- 
} man‘ed, lock’d up the Trunk, put the Key in. 
this Pocket, and retir’d. But as no Veflel cam 
make a Voyage without Sails and other pro- 
per Materials, he had contriv’d a falfe Bottom 
to this great Box, took out the Stuffing, and: 
} by Degrees, fent off his Wardrobe by his E-. 
I miflarics, unperceiv’'d. And that the Weight: 
i 


- 


3 
ah 
{ 

7 


fhould not deteé& him, he fil?d up the Void: 
with Cabbage-ftalks, Bricks and Stonescloath’d: 
§ in Rags to prevent movisg, when the Vehicle: 
# was to be taken. the nexthMorning into the 
§ Landiord’s Cuftody.” Everything fucceeded to» 
B his With, and away*wentoZows, but far wide: 
efithe’Plaée he mentioned to mine Holt. A. 
aaa 3 Weelx 
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Week was the ftated Time of Redemption, 
which the Landlord faw elapfe with infinite Sa- 
tisfaGtion (for he had'a Bill of Sale of the Con- 
tents in the Trunk) he open’d it with great 
Pleafure ; but’ when he faw-the fine Lining! 
he was Motionlefs like a Statue carv’d by a 
bungling’ Hand. He had’ Recourfe to Re- 
venge. A Bailiff with proper Dire€tions was 
{ent to the Place ‘mention’d; ‘but if he had ‘dif= 
coyer'd the Jeaft Wicin his Anger, he might 
have thought’ ony knew better than to» tell 
him, Truth. 1 only mention this:little ‘Story; 
to jet the Reader know the Shifts the Jtinerant 
Gentry are fometimes put to. For Tony when his 
Finaaces were inOrder,and curd of theGonfump- 


tion, honeitly paid hime: T-have had'this Tale" 
both from Fony-and theLandlord,who thea kept’ 


the Black-Boy Inn atChelmsford in’ Effex. 


If Tony -by Chance ever'came to’ a Town | 


where a Company of Show-men (as People” 
oft callthem) had got in befere him, he’ pre-” 


(ently declar’d War’ withuthem, and his ges 
ncral Conditions of Peace were, that they. 
ihould acta ‘Play for his Benefit, chat he might’ 
i€ave the Siege, and march’ with his fmall 
‘Troop to fome cther Place. And as he was a 
Perfon of Humour, and a proper: Affarance; he 


genefally,y like a Car)!-skimin’d coff othe fate? 
Crdpaijcand left) the Jean Miikstoothole that? 


ont 


itay'd behind. I believe he is Travelling fills" 


aiid is aswell known in every Town as the” 


Poit-Horfe “that carries the Mail “He *fhall’ 
make lis Axmiwith the two following Lines. 
If 
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| Uf various Dealers the Same Goods exhibit, 
_ Lhey wifh each other dangling on a Gibbet. 


a © 


BaRToONBooT dH, Efq; 

| H1S excellent Tragedian was Son to 
i Fohu Booth, Efg;of the County Palatine 
ot Lancaffer,a Branch of the Warrington Fa- 
wnily.” He was born in the Year 1681, in that 
jSounty, but foon after his: Birth his Father 
jind Family removed to Wefminfter, and at 
hat-celebrated School the Son received his B+ 
Hucation under the Corre&tion (as he call’d: it) 
Di the great Dr. Basby, and Dr Kuipe. He in- 
)nform’d me, the firtt Look he cait towards the 
jiheatre, was from the Applaute he received 
9 performing in the Asdria ot Terence in Latin 
nt Weftminfter-School, which | perverted” his 
Whoughts from the Pulpit, for which his Fa- 
Wher intended him, ‘At Seventeen he was chofe 
put for the Univerfity, and’had Orders to pre- 
Pare for his Journey, but his Inclinations pre- 
Vented the Defigns of his Friends 

) He firft apply’d to Mr. Bettertou, then to Mr. 
mith, two celebrated A&tors, but they decently 
Hefus'd-him for fear of theRefentment of hisFa- 
snily ; but this did not prevent his purfuing the 
Poidt in view,thereforeherefolv’ d forLreland,and 
safely arriv’d in Fane 1698, His firft Rudiments 
Mr. A/bbury taught him, and’ his firtt Appear- 


ance 
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ance was iii’ the Part of Oroonoko, where he ac- 


quitted himfelt 16 well to a ‘crouded -Audierice,. 


that Mr. 4/hbary téewarded-hith with a Prefent 
of Five Guineas, which was the more accept= 


able as his lait Shilling was reduced to Brafs | 


(as he inform’d me.) But'anodd Accident fell | 


out upon this Occafion. It being very warm 
Weather, in his lait Scene ofthe Play, ashe 
waited to go on, he inadvertantly wiped his 
Face, that when he enter’d he had the 
Appearance of a Chimney-Sweeper (his own 
Words). At his Entrance, he was furpriz’d 
at the Variety of Noifes he heard in the 
Audience (for he knew not what he had 
done) that a little confounded him, till be re- 


ceived an’ extraordinary Clap of ‘“Applanfe, 


whch fettled his Mind. The Play was defir’d 


for the next Night of A&ting, when an ACtrefs | 


fitted a Crape to his Face with an Opening 


proper for the Mouth, and fhap’d in form for 
the Nofe; but in the firft Scene, one Part of 


the Crape flip’d off, Aud Zounds ! {aid he, (he | 
was a little apt to fwear) I /ook’d like a Mag-_ 


pie! When I came off they Lamblack’d me for 


the reft of the Night (1), that I was flead before 


jt could be got off again. 


He remain’d here near two Years, and in that | 


time byLetters reconcil’d himfelf to his Friends. 


| 
| 


in Englaud,and return’dwith great Theatrical 1m- | 
provement,where he gradually ftept to Periecti- | 


(1) The Cempofition for blackning the Face, are Lvo- 


ry Black and Pomatum, which is with fome Pains clean’d: 


with frefh. Butter, 
Ons 


| 


| 
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) on. Ins 704, he marry’d theDaughter of Siri, 
) Barkbam, Bart. an antient Family in the Coun- 
+ ty of Norfolk, who ‘died without Iffue in the 
| Year rzit. Pjrrbus in the Difreff Mother 
@ plac’d ‘him in ‘thé Seat of Tragedy, and Cato 
()fix’d him there; and: to reward’ his Merit, he 
) was join’d ‘in-the Patent, tho’ great Inerett 
) was made againit him by the other Patentees ; 
and to prevent his folliciting his Patrons at 
) Court, then ‘at Windfor, gave out Plays everv 
) Night, where Mr. Booth-had a’principal Part. 
) Notwithftanding this Step, he had'a Chariot 
§ and Six of a Nobléman’s waiting for him at the 
| End of every Play, thac whipt him the twenty 
) Miles in thrce Hours, and brotight him’ back 
| to the Bufinefs of the Theatre the next Night. 
) He told me not one Nobleman in the Kingdom 
) had fo many Sets of Horfes at Command as he 
)had at that ‘Time, having ‘no. lefs than eigitt. 
The firftSet carrying him toHounflow fromLon- 
) don ten Miles, and the next Set ready waiting 
) with another Chariot to carry him to Wiad/or, 
He had a vaft Fund of  Underftanding 
}as well as good Nature, and a: perfuafive 
) Elocution even. in’ common ’Difcourfe,. that 
) would even compel you to. believe him againft 
your Judgment of ‘Things. Notwithftanding 
) his Exuberance of Fancy, he was untainted in 
Hhis Morals. In his younger Years he admir’d 
none of the Heathen Deities fo much as Folly 
) Bacchus, to-him he was very devout, yet if he 
) dtauk ever fo deep it never’ marr’d his Study, 
‘or his Stomach.” But immediately ‘after his 
~ \Mar- 
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Marriage with Mifs Sant/ow, whofe wife Cons 
du&, Beauty. and winning Behaviour, | fo 
wrought upon him, that Home, and her Com- 
pany were his chief Happinefs. He intirely 
contemn’d the Folly of Drinking out of Seafon, 
and from one Extream fell, I think, into the 
other too fuddenly, for his Appetite for Food 
had no Abatement. I have often known Mrs, 
Booth out of extream Jendernefs to him, order 
the Table to be remov’d, for fear of overs 
charging his Stomach. 

His profound Learning was extraordinary, 
fince he left School at Seventeen, took to the 
Stage at Eighteen, and by his own Confeffion 
that the Bufinefs of the Stage joyn’d with his 
Devotion to Bacchus had taken up moft of his 
Time fince, yet | have feen him take a Claffic, 
and render ic in fuch elegant Englifb, that no 
Tranflator would hardly excel. 1 will fet down 
his Character from a Paper cail’d the Prompter, 
by daron Hill, Efq; whofe Writings will be a 
living Monument of his own Merit. 

“© Mr. Booth was a Man of a {trong, clear, 
and lively Imagination. His Converfation 
© was lively and inttru€tive: He had the Ad- 
‘© vantage of a finifh’d Education to improve 
<< and illuftrate the bountiful Gifts of Nature: 
‘© Two Advantages diftingnifh’d him in the 

ftrongeft Light, from the reft of the Frater- 

nity. He had Learning to underftand per- 
fectly what ever it was his Part to fpeak, 
and Judgment to know how far it agreed, or 


difagreed with his CharaGter. Hence arofe 
e¢ a 


C6) 
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a peculiar Grace, which was vifible to every 
Spe€tator, tho’ few were at the Pains of ex- 
amining into the Caufe of their Pleafure. He 
could foften, or flide over, with a kind of 
elegant Negligence, the Improprieties in 
a Part he acted, while on the Contrary, he 
would dwell with Energy upon the Beauties, 
as it he exerted a latent Spirit, which had 
been kept back for fuch an Occafion, that 
he might alarm, waken, and tranfport in 
thofe Places only, where the Dignity of his 
own good Senfe could be fupported with 
that ot his Author. A little Refle&tion up- 
on this remarkable Quality, will teach us to 
account for that manifeft Langour which has 
fometimes been obferved in his Action, and 
which was generally, tho? I think falfely, 
imputed to the Indolerice of his Temper. 
For the fame Reafon, tho’ in the cuftomary 
Round of his Bufinefs, he would condefcend 
to fume Parts in Comedy, he feldom ap- 
pear’d in any of them with much Advant age 
to his Character. ‘The Paffions which he 
found in Comedy, were not ftrong enough 
to excite his Fire; and what feem’d Want 
of Qualification, was oniy Abfence of Im- 
preflion. He had a Talent of difcovering 
the Paffions where they lay hid in fome ce- 
lebrated Parts by the injudicious Practice of 
other Actors; when he had difcover’d, he 
foon grew able to .exprefs them: And his 
Secret for attaining this great Leffon of the 
-heatre, was an Adaption of his Looks to 
* his 
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“ his Voice, by which artful Imitation of Na- 
<. ture, the Variations: in the Sound ‘of . his: 


«* Words, gave Propriety to every Change in: 
<. his Countenance: So that it was Booth’se 
«. Excellence to be heard and feen the fame,: 


« whether as the pleas’d, the griev’d;. the pi-. 


“tying, the reproachiul, or the angry. His: 
“. Gefture, or, as it is commonly ..call’d his* 


« A€tion, was but the refule and. neceflary 


~ 


“ Confequence of his Dominion over.his Voice» 
‘and Countenance); for having by a Concur. 


“ rence,of two fuch Caufes, imprefled his Ima- 


‘* gination, with fuch.a Stamp and Spirit. of» 


“ Paffion, his Nerves. obdey’d the Impulfe by. 


‘cq kind of natural, Dependency, or relaxed: 


“ or braced fucceffively into al) that. fine Ex-: 


“* preffivenefs with which she.painted what he 

« fpoke, without Reitraint, or A ffeétation. 
Asa Proof of Mr, Booth’s Learning, { am 
defired to infert:the Latza Infcription wrote by 
him on the Death of Mr. Smith (m) the Adfor, 
with 


(m) This Gentleman, Mr. Smith; was zealoufly at- 


Le 


tach’d to the Intereft of King James the Second, and” 


ferved in his Army as a Volunteer with two Servants. 
After the Abdication, Mr. Smith returned to the Thea- 


tre, by the Perfuafion of many Friends, and the Defire ’ 
f the Town, who admired his Performance. The firft ° 


hara&ter he chofe to appear in, was that of Wilmore in 
the Rower, his original Part in that Comedy ; but being 
informed that he fhould be maltreated on account of his 
tales, he gave Orders for the Curtain to drop, if 


any Difturbance fhould come from the Audience. Ac-’ 


cordingly, the Play began in the utmoft Tranquility, 
but 
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witha fhort Account of him,’ as’ Lereceiv’d it 


from MrBenjamin Husband. 


(= 


: 


: 


' 


SCENICUS EXimMius, 
Regnante Carolo Secundo: 
Bettertono Coetaneus €8 Amicus, 
Nec non propemodum fEqualis : 
Haud ignobiie flirpe oriundus, 
Pa Nec Literarum rudis Humaniorun, 
Rem Scenicam. 
Per multos Feliciter annos Adminiftravit, 


H but when Mr. Smith entered in the Firf AG, the 


Storm began with the ufual Noife, upon fuch Occafions 
) (an, Uproar not unknown to all Frequenters of Theatres, 
» and by Time mightily improved by a particular Set that 
| delight in that agreeable Harmony, as pleafing to the 


— 


§ Ear, as a Sow-gelder’s Horn, that fets all the Village 


_Curs to imitate the Sound) «Mr. Siith gave the Signal, 
the Curtain drop’d, andthe Audience difmifs’d.. No 
) Perfuafions could prevail upon him to appear on the 
) Stage again, till that great Poet Mr. Congreve had wrote 
) his Comedy of Love for Lowe, which was in the Year 
) 1695, more than three Years void from the above Ac- 


U 
Hi) 


Pcident. This celebrated Author prevailed upon feveral 
) Perfons of the Firft Rank to move Mr. Smith to appear 
) in the Character of Scandal in that excellent Comedy ; 


) but he yielded more to the Perfuafions of his fincere 


) Friends, Mr. Betterton. and Mrs. Barry, and accepted 
» the Part,. and. his inimmitable Performance added one 
' Grace to the Play....He took’his Station -in many Plays 


) afterwards, for | think three Years. He died of 2 Cold 


}) o¢cafion’d by a violent Fit of theCramp; for when he 
) was firit feized, he threw himfelf out of Bed, and re- 
+ main’d fo long before the Cramp left him(in that naked 


Condition) that.a Cold fell upon his Lungs, a Fever en: 
fued, and Death releas’d him in three Days after. 


l Fulogie 


98 A GeneralHISTORY 


Sufoque moderamine €3 morum fuavitate, 
Omniam intra Theatrum. 
O! ia ‘vantiam extra Theatrum laudem, 
Lenevolentiam €&§ amorem, (1bi conciliavit, 


In Enghfb, 


An excellent Actor 
Flourifhed in the Reign of Charles the Second, 
Betterton’s Cotempotary and Friend, 
And very near him ‘i Merit: 
Sprung. from a genteel Family, 
And no Stranger to Literatute. 
In the Management of the Theatre, 
He acquitted himfelf many Years with delerved 
Succels, 
Deportment, and Sweetnefs of | 
Temper 
Gained the Refpeét of all within the Theatre, | 
| The Applauie of thofe without, 
And every where claimed the Friendfhip 
And Affection of Mankind. 


I thall give a Couple of Songs as. a Speci- 
men. of his.,Taite in Bugl/b Poetry, among 
many that donot occur to my Memory. The 
Source of them both fprung from his growing 
Paffion for the amiable Mifs Sant/ow, betore 
their Marriage. 


The Firt S ON G. 
Oi N then a Look create a Thought 
Which. Time can ne er remove ? 
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Yes, fooli(h Heart, again thou’rt caught, 
Again thou bleed’ft for Love. 


She fees the Conquefts of her Eyes, 
Nor heals the Wounds fhe gave, 
She finiles when eer my Blufhes rife, 
And fighing founs ber Slave, 


Then Swain, be bold! and ftill adore her, 
) Still the flying Fair purfue. 
tLowe, and Friencfhip fill implore her, 
Pleading Night and Day for you. 


The Second S ON G. 


| I, 
S? WEET ave the Charms of her I love, 
More fragrant than the Damask R:fe ; 
| [Soft asthe Down of 3 fuxtie Dove, 
Gentle as Winds when Zephyr blows, 
» Refrefbing as defcending Rains, 
1 Ox Sun-burnt Climes, and thirfty Plaim. 


| i]. 

) rue, as the Needle to the Pole, 

1) - Or as the Dial to the Sun, 

1 Conftant, as gliding Waters roll 

' Whofe {welling Tides obey the Moon, 
‘From ev’ry other Charmer free 


) My Life, and Love, {hall follow thee. 


2 HI. Tée 


100 4 General HISTORY 


Iii. 
The Lamb the flow’ry Thyme devours, 
The Dam, the tender Kid purfues ; 
Sweet Philomel, i” (hady Bowers, 
With verdant Spring, her Notes renews : 
All follow what they moft admire, 
As I purfue my Soul's Defire. 


IV. 
Nature muft change her beauteous Face, 
And vary as the Seafons rife, 
As Winter to the Spring gives Place, 
Summer th’ Approach of Autumn flies ; 
No Change on Love the Seafons bring, 
Love only knows perpetual Spring. 


Vy. 

Devouring Time, with ftealing Pace 
Makes lofty Oaks, and Cedars bow ; 
And Marble Towers, and Gates of Brafs 

In bis vide March he levels low: 
But Time, deftroying far and wide, 
Love from the Soul can neer divide, 


Vi. 
Death, only, with his cruel Dart 
The gentle godhead can remove $ 
And drive him from the bleeding Heart : 
To mingle with the Bleft above ; 
Where known to all his Kindred Train, 
He finds a lafting veft from Pain. 


VIL. Love, 


of the STAGE. 


VIL. 


\ Love, and his Sifter fair, the Soul 


Twin- born from Heav’n together came; 


) Love, will the Univeife controul 


When dying Seafons lofe their Name: 


) Divine Abodes fhall own his Power, 
‘When Time, and Death, {ball be no more. 


Mr. W. BowENn. 


E was born in this Kingdom in the Year 
1666, and play’d:on the Iri/b Theatre {ee 


_veral Years. He had a loud ftrong Voice, which 
‘gave him the Title of an Aétor of Spirit: 


‘Fhrough the Intereft of the late Duke of Or- 
mond, he got into the Revenue in London. He 


) was Fiery to a Fault, and Paffionate to his Pre-. 
) judice, which drew on his own Death, by the 


unwilling Hands of Mr. Quiz. Mr. Bowen. 


was too Tenacious, and could not brook being 


told that the late Ben Fobnfow excell’d in the 


Part of facamo in the Libertine. ‘Tho’ it was 
given againft him by the wholeCompany. He 
immediately parted, fent to Mr. Ouin (in the 
Name of a Gentleman) to a neighbouring Ta-. 
vern; when he enterd, Bower fhut the Door,,. 


clapt his Back againft ir, and drew his Sword.. 


Mr. Quin, mildly expoftulated with him,. but 
allto no Purpofe. He threaten’d to pin him co 
Lz che. 
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the Wainfcot if he did not draw that Moment; 
which he did ‘ro ‘defend his own Life, with an 
Intention to difarm him’; but Bowen preft fo 
furioufly upon him,’ that he receiv’d the Wound 
which occafion’d his Death thtee Days after. 
However, when the Lofs of Blood had weak~ 
ened his Rage, he confefs’d his own Folly and 
Madnefs had juftly drawn on his own Misfor- 
tune, and at the Trial Mr; Qus# was honour- 
ably acquitted. Mr. Bowem had feveral Chil- 
dren by his Wife, and a Boy illegitimate, who 
tho’ he boré his Name, had none of his Care, 
and therefore liv’d a diffolute Life, without the 
jeaft Improvement ftom Education, and juitly 
gait’d the Nick-name of Rugged and Tough. 
One Day a Ciergyman in St. Clement-Danes (a 
Churchin the Stravd) was Catechifing the Chil- 
dren of the Parifo, where Rugged and Tough 
thruft among the reft.. Ragged’s Drefs was none 
of the cleanett, which the good Parfon obferv- 
ing, call’d him the firft to be examined. I fhall 
pat the fhort Dialogue down juft as Thad it 
rrom an Ear Witnefs; fince the Queftions are 
{hort, a& well with the Anf{wers, they will not 
appear very tedious 

‘Parfou, What’s your Name? 

Ruz. Ragged and Tough ! 

‘Parfon., Who gave, you that Name ? | 

Rug: The Boys of our Alley, L---d d---m | 
‘em tore: | 

The good, Parfon was.a little furprizd, no- 
doubt, and order’d him to wait tll the reft of © 
the Children were examin’d, intending to polifh 

Matter 
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Matter Rugged and Tough, but Tough not like- 
dng to wait fo long, ftole off unperceiv’d, All 
(©. could learn of Mr. Ragged and Tough after- 
iivards, that having a great Inclination to [ra- 
del, he contriv’d Means to do-it, at the Charge 
(Jof the Government. 


id 

1) Thus bad Beginning, to bad Ending tends, 
i) And Vice in Nature, Nature feldoim mends, 
| 
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) Mr JoHN BARRINGTON. 
| H.1S Gentleman was born of a good Fa- 
| mily in the County of Corke. He was 
Dbred to the Law, bat his ftronger Genius, led 
Shim tothe Drama, where he has proved him- 
Vfelf one of its favourite Children. 1 think his 
VGrft Commencement in the Drama, was in l- 
J olante’s Booth (as it was then call’d) in George’s- 
Vlane. He may be well efteem’d an excellent 
} Comic Aor of infinite Humour, a much de- 
Pfic’d pleafing Companion (and what is not al+ 
h ways to be met with) a Perfon of Sincerity. 
| There is a very antient Family of the Barring- 
| tons in the County of Effex in England, where 
i} they thew a Record, that theit Ancéftor was 
I inftructed in the Chriftian Faith by the Preach- 
) ing of St. Augu/fine the Monk, afterwards Bi 
) thop of Canterbury, andteceiv’d Baptifm in the 
| River of Thames by that Saint, in the oe of 
C= 
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Redemption 597... This. Account may_pro= 
bably. be,callPd ai motley one, /but-what of that, 
a good) Player,(from the Poet) may. inftract; 
and as’an old Author writes, 


A Verfe may find him, who a Sermon flies, 
And turn Delight into a Sacrifice. 


tr. S NGE ARRY.. 
SAS? flor Ait ay we. Zo. Vif) 


HIS Gentleman was born ‘in Dub- 
lin, He was marry’d very yout, and 
confequently fet forward in the World, per- 
haps with too little Confideration. A lively , 
Spirit, and good Senfe, are not always prof- 
perous, or meet with that Succefs equal to 
their Merit. Neither does the Employment | 
of a Father always fit eafy upon the Son. Bu- 
finefs is not Hereditary... One may gain a Fors 
tune by the fame Employment, that might be 
loft, by the Defcendant. Our young Gentleman, 
by frequentActendance at the Theatre turn’d his | 
Genius to the Drama. Inclination and Fancy, 
are too good Inftructors, and a Willingnefs to 
pleafe is doing fome part of the Work. A good 
Perfon, and an excellent Voice, are great Sub- 
ftantives for the Stage. 
: The firft Part he performed, in this Kingdom 
Pr hy Was Othello, the Meor of Venice, to the furpri- 
fing Satisfaction of the general Audience, he 
feemed a finith’d Actor dropt from the Clonds. 
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hear that in England, he has ‘gained)'the 


“Summit of Perfe&tion? VI would fay more up= 
“Dn the Subjeé, ‘but asthe received the firfoRn- 
fiments from me, I fhall be filent, yet borrow 


L 


few Lines from the Poet, that may. give a 


Remembrance of his Perfon. 


Such Beauty as great Strength thinks no Difgrace, 
Wemild in the manly Features of bis Face: 
Wis tall firait Body amidft Thoufands flood 
NLike fome fair Pine, the loftief# of the Wood. 


1 do not think T can give the Reader a grea- 


Yser Pleafure, upon this Occafion, than to in- 
Vert the following Letter upon Mr. Barry's firft 
‘Attempt on the Stage, which may ferve for a 
igencral Inftruction to all on the ‘Theatre. 


Jo Mr. Spranger Barry, from a Friend ia the 


¢ 
¢ 
6 


Country, 


AS I lately heard you were determin’d for 
the Stage, my AffeStion for your Perfon 

and Concern for your Misfortunes, gave Oc- 
cafion to fome Reflections, which may poffi- 
bly be of Ufe to yeu in this new Scene of 
Life. In the Time of Athesian Elegance, 
when Learning was in Tafte, when Liberty 
was the Bleffing of the Public, and the Pa- 
rent of Arts; which Excellence alone found 
Honour, Capacity, Employment, and Merit, 
Rewards: The Stage grew fuddenly from 
its Infancy to Maturity, and from being en- 
couraged, 
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couraged, became, itfelf the .Encourager of 
thofe. Talents .and. Geniufes, .with which it 
was ,fupply’d,), It was there, that,each Spec- 
tator was, taught . his particular Conduct,. by 
feeing his own, Reprefentation in, the general 
Picture of Life,,. where ,the Lights were 
thrown alone upon Virtue, and the Shades 
upon, Vice, where Great and Eminent of e- 
very Age were fetjup.for Imitation, where 
every, noble, tender, and exalted, Sentiment, 
was recorded, and daily inculcated ; where 
Purity was invited, Obfcenity exiled, and 
where the Heart was attached to Virtue, by 
affeGingly walking through, all its Scenes of 
Misfortunes, and,laftly, cxulting in_its final 
Reward, . No-Inftitution,. lefs. than divine, . 
could. ever be>of equal, Efficacy, or Advan- 
tage: For,,when) Initruction becomes our ; 
Ratertainment,.zhen only it) ds, that Vice 
grows deteftable, and Virtue delightful, from 
the. Pleafure it. brings; and hence were the 
Sentiments. of the.Grecias. Vulgar fo exalted, 
that an immoral Expreffion, tho’ naturally 
introduced in. an immoral Character, has 
been hifs’d off the Stage, Shall we think 
then, that where the Do€trine was fo glo- 
rious, the. Preaching was difhonourable ? No 
fure.;.to be an AGor then, was not to be a 
Mimic,.no Trick of Gefture, or Tone of 
Voice could avail ; thofe of Diftinétion were 
to be by Nature the very Perfons they re- 
prefented, they were to have the. fame Ele- 
vation of Soul, the fame Delicacy of bough 
© the 
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the fame Morality of Life, the fame Huma- 


‘ nicy of Heart, and Sweetne!s of Affections, 


‘ thac cold at once conftitute the Patriot, the 


‘cA vw on 


‘Hero, the Lover, and the Friend: The 


Words only belonged to the Author, the Sen- 
timents were by Nature their own; and 
hence flowed that Aptnefs of Attitude, that 
Eafe in Elocution, that expreffive Look, that 
eloquent Silence, that Freedom’ of Action, 
and that Harmony of the Wholé; which at 
once exalted, melted, and fubdued a mighty 
Nation to Elegance, and Virtue. Where 
fuch an Aétor was found, he was juitly e- 
fttem’d a Bleffing to the Community, as his 
Talents were the Admiration, fo ‘his Perfon 
was the Delight of all People ; in his Life he 
was honoured, and his Pofterity provided 
for, You will now, perhaps, be tempted to 
with, that this was the Stage of the Athe- 
nians, but Nature and Mankind, are always 
the fame, and even on the Exgli/h Theatre, I 
have known fome, who gain’d more Encou- 
ragement and Refpeét as Actors, than they 
deferv’d as Men; but if the Members of your 
new Province have brought a‘ Scandal on 
their Profeffion, let it be your Study to re- 
retrieve it. If I have any Judgment, you 
are qualified to excel in this Way, nor would 
I have you imagine that any ‘will fhun you in 
Private, merely becaufe you give them Plea- 
fare and Entertainment in Public: © Let your 
Heart be the true Model of what’ ever is 
Great, or Good in the Characters you ‘re- 

7 * prefent : 
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‘ prefent: Take InftraGion with Pleafure, 
‘and Applaufe with Humility, and then fear 
‘ not to be received as theMan of Worth, and) 
the Gentleman you have hitherto been e} 
‘ fleemed. Jam, &c. 


¢ 


Mr. PETER BARDIN, 


A S born in Dublin, tho’ of French 
Extraction. He bent his Thoughts 
towards the Stage very early in Youth, and ha-= 
ving feen the Performance of the beft A¢tors in 
England, upon the London Stages (where at 
various ‘Times he has made one in moft of the 
Theatres in that City); if he has not improv’d, 
it muft be owing to himfelf. His long Inter- 
courfe of Theatrical Action has improv’d his 
Study, and few Parrs become amifs to him, ei- 
ther (as Shakefpear fays) “ for Lragedy,Come- 
“«< dy, Hiftory, Paftoral, Paftoral-Comical, Hi- 
“¢ {torical-Paftoral Scene undividable, or Poem 
“ unlimited, €sc.” It does not become me to 
condemn, or uphold his Conduét in private 
Life, however I cannot.avoid giving my Opi- 
nion that fuch Difpures. that, have fallen out, 
need not trouble the Pablic, in their public Di- 
verfions. I ownifa Perfon pays his Money 
for his Entertainment, he ought to enjoy it 
guietly.. Ifa Cook at an Ordinary has {poil’d 
another. Perfon’s Dinner, that Perfon 1 think | 
| has _ 


4i 
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has no Right to fpoil mine, more efpecially if 
‘I had made’ a Tinker’s Bargain, and paid for 
‘)my Meal before Hand. Give me leave to add 
a printed Paper on the Subje@t, whofe Author 


thas faid much more than my Capacity will 


a ¢ 


‘reach. 


| Afmall Animadverfion, on a late Affair in the 


Play-Houfe. 


I Went the other Night to the Play-honfe 
in full Expe@ation of feeing the Rebearfal, 
perform’d in as high a Mannet as was poflible: 
But to my great Surprize, the Performance 
was interrupted, and the Audience difap- 
pointed, by a Concert of moft unmufical In- 
ftruments in the Gallery. “The Caufe of this 
Noife and Hurly Burly, was foon found tobe 
a private Difpnte between fomebody in the 
Gallery, and Bardin the Player, which Dif- 
pute might (with the Confent of the whole 
Theatre) have fubfifted feven Years, fo it had 
not offended a numerous and polite Audience. 
~--If a Player in his private Capacity offends 
me, willthis warrant my offending a thou- 
fand People at once? Should I have a Dif- 
pute at Law, or Play with Mr.G---ck, mutt 
the whole Town for this Reafon lofe the En- 
tertainment of the rareft King Lear and Mac- 
beth, that ever was feen in this or any other 
Country 2? If B----2 had done any uuwar- 
rantable and injurious J hing toa Gentleman, 
B----7 fhould have made proper and ample 
4 ¢ Sq- 
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Satisfadion in his private Capacity for the 
Offence. The Audience had no Right in, 
nor Care for B----#, but they certainly have 
for Prince Vol/erus, he was their Player, they 
© had paid for him, the Prince had managed 
‘ his Horfe with wondrous Dexterity, and had 
‘ an undoubted Right to have riden him to 
© the Battle. There is nothing more miftaken 
than that Right which fome People imagine 
‘ they have :in Theatres, and other publick 
© Places, tor in Truth their Right confiits only 
© in decently partaking of the Entertainment, | 
© and, where they think it deferves it, giving | 
‘ a proper and timely Applaufe. It is the fame 
¢ Right that a Man has in a Ferry-boat, that 
© is, (it he behaves himfelt properly) to be fate- 
‘ly and pleaiantly landed on the oppofite 
¢ Shore ; burt, if he difturbs the Paflage and ens 
‘ dangers the Boat, the Ferry-man and Paflen- 
‘ gers will certainly join and throw him over 
© board. A furly Swain at a Horte-Race fan- 
© cying he had a Right to any Part of the Sod, 
© would needs ride direétly in the Courfe: the 
© firft of the Racers threw him and his Horfe 
¢ twenty Yards on the Ground ; and better had 
¢ ic been if he had died with his Horfe on the 
‘ Spot, for he received a Lafh from every 
¢ Whip in the Field. Every Gentleman pros 
« perly habired hasa Righ: to go toCourt: but 
‘ ifa Perfon having a Pique to a Battle ax 
- fhould breed an Upraar in the Levee Room, 

we would certainly have a Halberd in his 
¢ Guts, or be fentto the Black Hole. Jhere 
* can 
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© can be no Excufe for doing an Injury toa 
« Multitude; 


‘ J have often dined ata two Difh Ordina- 


""* ry, where 1 had a Right to partake of each ; 


“J but if I fhould have taken it into my Head to 
“He have thrown one Difh at the Waiter, and 
“* kick’d the other about the Floor, I do verily 
‘)* believe I fhould have been kick’d: down Stairs. 
‘)* Ifa Gentleman (Heaven defend us) fhould 
')* have a Quarrel on his Hands with a Porter, 


i — a a) 
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© the Gentleman certainly has a Right to do 


himfelf Juitice, but I fhould think it fome- 
what untimely, if he fhould knock the Fels 
low down when he had a Dozen of my Wine 
on his Back. Shakefpear, who well under- 
ftood the Decorum ot Theatres, gives ftrong 
Advice for proper Behaviour. He fpeaks it 
to the Players, but he meant it to the Spec= 
tators likewife, tho’ in his Modefty he held 
it not meet fo to fet it down, He directs 
them to be extreamly careful not to create 
the Jeaft Noife or Difturbance in the Houfe 
when the Play fhould be duly attended to. 
He concludes, that to difturb the Honfe ¢s 
villanous, and betrays a pitiful Ambition in the 
Fool that does it. 
I am Sirs, your bumble Servant. 


How neceflary it is we may fee, for Stage- 


» Performers to have a ftri€& Guard on their Be= 


haviour : and I have faid it before, their own 
Conduct, will make them efteemed,. or flight- 
ed, will draw Regard, or Infult. Lo ftrengthen 

K 2 my 
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my own Opinion, I fhall infert a very {mall 
Paragraph froma very late News- Paper. 


Naples, Auguft 16, 1748. 


“ One of the Lords of the Court has been | 
‘¢ banifhed, for having publickly infulted up- 

« on the New Theatre, one of thé Singing= | 
«© Women of the Opera.” 


But many Things are [poke without a Thought, 
That badly conftrued bave Confufion brought. 


Mr. JoOHNBEAMSLY. 


i i HIS Perfon has had a large Experience 
of Lime and Travel in Eagland and Ires 
land, for improving his Theatrical Genius, He 
is decent in many Parts, and feldom offends in — 
any, is ever very perfect, a Voice ftrong and 
intelligible, not unharmonious, and may Rank 
in the File of good Actors either in Tragedy, or 
Comedy. 


Merit may fhine in various Beams of Light, 
And different Men in different Roads are right. 
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Mrs. BULLOCK. 


¢ T HIS Gentlewoman was the Natural 
Danghrer of the late perfe& Comedian 

Robert Wilks, Ef{q; by Mrs. Rogers, an Actrefs 
mof Merit, among great Stage Performers. So 
Patented, one might have expe€ted a_finifh’d 
Genius for the Stage. She however pleas’d in 
feveral Dramatic Chara&ters, affifted by a 
graceful Form and Figure. In the Year 1717, 

“fhe was joynd in Wedlock to Mr. Chriftopher 
Bullock, a very promifing Comedian, who died 
in the Road to Excellence. 

After various Turns of Fortune, fhe came 
‘over to this Kingdom, with her Daughter (now 
Mrs. Dyer.) Her Perfon may put us in mind 
‘of her Mother, but fhe is a happy Stranger to 
Vany Failing of hers. Mrs. Bullock died in this 
* Kingdom in the Year 1739. 


A Scion oft proves different from the Root, 
And better Branches, will yield better Fruit. 


Mifs BELLAMY. 


born in this Kingdom, in the Year 1727: 


| 2 Me IS young and amiable ACtrefs, was 
ie: She 
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She-has a moft admirable improving Genius, 
therefore. it will be no wonder, if fhe foon 
reaches the Top of Perfeétion. She has a libe- 
ral open Heart, to feel, and eafe the Diftrefles 
of the Wretched. How amiable muft bloom- 
ing Beatty appear, that forms the Mind with 
every Moral Virtue! She has lately left this 
Kingdom, to the Regret of all Lovers of the 
Drama. 1 cannot avoid upon this Occafion, fet- 
ting down a few Lines from a Poem, on 
Bellamy. The Motto from Milton. 


Grace was in all her Steps, Heav’n in her Eye, 
ih ev'ry Gefture, Dignity and Love. 


The Maid, in A&tion juft, in fudgment (trong, 
Exatts our Wonder, and infpires our Song ; 
From flavifh Rules, mechanic Forms untyd 
She fears, with facred Nature for her Guide : 
The Grace- adorning Smile! the feign'd Defpair ¢ 
The fiftning Sigh ! the Soul-diffolving Tear ! 
Each magic Charm, lamented Oldfield knew, 
Inchauting Bellamy, revives in you. 
"Tis thine, O beatuteous Maid ! the wondrous Art, 
To feavch the Soul, and trace the various Heart ; 
With native Grace, with unaffected Eafe 
To form the.yielding Palfions, as you pleafe. 
Oldmixon (n) Syren Voice, improv’d by Art, — 
Steals foftly ou the Song-enamour'd Heart: 


(m) Mrs ‘Oldmixon, a celebrated Singer from England, 
now in Dublin. | 
But, 
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i 3ut, ab! how weak! how feebly muft fhe wound ! 
Lhe Maid whofe chiefeft Charm confifts in Sound, 
wr foould Mechel (0), al lauguifhing advance, 

t Yer Limbs diffolu’d in well condutted Dance. 
The Soul untouch’d) fhe may Jubdue the Sight, 
“But breathing Wit, with Judgment muft unite 
(Zo give the Man of Reafon unconfia'd Delight. . 


ii 


CotnEy Ciszek, EG; 


T H 1S great A@tor, as well as Author, was 
a once in this Kingdom, many Years ago, 
which I gather'd from his faying he landed in 
the Night, and when he ask’d what Place they 
were in? was anfwer’d, Ringfend. O! then I 
am fure we are Right, meaving the Anfwer as 
a native Blunder, But to refcue that Place 
‘from the Afperfion, I am credibly inform’d, it 
was the original Dwelling of a Perfon whofe 
)Sirname was Ring, and from shim took its De- 
‘nomination. The Father of this Gentleman 


\ was a Native of Hol/feim (p), a Statnary by 
Pros 


(0) ‘Madamoifelle Meche/, an agreeable Dancer, now 

) performing in Smock- Alley Theatre. 
} (p) Holfein isa Dukedom of Lower Saxony iu Germa- 
| ny; one Part belongs to the King of Denmark, the reft 
to the Duke of Hol/fein; it has two Imperial Cities, 
) The firtt Lubeck, a large, fair, andorich ‘Town, accumu- 
| lated by Trade.and Navigation, feated about two Miles 
from the Baltick Sea. The other City is Hamburgh up- 
| on 


116 A General HISTORY 


Profeffion without his Equal in this Kingdom. 
Tne Figures over the Gate of Bethlehem (ot 
Bedlam as it is vulgarly call’d) in Moorfields, | 
and the Pedeftal, or Bale of the Monument (q) 
were carv'd by him 


Mr. 


on the E/be, one of the moft opulent Marts in Lower 
Germany, it being a Free-City, and felf-dependant ; it 
is very ftrongly fortify’d. The River E/be ebbs and 
flows with the Tide, and wafts Ships of large Burden to 
the Port, from all Parts of the World. : 
(gq) Since this isa Pillar, now the fineft in theWorld, | 
and not generally known in this Kingdom, I'll give a 
Deicription of it. This noble Stru€ture is erected near 
the Spot where the dreadful Fire begun in the Year 
1666. Defign’d by that great Archite&t Sir Chri/topher 
Wren; it is a fluted Column, two hundred and two Feet 
high, the greateft Diameter of the Shaft fifteen Foot, )| 
the lower Part of the Pedeftal twenty-eight Foot {quare 
and forty Foot high, built with Portland Stone finely 
polifh’d. The winding Stair-Cafe within (containing | 
345 Steps ten Inches and a half broad) black Marble, | 
inclos’d in the fpiral Round with Baluftrades of Iron | 
turn’d and Ornamented. Thirty-two Foot from the | 
Top, is a fquare Balcony fecured with Iron Rails, with 
their Capitals and their Bafes gilt. The Top of this | 
noble Pillar is crown’d with a Flame gilt, The Weft of | 
the f{quare Pedeftal, London is defcribed by a Figure of a | 
Woman lamenting the Ruins of the City in Flames on 
one Side of her, and fronting her, Londoz in all its Mag- 
nificence rebuilt. ‘This nobleSculpture was defign’d and 
finifh’'d in Baffo Reliewo, by Caius Gabriel Cibber, Fa- 
ther to the Laureat This Pillar was begun in 1671, 
and finifh’d in the Year 1677, at the Charge of the 
Public, in Commemoration ofthat fatal Fire in 1666, 
on the Second Day of September, whichconfum’d1 3,200 
Houfes, goo Streets, 89 Churches, and moft of the 
public | 
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i) Mr. Colley’ Cibber, the Son of this great Ariz/, 
“was born the Sixth of November 1671, in Lon- 
Jon; but I fhall refer the Reader to the Apo- 
‘Mogy for his own Life, printed for G. Faulkuer, 
|) Phe excelient Dramatic Works of this Author 
Mare, 


“) x. Love’s lait Shift ; or,, the Foo! in Fathion, 
111696. 
#2. Woman’s Wirt; or, the Lady in Fafhion, 
(11697. 
i) 3, Xerxes, a Tragedy, 1699. 
| 4. Love makes a Man; or, the Fop’s For- 
watune, 1700. 
m 5. Lhe Carelefs Husband, 1704. 
4" 6, The Lady’s laft Stake; or, the Wife’s 
‘)Refentmenr, 1708. 
| 7 The Comical Lovers. 
| 8. She Wou'd and the Wou'd Not; or, the 
) kind Impoftor. 
| 9. Richard the Third. 
| 10. The Rival Fools. 

it. Prrolla and Izadora, a Tragedy. 


} public Stru€tures. The Top of the fquare Bafe is orna- 
») mented by large Dragons, between them the Arms of 
| England with Engines of War difplay’d, Time with the 
) reft of the Figures mafterly finith’d, with London, repre- 
) fented in the Clouds in another Figure of a Woman, 


looking on the City once more in her Glory, forma 
) noble Group that cannot be defcrib’d in Words. The 
) three other Squares, are fill’d with Infcriptions relating 

to the fatal Accident (tho” fome Authors impute it to 
' Defign) too long to mention here, 


12. The 
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12. The Double Gallant ; or, the Sick La- 
dy’s Cure. 

13. The School-Boy. 

14. The Non-Juror, 1717. 


15. Venus and Adonis, aMafque fet to Mu- | 


fic, 1717. 
16. Myrtilla, a Mafque, 1717. 


17. The Refufal; or, the Lady’s Philofo- : 


phy, 1720. 

18. Ximena; or, the Heroic Daughter. 

19. Cefar in Asgypt, 1725. 

20. The Provok’d Husband ;.or, a Journey 
to London, 1727. 

21. Love in a Riddle, 1728. 

22. Damon and Phillida, 

23. Papal Tyranny in the Reign of King 
Fohn. 

24. The Country- Wake. 


Befides thefe Dramatic Pieces, he haswrote | 


innumerable. Songs, Prologues, €¢. feveral 
humorous Pamphlets, the excellent Apology for 
bis own Life, and a Critic upon Middleton's 
Tranflation of Cicero. 

As Envy feldom attacks any other Obje& 


but confpicuous Merit, _ this, Gentleman, — 
was generally  attack’d by the, Iribe of | 


Scriblers his, cotemporary Authors,.that, Lzke 


Village Curs bark when their. Fellows do, which — 
he regarded not, and if he ever feem’d to rouze, | 


it was like the Lion, in Dos Quixote, Rife, 
fivetch, and pe-{s in his Face. 


Or 


As to his Perfon, he is ftrait, and well made, — 
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of an open Countenance, even free from the 
»confpicuous Marks of old Age; meet, or follow 

him, and no Perfon would imagine he never 

bore the Burden of above two Thirds of his 
Years. He is Head of a numerous Family, 

and it might be faid, as a German Author 
) writes of the Neftorian Lady Malburges of that 
‘) Country. 


Mater ait nate, die nata Filia natam 
Ut moneat nate, plangere Filiolam. 


© The aged Mother to her Daughter {pake, 
“© Daughter, faid fhe, arife ! 
' Thy Daughrer to her Daughter take, 

© Whofe Daughter’s Daughter cries. 


| ae 


Mr. THEOPHILUSCIBBER. 


HIS Gentleman came into the World 
tT the Day of the great and deftructive 
) Storm, in 1703, whofe Rage rang’d over the 
) moft Part of Europe, but I think moft fatal to 
) England. He is Son to Colley Cibber, Efq; that 
I excellent Comedian, the prefent Poet Lauveat, 
') whofe Dramatic Works are fo well known. 

Mr. Theophilus Cibber veceiv’d his Education 
} at Winchefter-School His ftrong Genius for 
| the Theatre brought him early upon the Stage, 
)) waere he has appear’d in full Luitre in the va- 
rious 


i, 
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riousBranches of Comedy. And tho’ he has 
perform’d feveral Parts in Tragedy with Suc- 
cefs, in my Imagination the Sock fits eafier up- 
on him, thanthe Baskin. His firft Wife men- 
tion'd in the Account of Mrs. Clive, was Mifs 
Fobnfon, by whom he had two;Daughters, the 
eldeft 1 am inform’d, .has appear’d on the 
Stage with great Profpec of excelling, firft in 
the Part of Fulset, in Romeo and Suliet by 
Shake/pear. His fecond Wife, Mifs Arne (by 
whom he.has no living Iffue) is arriv’d at the 
higheft Pitch of Excellence in the amiable Soft 
and Tender. 

Mr. Theophilus Cibber has appear’d twice as 
a Dramatic Author, wz. Firft, Henry the 
Sixth, alter’d from Shake/pear, which was 
play'd in the Summer Seafon of 1721, without 
any Criticks laying hold of ict. His fecond Per- 


formance in the Drama, was a Comedy call’d 


the Lover; but as the Criticks were. always 
ready:arm’d to attackithe Father, they drew 
their Indignation on the Son, with the talfe Ie 
magination that the, Father. was, the -conceal’d 
Author, but I am .pofitively ;convinced to 
the contrary, for that Gentleman to me refus’d 
the Sight of it before it appear'd on the Srage 
for the very Reafons, he fufpeéted, that fell 
out accordingly. However he wrote an Epi- 
logue that was fpoke by Mr. Theo. and his 
Wife that took away the Sting of the. Revel- 
rout, and the Play was perform’d fix Nights in 
the Year 1731. The Epilogue for its Singula- 
rity I fhall infert here- 


EP Le 


—— 
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Spoken by the AUTHOR, and his WrF &; 


NYS W, I fuppofe you'll fiud your Work 
1§ Gone ; 

Did not I fay--you were your Pather’s Son? 

Be what it might, your Play, the Town wou'd 
Lame tt 

That your bare Name were half aCaufe to damn 
it ? 

Experience to your Coft, will fhow you now, 

Who wears the wifer Head, your Wife, or you? 

Author. Tho’ all this fhould be true, my pret- 

ty Rogue, 

Yet what's all this, dear Jane, to the Epilogue ? 

Wife. Why what’s an Epilogue to fuch a 

Play ? 
Will it be fav'd by ought that I can fay? 

Author. No Matter what’s its Merit--uo, 

my Dear, 
When many a Husbanad’s Cafe bas known De- 
{pair, 
A wheedling Wife has brought the Thing to 
bear. 

Wife. 0, Pi your humble Servant bumble Sir! 
Now yow re diftreft, yo my weak Head prefer-~ 
No Sir, face you have bad your Frolick. pay it-« 
When you bave vais the Storm, your Wife muft 

lay tt. 
L Author. 
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Author. 1’// give you Compofition, gentle 
Spoufe, 
All my clear Benefit of my Third-day’s Houfe. 
Wite. Which may amount to---not one 
jingle Soufe. 
Author. Were nine alone the Cafe, that may 
be true, 
Yet to your very Sex [cme Pity’s due, 
They not with me defiroy the Guiltle(s too. 
Wife. (Lo the Audience) Gallants, inthis, 
I hope he has touch’d your Hearts, 
Let not me fuffer for bis weak Deferts, 
Do not, tolaft Extreams, your Cenfure drive, 
Give us, at leaft, an boneft Chance to live. 
ur Fate is in your Hands--if you are brave, 
You ll think the Triumph lefs, to Ruin shan. to 
Save. 


This Comedy, the Author dedicated to his 
Wife, in order to make a po Agreemeent 
between them. He has alfo wrote feveral 
{mall Pieces in Verfe and Pro‘e occafionly, be- 
fides feveral Letters in an odd Dilpute between 
him and Mr. Thomas Sheridan, printed here 
and in London. 

I fhall not meddle with conjugal Affairs, 

thefe fhort Memoirs would fwell too large, and 
the Belly out of Proportion for the Bo dy, ap- 
pear Dropfical and require Tapping. 


Then draw a Veil o'er what muft be conceaP d, 
To hide thofe Faults,t bat foould not be reveal’ d, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ci BBER. 


4% HIS true.and perfect Actrefs, was 
Daughter to Mr. Arve, an eminent Up- 
holder in Covent-Garden. Her firft Appearance 
on the Stage, was as a Singer, her Voice and 
Judgment gain’d her univerfal Applaufe. Buc 
when fhe commenced a {peaking Aatrefs, fhe 
charm’d a-new. Her firft Appearance was in 
the Part of Zara, to the Admiration of every 
Spectator that had theic Auricular Faculties, 
and fince that has prov’d herfelt the Daughrer 
of Nature in Perfection. I fhalladd a Prologue 
wrote by the Laureat, on her firft appearing in 
the Part of Zara, and leave her to enjoy her 
deferving Praife, 


Spoke by Mr. CIBBER. 
T# E French, bowe’er Mercurial they may 


feem, 
Extinguifh half their Fire by Critic Phlegm : 
While Englith Writers Nature's Freedom claim, 
And warm ther Scenes with an ungovern’d 
Flame : 
°Tis Grange, that Nature never fbould infpire 
A Racine’s Fudgment, with a Shakefpear’sFire! 
Howe’ er toNight (to promife much we're loath) 
Bit---you’ve a Chance to have a Tafte of both. 
L 2 From 
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From Englith Plays Zara’s French Author fir'd, 

Confe{s’d his Mufe beyond herfelf infpir'a ; 

From vack’d Othello’s Rage he rais’d his Style, 

And {natch’d tke Brand that lights this Tragic 

Pile : 

Zara’s Succe/s bis utmoft Hopes out-flew, 

And a twice twentieth weeping Audience drew. 
As for our Englifh Friend he leaves to you, 

What eer may feem to his Performance due, 

No Views of Gain his Hopes, or Fears engage, 

He gives a Child of Leafure to the Stage, 

Willing to try, if yet, forfaken Nature 

Can charm, with any one remember’d Feature. 
Thus far, the Author f{peaks---but now the 

Player 

With trembling Heart prefents bis bumble Prayer. 

To Night, the greate/t Venture of my Life 

Is loft, or fav'’d, as you veceive---a Wife. 

if Time, you think may ripen her to Merit, 

With gentle Smiles fupport ber wavering Spirit. 

Zara, in France at once an Alfrefs rais’d, 

Warm’ d into Skill, by being kindly prais’a : 

O, could fuch Wonders bere from Favour flow, 

How would ourZara’s Heart, withTranfport glow! 

But fhe, alas! by jufter Fears oppreft 

Begs bur your bave Endurance at the beft : 

Her unskil’d Tongue would fimple Nature fpeak, 

Nor dares her Bounds for falfe Applaufes break. 

Amidft athoufand Faults, her beft Pretence 

To pleafe—is unprefuming Inuocence. 

When achafte Heart’s Diftrefs your Grief demands, 

One filent Tear outweighs a thoufand Hands, 
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If fhe conveys the pleafing Paffions right, 
Guard and fupport her this decifive Night. 

If fhe miftakes, or finds ber Strength too fmall 
Let interpofing Pity break her Fall— 

In you, it reftsto fave her, or deftroy, 

If fhe draws Tears frou you—1 weep—for Foy. 


eT IU eo EAS ET 


Mr OLIVERCASHEL. 


“7 Know little more of this Gentleman, than 

that he was born in Ireland, ofa very an- 
tient reputable Family. He commenced Aétor 
in this Kingdom, where he made but flow 
Progrefs, as | have been inform’d. He wasre- 
commended to the Manager in Drury-Lane by 
by his Friend and Countryman Mr. Charles 
Macklin, who brought him from the Bri/fol 
Theatre, where they both play’d the Summer 
before, I think in the Year 1738. 

The firft Part he play’d on Drury-Lane 
Theatre, was Sir Fulius Cefar in Sir Walter 
Raleigh, where his good Figure was his beft 
Friend, for Fear had made his Voice not his 
own (if I may be allow’d that Term). It isa 
Theatrical Obfervation, that Fear in the firft 
fetting-out Attempt on the Srage, is not an ill 
Omen, for many that have fet on without iv, 
have play’d their beft, and never mended at- 
terwards. This Gentleman is one Proof of it, 
forhe got the better of his Fear, proving a 
L 3 very 
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very good Theatrical Officer in a little Time: 
And I hear fince have left England, has fo 
far excelled in Captain Macheath in the Beg- 
gars Opera, which requires a good Simger to the 
Qualifications of a good Affor) that his Merit 
has given this excellent Piece a large frefh Run 
in Covent. Garden, which he went to from Drury- 
Lane, eight or nine Years ago. 

This Gentleman died at Norwich (the capi- 
tal City of the County of Norfolk). He was 
taken Speechlefs on the Stage in the Part of 
Frankly in a Comedy call’d the Su/picious Huf- 
band: He was carried to his Lodgings,where 
Phyficians and Surgeons attended, but to no 
Purpofe, for he expired in a few Hours in 
fpight of the DoCtor. 


Death eafes Lovers, fets the Captive free, 
And, tho a Tyrant, offers Liberty. 


(r) The firft Dramatic Piece of Mr, Dryden, that 
great Poet, was a Comedy called the Wild Gallant, 
that met with fo little Succefs (as Langbain fays) ** that 
‘. if he had not a peculiar Force of Inclination to the 
‘s Drama, he would have been fufficiently difcouraged 
‘© from any farther Progrefs in Dramatick Writing, 
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Mrs. CATHARINECLIVE, 
(formerly Mifs R a F TOR.) 


HIS celebrated natural A€trefs, was 
i the Daughter of Mr. William Raftor, a 
Gentleman born in the City of Kilkenay in 
Ireland. "The Father of her Father, was pof- 
fefs’d of a confiderable Paternal Eftate in the 
County where he was born; but the Parent of 
our Actrefs being unhappily attack’d to the un- 
fortunate King ames the Second, the late Re- 
volution gave it, among many others, to the 
Crown. Mr. ames Raftor her Brother went 
over to Ireland fome Years ago, in order to 
follicit for his Grandfather’s Fortune, but did 
not meet with Succefs. 

Mr. William Raftor the Father was bred to 
the Law; however, when King Sames was in 
Ireland, he enter’d into his Service, and after 
the decifive Battle of the Boyne in the Year 
1690, he follow’d his Matter’s Fortune, and 
by his Merit, obtain’d a Captain’s Commiffion 
in the Service of Lewis the Fourteenth; but 
gaining a Pardon, with many other Gentlemen 
in his Condition, he came to England, where 
he married Mrs. Daniel, Daughter to an emi- 
nent Citizen on Fifb-/trect. bill, with whom he 
had a handfome Fortune. By her he had a 
numerous Iflue. 
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Milfs Catherine was born in the Year 1711. 
She had an early Genius for the Stage. For the 
told me, when fhe was about twelve Years old, 
Mifs Yohnfin (afterwards the firit, Wite of Mr. 
Theo. Cibber, another rifing Genius, if Death 
had not overtaken her in her Prime of Youth) 
and fhe us’d to Tag after the celebrated Mc. 
Wilks (her own Words) when ever they faw 
him in the Streets, and gape at him as a Won- 
der. 

Mifs Raftor had a facetious Turn of Hu- 
mour and. infinite Spirits, with a Voice and 
Manner in finging Songs of Pleafantry peculiar 
to herfelf. Thofe Talents, Mr. Theo. Cibber 
and I (we all at that time living together in 
one Houle) thought a fufficient Pafport to the 
Theatre. We recommended her to the Lai- 
reat, whofe infallible Judgment, {oon found 
out her Excellencies, andthe Moment he heard 
her fing, put her down in the Litt of Perfor- 
mers at twenty Shillings per Week. But never 
any Perfon of her Age flew to Perfe€tion with 
fuch Rapidity ; and the old difcerning Mana- 
gers, always diftinguith’d Merit by Reward. 
Her firft Appearance was in the Play of Mb- 
vidates King of Pontus, in I/menes the Page to 
Ziphares in Boys Cloaths, where a Song. pro- 
per to the Circumftances of the Scene was in- 
troduced, which fhe perform’d with extraordi- 
nary Applaufe. But after this, like a Bullet in 
the Air, there was nodiftinguifhing the Track, 
till ic came to its utmoft Execution. 

Iremember the firft Night of Love in a Riddle 
(which 
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(which was murder’d in the fame Year) a Pas 
{ftoral Opera wrote by the Laureat, which the 
Hydra-headed Multitude refolv’d to worry 
without hearing, a Cuftom with Authors of 
Merit, when Mifs Raftor came on in the Part 
of Phillida, the monftrous Roar fubfided. A 
Perfon in the Stage-Box, next to my Poft, 
called out to his Companion in the following 
elegant Style--- “* Zounds! Yom! take Care ! 
** or this charming little Devil will fave all.” 

In the Year 1732, fhe was marry’d to Mr. 
G. Clive, Son to Mr. Baron Clive. I fhall be 
filent in Conjugal Affairs, but in all my long 
Acquaintance with her, I could never imagine 
fhe deferved ill Ufage. 

I fhali take leave of this excellent ACtrefs,. 
with the following Lines (as every Part cannot 
fit the beft Performers) 


Merit miftaken. oft may lofe its Way, 
And pore in Darknefs with the Blaze of Day. 


RS RE AN BY TORE SRN RN NPE AO A AE AEE SA AAAS LOLI TED, 


Madamorfelle CHATEAUNEUF, 


HS agreeable Dancer (as fhe play’d 
‘Polly in the Beggar’s Opera, &c.) mutt 

come under my Cognilance. She was born in 
France, what ‘1 own or Province, has ftole from 
my Memory. Her real Name was not what 
fhe bore. She was in her Infancy, an Orphan, 
and 


130 A GeneralHISTORY 


and Monfieur Chateauneuf took her from her 
Diftreflesy‘and bred her up as his own Daugh- 
ter. Her Virtue never was tainted in moft 
People’s Opinion, but as out immortal Shake- 


[pear fays, 


Be thou as chafte as Ice, as pure as Snow, 
Thou {halt not {cape Calumny. 


When I was inftru@ing her in the Part of 
Polly, fhe told me a Lady that Morning, was 
furprized to hear froma Gentleman of her Ac- 
quaintance, that fhe was taken for a Boy in 
Difguife. (This Gentleman it feems was a 
Perfon that would have been very willing to 
have been certain of the Diftinétion of Sexes.) 
I told the Lady, {aid Mifls Chateauneuf, I was 
very glad be knew no more of me. Which I 
think was a quick, and witty Anfwer. She 
was born the fame Day that our young Hero 
the Duke came into the World, Apri 15, 
1721! 

Since leaving this Kingdom, fhe is marry’d 
to her fuppos’d Father Monfieur Chateauneuf, 
and now it is made her real Name. ‘This In- 
telligence I had frou a Gentleman that lately 
came from Bourdeaux ({), where he convers'd 

with 


(f)’Tis poftible everyBody can not tell whereBourdeaux 
lies ; It is a very fine City, and Sea Port, the Capitol of 
theProvince of Guinne. It is graced with a Parliament, a 
Univerfity, and an Archbifhop, feated on the fine Ri- 

ver 
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with them, being at the Head of a Troop of 
Comedians of their own, where he heard Ma- 
dam. Chateauneuf, fing feveral Engli/b Songs, 
by Defire of. the Audience, particularly the 
Song of Rofie Wine trom the Mafque of Comus 
alter:d from Milton. 


Thus Midwife Time brings many Things to Light, 
That long lay hid within the Womb of Night, 


Mrs. CHE TWOOD. 


HE was upon this Stage in the Year 1741, 

an agreeable Affre/s, when the Part {uit- 

ed her Voice, a tolerable Dancer, and a plea- 

fing Colombine ; being Grand-Daughter to the 

prefent Laureat, *tis no Wonder if fhe had a 
little Wit. 


But Wit and Wifdom feldom well agree, 
Wifdom would fetter, what the Wit would free. 


vet Garonne, and is efteemed one of the richeft Trading 
Cities in France. Auforius, a celeblated Latin Poet, owes 
his Birth to this Place. Moft Lovers of Bacchus, very 
much commend the Growth of its Grape, One of our 
Englife Monarchs (Richard the Second) drew here his 
firt Breath. This Dukedom was once an Attendant up- 
on the Crown of England, as tack’d to the Tail of E/ea- 
nor Heirefs of Poifiers, wedded to King Henry the Se- 
cond, which is my chief Reafon of this Scrap of Geo- 
graphy, There is alfo a very handfome Theatre in this 
City, and the Country exceeding pleafant about it, be- 
ing in the South of Frazce. 

Mr. 
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Mr. DENNIS DELANE. 


“Wy S.a Native of Jreland, defcended from an 

antient Family. He received his Educa- 
tion in Trinity College, Dublin, a Fountain of 
Learning, whofe Streams have water’d the 
Univerfe. 

He appeared firft on the Dublin Stage, and 
was very well received, his Perfon and excel- 
lent Voice, joined with his other Merits, gain- 
ed him the Efteem as he juttly deferved. How- 
ever, he fet out for Lowdon, where he was re- 
commended to the Managers of Drury-Lane, I 
think in the Year 1731; but their Company 
being brimful, even to the running over, the 
Managers did not give him the Enconrage- 
ment, that the Promife of his Voice and Per- 
fon deferved.. Mr. Giffard took hold of the 
Occafion, and engaged him for his ‘Theatre in 
Goodiman’s-Fields, wiete he had a better Op- 
portunity of fhining without any Rival Ray, 
Mr. Qua, as | am inform’d,. (who can diftin- 
guifh Merit, from his own fuperior Judgment) 
prevailed upon him to Jeave that Corner of the 
Town, and a&t on the fame Stage with him(Co- 
vent-Garden). Perfons of the Drama may be 
compared to the Swi/s Cantons, willing to fight 
for thofe that give the beft Pay, therefore it is 
no Novelty to fee them change Sides. ‘s 

tet 
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Mr, Delane is now marching under the Ban- 


ner of Covest-Garden. He has an Effate in this 


Kingdom, and came over laft Year (tho’ I had 
not the Pleafure of feeing him) I am informed 
he is inclining more to the Bulky fince I faw 
him laft, which isa Recommendation to many 
Capital Parts that may fit eafy, and give Pleas 
fure, when the Bloom of Youth is gone. 


Truncheons, or Lawn do feldom Youth become 
For diftant War, or Bifhopricks at Home. 


Mr. Dryer, 


S not only a ufeful, but a very pleafing 

Actor ; his good Voice, and eafy acquired 
Manner, gives him a Cait above many of his 
Cotemporaries, being the beft allowed Singer 
on the Dublin Theatre, that is not a profels’d 
Singer. Lam no Friend to Mimicry, yer if I 
could be pleas’d with that natural Qualifica- 
tion (if I may be allowed to ca'l ir fo) 1 do not 
know one could give me more Pleafure ‘than 
Mr. Dyer ; for he can take off (as the Theatri- 
cal Term expreffes it) not only every Actor, 
Male and Female, he has feen and heard, 
wotth mimicking, but alfo Singers and 
Dancers, Foreign and Domeftic. All thefe 
Qualifications, join'd to a good Underftanding, 
will render him acceptable in any Lheatre. 

M 
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A juft Behaviour claims a due Regard, 
Tho Modefty may fail to meet Reward. 


Tuomas ELRINGTOvN, Efq; 


HIS excellent Aor was born in Fune 

1688, in Londow, His Father, having 
numerous Iflue, put this Son Apprentice to 
an Upholfterer in Covent-Garden, where I was 
firft acquainted with him. He was early ad- 
diGed to the D:ama. I remember, when he 
was an Apprentice we play'd in feveral private 
Plays together: when we were preparing to 
act Sophonisba; or, Hannibal’s Overthrow, af- 
ter | had wrote out my Part of Maffina, I car- 
ry’d him che Book of the Play to ttudy the Part 
of King Mafiniffa; 1 found him fivifhing a 
Velvet Cufhion, and gave him-the Book ; but 
alas! before he cov'd fectet it, his Mazfter, 
(a hot voluble Frenchman) came in upon us, 
and the Book was thruft under the Velvet of 
the Cufhion. His Mafter as ufual, raved him 
for not working, with a Mortblew! why a you 
not Vark! Yom? and ftood over him {fo long, 
that I faw with fome Mortification, the Book 
irrecoverably ftitch’d up in the Cufhion, ne- 
ver to be retriev’d till the Cuthion is worn to 
Pieces. Poor Zom catt many a defponding 
Look upon me, when he was finifhing the hee | 
O 


a 
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of the Play, while every Stitch weit to both 


our Hearts. His Matter obferving our Looks 
turn’d to me, and with Words that broke their 
Necks over each other for Hafte, abus’d both 
of us; the moft intelligible of his great Num- 
ber of Words were Yack Pudenges! and the 
like Expreffions of Contempt. 
But ourPlay was gone for ever! Another time, 
_ we were fo bold to attempt Shakefpear’s Ham- 
Tet, where our Prentice Tom, had the Part of 
the Ghoft, Father to young Hamlet. His Ar- 
mour was compos’d of Pafteboard, neatly pain- 
ted: Tine Frenchman had Intelligence of what 
we were about, and to our great Surprize and 
Mortification made one of our Audience. The 
Ghoftt in its firft Appearance is dumb to Ho- 
ratio ; while thefe Scenes paft, the Frenchman 
only mutrer’d between his Teeth, and we were 
in Hopes his Paffion would fubfide. But when 
our Ghoft began his firft Speech to Hamlet, 
Mark me, he reply’d, Beggar me vil marke 
you prefently! and without faying any more 
beat our poor Ghoft off the Stage through the 
S-reet, while every Stroke on the Pafteboard 
Armour griev’d the Auditors (becaufe they did 
not pay for their Seats) infomuch, that three or 
four ran after the Ghoft, and brought him 
back in Triumph, with the avenging French- 
. man at his Heels, who would not be appeas'd, 
till our Ghoff promis’d him never to commit 
the Offence of A€ting agains A Promife made 
like many other People, never intended to be 
kept. However in the laft Year of his Time, 
3 his 
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his rigid Mafter gave him a little more Liber- 
ty, and our young A€tor, play’d different Parts, | 
till he was taken Notice of by Mr. Keene, an 
excellent Player at that Time, he was intro 
duced upon the Stage inthe Part of Oroonoko, 
where he met with a good Reception in the 
Year 1711. 

The next Seafon, he was invited over by 
Fofeph Afbbury, Efq; and in the Year 1713, 
wedded the Daughter of that worthy Gentle- 
man, by whom he had a numerous Iflue, par- 
ticularly three Sons, who are now alive: the 
eldett, Mr. Fofepb Elrington, who makes a con- 
fiderable Figure on the prefent Theatre here, 
Mr. Richard Elrington now of a Country Com=- 
pany in England, and Mr. Thomas Elrington 
the youngett, firftan Enfign now a Lieutenant 
in Colonel Flemming’s Regiment in Manders. 

Mr. Evrington the Father, was a true Copy 
of Mr. Verbruggen, a very great Aor in Tra- 
gedy, and polite Parts in Comedy ; but the 
former had an infinite Fund of (what is call’d 
Low) Humour upon the Stage. I have feen 
him perform Don Chollerick in the Fop’s Fortune 
with infinite Pleafure, he entet’d into the trite 
Humour of the Charaéter, equal to the Ori- 
ginal Mr. William Penketbman. His Voice 
was manly, ftrong, and fweetly full ton’d, his 
Figure tall and well proportion’d. His eldeft 
Son Mr. Fofeph Elrington is moft like him in 
Perfon and Countenance, | 

This excellent Player, fucceéded his Fathér- 
in-Law, Foféph Afbbury, Efq; in the Place of 
. Steward © 
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Steward of the King’s Inns ; and the -more to 
eftablifh him in the Kingdom, a Poft was given 
him of Fifty Pounds a Year in the Quit-Rent 
Office ; allo Gunner to the Train of Artillery, a 
Gift of the Lord Mountjoy, Father to the pre- 
fent Earl of Blefington, which at the Death of 
that noble Lord, he got Permiffion to difpofe 
of. He was a Gentleman ot Honour, Huma- 
nity, and extenfive good Nature, of a facetious 
well-manner’d Converfation, a little too defi- 
rable for his Health, from Company of the beft 
Condition. He was taken ill the very Day he 
was confulting a Plan for a new Theatre, after 
the Form of that in Drury-Lane, London, with 
an eminent Builder of this City. He went 
home, where his Malady increas’d to a vioient 
Pluretic Fever, which never left him (notwith- 
ftanding all the Phyficians Art) till he expir’d 
uly 23) 1732 (C) 

[ fhall leave him to eternal Reft with the 
following Lines, and a fhort Epitaph. 


Thus, when our flated Time of Life is come, 
And Power Almighty has pronounc'd our Doom ; 
The beft Phyfician’s Art is foown in vain, 

Aud Death’s the Duftor that muft end our Pain. 


(t) He was. interr’d in St. Michan’s Church-Yard, 
near the Remains of his Father-in-Law, Fofeph A/bbury, 
Efq; Mr. Elrington had one Daughter marry’d to Mr. 
Wr ightfon now in England with a Country Company. I 
never faw rer, but have been informed fhe has many 
promifing Theatrical Talents. 


M 3 EPI 
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EPI Tt A P H. 
On Tuomas ELRINGTON, Efq; 


THou beft of Actors here interr’d, 
No more thy charming Voice is heard, 
This Grave thy, Coarfe contains : 

Thy better Part which us’d to move, 

Our Admiration and our Love, 
Has fled its fad Remains. 


Tho’ there’s no monumental Brafs, 

Thy facred Relicks to encafe, 
Thou wondrous Man of Art: 

A Cover of the Mnfe divine, 

O? Elrington hall be thy Shrine 
And carve thee in his Hear& 


Mr.FrRancisELRINGTON, 


AS born in London in the Yeat 1692: 

\ \ He had a {mall Poft in the Wardrobe 
under his Grace the Duke of Montague, but 
hearing the Succefs of his elder Brother in Zre- 
land, he left his Poft, to follow the Call he 
had to the Stage. By his Theatrical Obfer- 
vations in England, he fer out in Ireland with 
Succefs, improving his Talents fo well, that he 
gave 
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gave the utmoft SatisfaGtion in many Capital 
Parts. His Grace the Duke of Doffet; when 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, gave him a Poft in 
the Revenue, which he faithfully executed, and 
énjoyed to his Death. 

He was in a languifhing State of Health, 
near two Years; but the laft Stroke he receiv- 
ed, at Kilkenny where Part of the Company 
were playing during the Time of the Camp be- 
ing at Bennet’s. Bridge, he was carried back to 
his Houfe in Derumcendra-Lane, where after a 
few Days Struggle Death overcame him in 4¢- 
guft 1746, in the 53d Year of his Age, of a 
Polypus (u), to the Regret of all his Acquain- 
tance. 


Mr. Rateu ELRINGTON, 


S the younger Brother of the laté eminent 
Player Thomas Elrington, Efg; born in 


(u) Polypus is an Excreffence or flefhy funges Sub- 
ftance that grows in, or about the Heart; a flow, but 
certain Death. This Diftemper is fometimes found in 
the thick Membrane of the Brain, which proves fatal. 
This Difeafe often feizes the Nofe, and other hollow 
Parts of the Body, fixing its Fibres like the Root ofa 
Plant, which muft be cut off, and entirely eradicated, or 
it will grow again, 


How many Ways has proud imperious Death, 
To plunder, florm, and feal away our Breath! 
| Eng- 
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England, and came early upon the Stage, tho’ 
without any Countenance (as I have been in- 
form’d) from his Friends, and Relations. Since 
his elder Brother’s Death, he has undertaken 
many of his Parts, which he copies as near as 
poffible. 

He was admir’d fome Yeats ago, as a good 
executing Harlequin, Agility and Strength, be- 
ing two main Ingredients in the Compofition 
of that motly Gentleman, where Heels are of 
more Ufe than the Head. In one of his Feats 
of AGtivity, he was much hurt, and was in 
fome Danger of breaking his Neck to pleafe 
the Speétators, the Ears having little to do in 
fuch Entertainments ; yet this unlucky Spring, 
met with univerfal Applaule. 

Iremember a Tumbler in the Hay-market 
Theatre in Loudon, by fuch an Accident beat 
the Breath out of his Body, which raifed {uch 
vociferous Applaufe, that latted longed than 
the ventrous Man’s Life, for he never breathed 
more. Indeed his Wife had this Comfort, 
when the Truth was known, Pity fucceeded to 
the Roar of Applaufe. 

Another Accident like this, fell out in Dr. 
Fauftus, a Pantomime Entertainment in Lia- 
col’s-Inn-Fields Theatre, where a Machine in 
the Working broke, threw the mock Pierot 
down headlong with fuch Force, that the poor 
Man broke a Plank on the Stage with his Fall, 
and expired: Another was fo forely maimed, 
that he did not furvive many Days; anda 


Third, one of the fofter Sex, broke her pies 
3 ut 
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But to prevent firch Accidents for the future, 
thofe Perfons are reprefented by inanimate Fi- 
gures, fo that if they break, a Neck, a Leg, 
or an Atm, there needs no Surgeon. 

Another Accident of the fame Kind hap» 
pened in Swock- Alley, which gave me much 
Concetn, as having a hand in the Contrivance. 
The late Mr. Morgan being to fly on the Back 
of a Witch, in the Laacafbire Witches, thro’ 
the Ignorance of the Workers in the Machine- 
ty, the Fly broke, and they both fell together, 
but thro’ Providence they neither of them were 
much hurt; and fuch Care was taken after- 
wards, that no Accident of that Kind coald 
happen. 


When Danger’s fled, it dwells upon the Mind, 
And leaves the ftrong Impreffion till behind, 


Mr. RicwaRp EstcourRt’m. 


HIS excellent Comedian, was born at 

Tewksbury in the County of Gloucefter, 
in the Year 1668, where he receiv’d his Edu- 
cation in the Latia School of that Town. He 
had an early Defire for the Stage; for in the 
15th Year of his Age, he ftole from his Fa- 
thet’s Houfe with a Country Company, and at 
Worcefter, for fear of being known, fet out with 
the Part of Roxava, in Woman’s Apparel (in 


es 
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Alexander the Great) but his Father having 
Notice of it, fent to fecure the Fugitive, who 
made his Efcape in a Suit of Women’s Cloaths 
that he borrow’d of one of the Itinerant Ladies, 
and trudg’d it to Chippinguorton, a Corpora- 
tion Town in Oxford/bire, twenty five long Miles 
in one Day. When he came to the Inn, Beds 
were {carce, and he was oblig’d to take up with 
that of the Daughter’s behind the Bar; the 
young Woman going to Bed, found the wea- 
ry’d Traveller in a profound Sleep, but obferv- 
ing the Shirt inflead of a Shift, fhe began to 
fufpe& her defign’d Bedfellow, ftooping to look 
on the Drefs that lay upon the Ground, fhe 
faw a Pair of Man’s Shoes under the Bed, that 
convinced her fhe might be in an odd Situation, 
if fhe had gone to Bed inthe Dark. She upon 
the Difcovery inftantly call’d in the People of 
the Houfe, and wak’d our drowfie Traveller. 
The Landlord had defign’d to carry him de- 
cently to the Horfe-pond, till Dick made a true 
Confeffion of the whole Affair. By Accident a 
Perfon of the Town of Tewksbury put up at the 
faid Inn that Night, who knew our young dif- 
suis’d Wanderer, and that Knowledge fign’d 
his Pardon. . In two Days after his Cloaths 
from Worce/ter were brought him, accompany’d 
with a Meffenger from his Father, who lead 
him the Road home again. 

Soon afrer, the Father went with him to 
London, where he bound him faft to an Apo- 
thecary in Hatton-Garden. He was too impa- 
tient to wait fo longa Time for Liberty, thers 
ore 
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fore he ftretch’d his Bonds till they broke, and 
after an @tinerant Life two Years in Aygland, 
he went to try his Fortune in: Jre/and, where 
he fhone in an exalred Theatrical Sphere, for 
fome Years, when he return’d to London, where 
by his Wit, and mimic Humour, his Conver- 
{ation was taken up by Perfons of the higheft 
Rank, and Parts. 

He was made Providore of the Beef-Stake~ 
Club, and for a Mark of Diftinétion, wore their 
Badge, which was a {mall Gridiron of Gold, 
hung about his Neck with a green Silk Ribbon. 
This Club was compos’d of the chief Wits and 
ereat Men of the Nation 

Mr. Eftcourt was the original Serjeant Kite, 
and every Night of Performance, entertain’d 
the Audience, with Variety of little Catches 
and Flights of Humour, that pleas’d all but his 
Criticks, He was a great Favourite with the 
vate Duke of Marlborough, whofe juft Fame he 
celebrated in feveral out-of-the-way witty Bal- 
lads. He was Author of a Comedy call’d, The 
Wives Excufe ; or, Cuckolds make themfelves, and 
a€ted at the Theatre-Royal in the Year 1706, 
but as I have been inform’d with moderate Suc- 
cefs. Another little Piece was produced by 
him, call’d, Prusella, a Burlefque upon the 
Itahan Operas, then ftole into Fafhion, too 
much fupported by the excellent Voice and 
Judgment of Mrs. Tofts. But fugh an odd 
Medley---Mrs. Zofts, a mere Englifb Woman 
in the Part of Camilla, courted by Nicolini in 
Italian, without underftanding one fingle Sylla- 

ble 
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ble each other fad, or fung. And on the other 
Hand, Valentini courting amoroufly in the 
fame Language, a Dutch Woman, that com- 
mitted Murder on our good old Eagli/h, with 
as little Underftanding as a Parrot. Tho’ it 
was reported, a Lady of fome Quality fell def- 
perately in Love with Nicolini, which occafi- 
on’d the following Lines, that were pinn’d to 
Nicolini’s Coat in a Chocolate-Houfe. 


Soft thrilling Notes fwell’d out with Art, 
May wound, alas! the Fair-One’s Heart ; 
Yet thefe Italians will not feel ; 

The Wounds they give they cannot heal. 


Yet notwithftanding the Lafhes given by Zf#- 
court and others, the inervating Weakniels took 
more hold, like Folly, and new Secs in Reli- 
gion, Perfecution but gains more Profelytes. 
This celebrated Comedian paid his Debt to 
Nature, in the Year 1733, after leaving the 
Stage fome Years. Sir Richard Stee gives him 
this Charagter in his Lucubrations: “ An 
“excellent Companion, one who was perfect- 
“© ly Mafter of well turn’?d Compliments, as 
“¢ wellas fmart Repartees, which fhews a rea- 
« dy Wit.” (w) 
Mr. 


(w) The firft Account of this eminent Performer, I 
had from the late Mr. ohn Bowman, an Actor more 
than Half an Age on the London Theatres. 

This Gentleman was born in the Year 1666, 
and died in the Year 1739. I have often heard 
him 
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Mr. JounwEvawns. 


r | THIS Perfon was an Aétor of very good 
Repute in this Kingdom, join’d in the 
Management with Mr. Thomas Elrington, Mr. 
Thomas Griffith, &c. His Perfon was inclin- 
able to the Grofs, therefore wanted Delicacy 
for the amiable Parts: he had an excellent Har- 
monious Voice, and juft Delivery, but a little 
too indolent for much Study or Contemplation. 
In the laft Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, 
the Company of Dublin went down in the Sum- 
mer Seafon to play at Corke. One Evening 
Mr. Evaus was invited by fome Officers of a 
Regiment then on Duty in that City, to a Ta- 
vern ; many Healths were propos’d, and went 
round, without Reluctance. When iccameto 
Mr. Evans's Turn, he propofed the Health of 
her Majefty Queen Azue, which fo much dif- 
gufted one of the Company (tho’ cloath’d in the 
Livery of his Royal Miftrefs) that he ran down 


him fay, he never remember’d that any Indifpofition re- 
tarded his coming to the Theatre during his long Courfe 
of Life ; and this Declaration was made not a Month 
before he died. He never met with Contempt in the 
latter Part of his Life, and we may End with two Lines 
in Fane Shore. 


Age fat with decent Grace upon his Vifage, 
And worthily became bis Silwer Locks. 
N 


Stairs, 
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Stairs, and fent up a Drawer to whifper Mr. 
Evans, who immediately put on his Sword, 
and went after him, without taking the leaft 
Notice to the Company. He found his Anta- 
sonift in a Room in the Paflage of the Tavern, 
with the Door half open, who courageonfly 
made a Thruft at Mr. Evaas, which he put by 
with his left Hand. Atthis, Mr. Evans drew, 
thruft the Door wide open, enter'd, and foon 
drove his Oppolet out to the Paflage, where 
he difarm’d the doughty Hero, before the Com- 
pany, above Stairs knew any thing of the Mat- 
ter. The reft of the Millitary Gentlemen ex- 
ah is an Abhorrence to the Treatment Mr. 
Evaas received, and feemingly reconcil’d them 
on the Spot: But notwithttanding, when the 
Company return’d to Dublin, the Perfon who 


fent the Ch allenge up Stairs at Corke, being 


then return’d alfo, teld his own Story in fach 
a Manner, that feveral warm Gentlemen of the 
Army were made to believe that Mr. Evans 
had affronted the whole Body Millitary; and 
when the poor fuppos’d Culprit came to his Bu- 
finefs of the Iheatre, their ‘Comanni inthe Au- 

dience was fo great, that the Houfe was dil- 
mift, and no Play to be aéted till Mr. Avavs 
had asked public Pardon upon the stage. His 
high Spiric was with great Difficulty brought 
to fubmit, but at latt he cons I remem- 
ber, the ibe was the Rival Queeas , or, the 
Death of Alexander the Great. The Part of 
Alexander to be-akted by the Delinquent. He 
came to ask Pardon betore the Curtain, when 
he 
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he addrefs’'d the Audience, one Smart fromthe 
Pit cry’d ont, Kaeel! you Rafcal! Evansthen 
colle@ed in himfelf reply’d in the fame ‘Tone of 
Voice, No yout Rafcal! L'll kneel to none but 
God and my Queen! A dangerous Paroxy{m 
at fucha Crifis! However, as there were ma- 
ny worthy Gentlemen of the Army, who knew 
the whole Affair, the new rais’;d Clamout 
ceas'd, and the Play went through without any 
Molettation, and by Degrees, Things return’d 
to their proper Channel. By this we may {ee 
it is fome Danger for an Actor to be in the 
Right. 

Three Years after this Affair, Mr. Evans 
went to the Theatre in Lincoln’s-Ina-Fields, 
and in his Journey back to Ireland, was 
taken ill of a Fever at the Town of Whit- 
church in Sbropfbire; from whence he was re- 
moved for better Advice to Cheffer, where he 
ended his Progrefs of Life, in the 41ft Year of 
his Age, and was privately bury’d inthe Cathe- 
dral, without Monument, Stone, or Infcription. 


Thus may great Mevit in Oblivion lye, 
And reft forgotten to Eternity. 


Mr. WILLIAM ESTE. 


H 1S Gentleman was related to the late 
Bifhop of Waterford, He died in the 
N 2 Prime 
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Prime of Youth, in the Year 1743. ’Tis a pity 
he took fuch Pains in getting the better of his 
Conftitution, but he fucceeded at a Time when 
he might have made fome Figure on the Stage. 
Hie had Qualifications fufficient for Improve- 
ment,*{ome Learning, a Perfon amiable, a 
iweet Voice, and fung not unpleafingly ; not- 
withftanding the Neglect of himfelf, depriciat- 
ed his Merit. He truly made ont a Saying of 


pale) 
nd oad i 


Aan that drinks a Glafs of ttrong Liquor in 
“ a Morning, for every one he {wallows, drives 
“a Nail in his Coffin.’ Many a Genius has 
been drown’d in Drink. I remember an Au- 
thor whofe {weet Writings will keep his Me- 
mory fragrant, was fo much addicted to that 
Weaknefs, that if there were no other Spirits 
to be come at,would empty a Lady’s Hungary 
Water Bottle, and yet the flowing Numbers of 
nis Pen feem’d as if he had drank no other Li- 
quid but what came from the pure Streams of 
Hellicon. 1 shall end this with Shake/pear’s Re- 
fiction from the Mouth of Caffo in O¢hello : 

« ©! that Men fhould put an Enemy in 
© their Mouths to fteal away their Brains, O ! 
“ thou invifible Spirit of Wine! if thou haft no 
‘© Name to be known by, let us call thee De- 
vil! 

He died of a lingering Ilnefs, the 24th of 
Fanuary 1742-3. 


late great Comedian Mr. Wilks, “* The | 
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Mrs. EL MY. 


ER maiden Name was Mors. She was 

born in Exgland, but when, or where, I 
know not(x). She has been an Atrefs about 
feventeen Years, and begun very young, was 
enter’d firft in a Country Company. She knows 
what fhe does, as well as what fhe fays. She 
feems to have more Spirits off the Stage ina 
Chamber, than fhe has i# the public Theatre, 
which is owing to her weak Voice, but fhe 
means very well #here, 1 do not know her 
well enough to be any judge of her Morals, 
therefore I fhall not fpeak of what I do not. 
know, and even this, I have gather’d more: 
from common Fame, than my own particular: 
Knowledge ; therefore [fhall not fay any more 
of her, as Fame is a Goffigy not always to be. 
believ’d, as Hudibra/s tells us:. 


There is a tall loug-fided Dame, 

But wond’ious Light, ycleped Fame; 
Two Trumpets foe does found at once; 
But both of clean contrary Tones, 

But whether both with the fame Winds 
Or one before, or one behind, 


(x) Mr. Elmy, her Husband, I know, was born at’ 
Norwich, bat where he is now, I believe neither. fhe nar. 
I. can tell. 
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We know not—only this can tell, 

The one founds vilely, t’ other well ; : 
And therefore vulgar Authors name : 
Th’ one Good, t’ other Evil Fame. : 


aeeded 


Mr. GEoRGE FARQUHAR. 


I N CE this Gentleman owes his Birth to 
> this Kingdom, and on the rif) Stage 
commenced Ador, I hope it will not be 
thought improper to give a fhort Account of 
him, which I fhall take from his Life that I 
collected feveral Years paft, to prefix to his 
Works: The Materials I received from Mr. 
Wilks, who approv’d of them before they went 
to the Publifher. 

Mr. George Fargubar was born in the North 
of Ireland, of Parents that held no mean Rank 
in that Part of the Country, who having a nu- 
merous Iffue, could beftow on him no ether 
Fortune than a genteel Education. As thofe 
who are blefs’d with a Poetical Genius, always 
thew fome Glimmerings of their Fancy in their 
Youth, fo he, ere he arriv’d at his Tenth Year, 
gave feveral Specimens of a peculiar Turn that 
Way. One of his juvenil Productions I fhall 
here mention, in which he difcover’d a Way 
of Thinking, as well as an Elegancy of Ex- 
preffion, far beyond his Years. 


The 
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—(y) The pliant Soul of erring Youth, 

Is like foft Wax, or moiften’d Clay, 
Apt to receive all heavuly Truth, 

Or yield to Tyrant Ill the Sway. 
Shun Evil in your early Years, 

And Manhood may to Virtue rife: 
But he, who in his Youth appears 

A Fool, in Age will ne'er be Vi%fe. 


He was educated in the Univerfity of Dublin, 
where he acquired a confiderable Reputation. 
He began very early to apply himfelf to the 
Stage as an Aétor, following the Examples of 
Lee and Otway with our great Shakefpear, and 
with like Succefs, who tho’ all excellent Dra- 
matic Poets, made but indifferent A€tors. 
However, Mr. Farquhar having the Advantage 
of a very good Perfon, tho’ with a weak Voice, 
was never repulfed by the Audience, but the 
following Accident made him determine to 
leave off the Occupation. Playingthe Part of 
Guyomar in the Indian Emperor, who is fup- 
pos’d’to kill Va/quez one of theSpani/b Generals. 
not remembering to change his Sword for a 
Foil (z), in the mock Engagement, he wounde 
ed the Perfon that reprefented Va/quez, tho’ 
(as it fell out) not dangeroufly, neverthelefs it 


(y) I took thefe Lines of Verfe from the Mouth of 
Mr. Wilks. 

(z) Foils are the Name of thofe Swords us’d in the 
Theatre, with the Edges ground off, and a blunted Point. 


put 
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put an End to his appearing on the Stage as an 
Actor. 

He was very young, when he wrote his firtt 
Comedy of Love and a Bottle, a&ted at the Lhea- 
tre-Royal in Drury-Lane 1698, He was pecu- 
liarly Happy in the Choice of his Subjects, 
which he took Care to adorn with Variety of 
Chara&ters and Incidents. He lafh'd the Vices 

Ethe Age, tho’ with a merciful Hand. His. 
Plays were wrote in Order, as follows. 


1. Love and a Bottle, 1698. 

2. Lhe Contant Couple, 1700. This Piece: 
was play’d 53 Nights.the Firit Seafon. 

3. Sic Harry Wildair, the Sequel to the for- 
mer, 1701, 9 Nights, 

4. Inconftant, or, the Way to Win Him, 
1703, 11 Nights. 

5. Twin Rivals, 1705, 13. Nights, 

6. Recruiting Officer, 1707, 15 Nights. 

q. The Beaux Stratagem, 1710, 10 Nights. 


(All acted at the Theatre- Royal in. Drury-Lane.); 


His laft Comedy, he wrote in fix Weeks, with 
a fettled Ilnefs all the Time. He perceived 
the Approaches of Deaths before he had finifh= 
ed the laftA@,and (as he had often foretold, di- 
ed before the Run of the Play was over. It was 
affirm’d by {ome of his near Acquaintance, his 
unfortunate Marriage fhorten’d. his Days, for 
his Wife (by whom he had two Daughters) 
through the Reputation of a great Fortune, 
erick’d him into Matrimony. ‘Lhis was chieily 
the: 


would have prov’d mere Husbands : 
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the Fault of her Love, which was fo violent, 
that fhe was refolv'd to ufe all Arts to gain 
him. Tho’ fome Husbands in fuch a Cafe, 
But he 
was fo much charm’d with her Love and Un- 


_ derftanding, that he liv’d very happy with her. 


Therefore when I fay an unfortunate Marriage 
y 


with other Circumftances conduced to the 


fhortning of his Days, I only mean, that his 
Fortune being too flender to fupport a Family, 


led him into a great many Cares. and Incon- 


veniences, for I have often heard him fay (a), 
«© ‘That it was more Pain to him in in nagining 
* that his Family might want a needful Sup- 
port, than the moft violent Death that could 
*< be inflicted on him (b), 


The Mind difeas’d (trikes Poifon to the Heart, 
And baffles all the beft Phyficians Art. . 
2 


(a) Mr. Wilks’s own Words, 

(b) Mr. Farquhar was a Perfon of infinite Humour, 
as I have been inform’d, even in his laft Indifpofition, 
He died in the Runof the Stratagem. Mr. Wi/ks often 
vifited him in his Illnefs. In one of thefe Vifits, Mr. 
Wilks told Mr. Fargubar, that Mrs. Oldfeld thought he 
had dealt too freely with the CharaGter of Mrs. Su//en, 
in giving her to 4rcher without a proper Divorce, which 
Was not a Security forher Honour Yo /alve that, re- 
ply’d the Author, I'll get a real Divorce--- Marry her 
myfelf, and give her my Bond fhe foall be areal Widow in 
befs than a Fortnight. While Mr. Fargubar was in Trini- 
ty College, Dublin, he fent to a Gentleman to borrow 
Burnet’s Hiltory of the Reformation, but the seh ae 
lent 


tree be | 
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-\ Mr. FooTve. 


S I never had the Fortune, to be prefent 
at this Gentleman’s public Peformance, 
I cannot pretend to be acompetentJudge of his 


fent him Word he never lent any Book out of his Cham- 
ber, but if he would come there, he fhould make ufe of 
it as long as he pleas’d. A little while after, the Owner 
of the Book fent to borrow Mr. Fargubar’s Bellows, he 
retarn’d him the Compliment---Z sever lend my Bellows 
eut of my awn Chamber, but if be pleas’'d to come there, he 
foould make ufe of them as long as he would, When he 
expir’d, Mr. Wilks took Care to bury him decently in 
St. Martins in the Fields. Among his Papers he found 
this fhort Note. 
Dear Bob, 
«« T have not any thing to leave thee to perpetuate 
‘© my Memory, but two helplefs Girls ; look upon them 
‘¢ {ometimes, and think of him that was to the laft Mo- 
«* ments of his Life, ‘Thine G. FARQUHAR. 
Even the two laft Lines he ever wrete, feem’d to be 
playing with Words, 


Death now appears to feize my late? Breath, 
But all my Miferies will end in Death, 


Mr. Fargubar attempted to play the Part of Sir Harry 
Wildair for his own Benefit, as I am inform’d from a 
Gentleman that faw him in this Kingdom, which an- 
{wer’d his Defign, in gaining a crowded Audience, but 
he executed the Part fo lamely, as an Aétor, that his 
Friends were afham’d for him. Thus we fee a good Poet 
may make but an éndifferent Actor. 
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Merit, tho? I muft own I have heard him 
’ launch out into Mimicry, which might perhaps 
give Pleafure to others, but I muft own very 
little to me. 

I remember an Inftance of this Kind of Sa- 
tire in my Youth, that gave Satisfaction to 
fome light Hearts, but greater Difguft to the 
more judicious Sort of the Audience, 

Mr. George Powel, a reputable Actor, with 
many Excellencies, gave out, that he would 
perform the Part ot Sir ‘fobs Falfaff in the 
Manner of that very excellent Englifb Rofcius, 
Mr. Betterton. He certainly hit his Manner, 
and. Tone of Voice, yet to make the Picture 
more like, he mimic’d the Infirmities of Di- 
ftemper, old Age, and the afflicting Pains 
of the Gout, which that great Man was often 
feiz’d with. Certainly, Mémicry is a Gift from 
Nature, and laudable, if made ufe of like the 
antient Mines, who could dumbly defcribe e- 
very Paffion of the Mind, and tell a Tale with- 
out a Zongue. But to mimic the Infirmities of 
Nature, may well be term’d Incivility, Barba- 
rity, and inhumanity. 

I remember D’Urfey, the late Lyric Poet, 
ftuttered extreamly when in a Paffion, tho’ he 
could fpeaft an Oration, read a Scene in a Play, 
or fing any of his own Songs or Dialogues with= 
out the leaft Hefitation. He came one Morn- 
ing to the Rehearfal a little difturbed about a 
depending Benefit Play, and ask’din a Paffion, 
Vb, wh, where wa, wa, was M, M, Mr. 
Wi, Wilks? The Drole Pesketbman an- 
{wered, 
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fwered, H, hb, he d, d, did n, n, not kn, ka, 
know. But the Cholerick Poet broke his 
Head for his Joke, and it was with great Dif- 
ficulty the Bard was appeafed. | 
Mimicry, as it now ftands with us, is like a 
Statue larger than the Life, made for a certain 
Heigth and Diftance, while upon the Level 
with you, its coarfe Proportion, feems mon- 
ftrous and over done. Many excellent Come- 
dians have had this natural Talent. Mr. Rfmer 
that great Critic tells us, that Mr. Mountford 
was fo excellently gifted that Way (if we may 
call it Excellence) that when he was Train- 
bearer to the late Chancellor Fefferies in the 
Reign of King ames the Second, at an En- 
tertainment for the moft eminent Lawyers, his 
Matter ordered him to come before him and 
plead a feign’d Caufe, which he perform’d with 
great Eloquence, and in his Pleadings, to the 
Admiration of all prefent, aflum’d the Manner 
and Voice, of feveral of the beft Pleaders then 
at the Bar, even fome of thofe that were prefent 
at the Entertainment. As I faid before, every 
thing of this kind muft be over-done-to make 
ic the more Ridiculous, and Actors of great Me- 
rit thus mimic’d, are liable to fome little Dif- 
grace,which is neither Juftice nor good Nature. 
I have feen Faces painted in a Scene of a Mul- 
titude, which is generally us’d in Drury-Lane, 
Theatre at the Coronation of Asuna Bullen, 
that make moft ridiculous Figures, fo like, to 
be known, and yet the Perfons they reprefent, 
have nothing particularly Faulty in their Coun- 
tenance, 
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tenance, or Perfons. But the Painter was a 
metry Italian Wag, and did it to fhow his exu- 
berant Fancy. 

But to returu to Mr. Foote. He is a Gen- 
tleman of a good Family, and feems to have 
fome Claim tothe Eftate of the Goodiers, One 
of that Family, was not many Years paft, murs 
der’d by his own Brother at Briffo/, 1 believe 
he has Merit, or a Wow d-be-Wit would not 
have publifh’d the following Lines in the Newss 
Papers; for I have obferv’d, thofe that. have 
Merit, are generally liable to befpattering De- 
famation. Hiowever, here are the Lines, 


On a Pfeudo Player. 


T# OU Mimic of Cibber—of Garrick, thou 
Ape! 
Thou Fop in Othello! thou Cypher in Shape! 
Thou Trifle in Perfon! thou Puppet in Voice! 
Thou Farce of a Player! thou Rattle for Boys ! 
Thou Mongrel! thou dirty face Harlequin Thing ! 
Thou Puff of bad Pafte! thou Ginger-bread King ! 
Was aQuin, or Delane, the Boaft of our Stage, 
Set up as fit Marks, for thy Envy, or Rage ? 
Was a Quin or Delane, who Excel in their Art, 
Zo be apd by a Cobler, who bungles bis Part? 
Thou Mummer in Aétion ! thou Coffee-boufe Fefter! 
Thou Mimic fans Senfe! mock Hero in Geflure ! 
Can the Squeak of a Puppet prefent us a Quin? 
Or a Pigmy, or Dwarf, fhew a Giant's Defign? 
Shall Deficiance ist at Excellence vail? 
Or 
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Or a Sprat without Ridicule, mimic a Whale? 
Can a Foot reprefent us the Length of a Yard 2 
Where then fhall fuch Infolence meet its Reward? 
Contempt ! were the beft, like the Maftiff that feels 
With fuverior Derifion the Cur at his Heels— 

O Ireland ! too prone to encourage new Toys 3 
In Trinkets, and Novelty, Fickle as Boys ! 
O Dublin! alas! to a Proverb well known, 
To veceive what is Foreign, yet feof at thy own. 
Learn truly to judge ’twixt a F—t and a Tune, 
Applaud the good Player—but damn the Buffoon ! 


This Poet is too paffionate to be in the Right, 
neither would I have inferred ir, if I had not 
receiv’d it inclos'd with the following Laconic 
Epiittle. 


SIR, 

| Know what you are about ; infert the in- 
clos’d in its proper Place, or you will nei- 

ther do yourfelf, or your Readers Juftice. If 

you fail, you fhall hear of it---Bob! 


€ 
¢ 
¢ 
3 


Notwithftanding this angry Author, I dare 
fwear it will not do the Gentleman any Preju- 
dice, for Paffion is the worft Perfuader in the 
World. For as the Poet fays, 


Truth is t00 naked, of all Art bereav'd: 
Since the World will~-why—let them be deceiv’d. 


Mrs. 


of the STAGE, 
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Mrs. FURNIVAL. 


Can not tell when Mrs. Furnival firft com- 

menced A@refs. But I know her Reputa- 
tion for a Stage Performer was fo great, that a 
Perfon of high Birth and Station, who had {een 
her a& feveral capital Parts at the Theatre in 
York, prevail’d on the Manager of Drury-Lane 
to fend for her in the Year 1737. According- 
ly I received a Commiffion for that Purpole, 
which fhe approv’d of. The firft Part fhe 
a@ed at her arrival in Loudon, was that of the 
Scornful Lady ina Comedy of Beaumont and 
Fletcher's that bears the Title. Town it was a 
Charaéter of my own chufing, and for no other 
Reafon, but that the Play had flept fince the 
Death of the inimitable Mrs. O/dfeld. ‘The 
Succefs did not intirely anfwer the Meaning of 
my Intention, tlio’ fhe acquitted herfelf fo well, 
that there was a very good Adtrefs in Profpect. 
But the Parts in Tragedy were fo taken up, 
that her Talent that Way was never once try’d 
in the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, ‘There- 
fore by the Advice of the fame worthy Gentle- 
man that was the Caufe of her leaving York for 
London, fhe left London for Dublin, where her 
Merit was fo confpicuous, that her Lofs is 
much regretted. She is once move returned 


to England, 1 believe, without any other Ad- 
2 vice 
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vice but her own, yet I fear fhe will be remem- 
ber’d here till a better Alicia in Sane Shore, 
Lady Macbeth, Hermione in the Diftreft Mother, 
or Zara in the Mourning Bridewith many other 
Parts, rifes up to out-do her. 


Lut what at firft gives sufinite Delight, 
When often feen, hangs heavy on the Sight. 


DaviDGARRICkK, Ef; 


de “B HIS compleat Actor was born in Staf- 

A fordfhire, of an antient Family in that 
County, had a genteel Education, and by his 
Father defign’d for the Law. I doubt not, 
from his good Senfe and Affability, if he had 
continued in that Honourable Society in Lin- 
col’s= Inv, but he might have made a confider- 
able Figure at the Bar, and by his Elocution, 
walk’d in the foremoft Rank of eminent Ora- 
tors. 

His Genius led him early to ftudy Nature, 
and leave the crabbed Traéts of the Law. His 
facetious good Humour gain’d him Entrance 
behind the Scenes two or three Years in Drury- 
Lane before he commenced Aor, where his 
excellent Underftanding could profit by the 
Faults of others, mend them, and improve the 
Beauties. 


In the Year 1740, he fet out in 
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atthe Theatre in Goodman’s-Fields, with the 
Part of Richard the Third, and by the Force 
of AttraGtion, drew even the Court, to the far- 
theft Suburbs of Lowdon. After making that 
remote Part of the Town as familiar to Cour- 
tiers and Quality as Wapping to Sailors, he 
came with a Blaze of Light to Drury-Lane. 
Where he began with an A& of Charity wor- 
thy of his Humanity and Goodnefs by affifting 
the Widow of Mr. Harper with a Sum, that by 
good Management, will make her Circum- 
{tances eafy the reft of her Life. She was at 
Kilkenny, the Place of her Birth, two Summers 
ago, where I received this Account from her 
own Mouth. The Part he perform’d was Cha-. 
mont in the Orphan. 

When this Gentleman was in this Kingdom. 
laft, 1 was unfortunately feiz’d by aftubborn In- 
difpofition, and his good Nature prevail’d ups 
on the eminent Dr. Barry to give me his: 
Affiftance; but what need I repeat to thofe. 
that are not blind that the Sun fhines in 
Summer: 1 fhall end with two Copies of. 
Verfes that were printed’ at his firft arrival in: 
the News-Papers at that Time. 


VERSES on MrGARRICK, June: 
19, 1742. | 


ATURE, for Ages made her dark Abode: 
Obfcure, nor one could find the lucky Road. 

Till Garrick, frri@ly fearch’d the. thorny Way. 
And found the immortal Goddefs where fhe lay. 
Q 3, Arife: 
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Arife fair Dame, the Britith Rofcius /aid, 

And fhow thy young Admirer where to tread--- 

The Godde/s view'd him with a pleafing Eye, 

And fimiling gracious, made him this Reply-~- 

“ Thou art my only, and furviving Son, 

“ Go ou, ana tread the Path thou haf begun, 

“< Go on! my Child! affert thy noble Race, 

“© And let the World view Nature in thy Face : 

“< Nature, will fiill be Nature to the Wife, 

Tho’ oft miftaken in a falle Difguife : 

<< Immortal Shakef{pear, wrote for thee alone, 

<< Proceed, and fix thee in the vacant Throne: 

“© The Sock and Buskin were defign’d for thee, 

“« The Stage is fetter’d, thou foalt fet her free. 
So, when in Days of Yore, the adventrous 

Knights 
That follow’d Arms, and prov’a themfelves in 
fights, 

Each aim’d, alone at univerfal Sway, 

To make unwilling Tyranny obey, 

Till wife Urganda (c) fxd a magic Sword, 

Fit only for the Hand of Britain’s Lord ; 

Many effayd to force the Weapon forth, 

Yet fail’d, altho’ accounted Knights of Worth, 

Till he appear’d that knew the Sword to weild, 

With Eafe drew forth, and conquer’d all the 

Field, 


(c) Urganda an Enchantrefs, that favour’d the Juft 
and Generous, 


of the STAGE. 


On Mr.GARRICK. 


Cur in Theatrum Cato [evere venifti 
An Ideo tantam veneras ut exires. Hor. 


[“ Roman Days, once, Cato the fevere, 

With awful Brow, went to the Theatre: 
But O! inftead of manly Fire, and Rage, 
And all the true Pathetick of the Stage : 
He faw, he heard the Rant, the Droll\ the Stave, 
Saw Nature, and the Paffions murder’d there— 
Saw, and retird—But fhould he now revive, 
And fee glad Nature in her Garrick live, 
He'd laugh at Bayes, and weep with injur’d Lear, 
Curfe Tyrant Richard, but applaud the Player ! 
By oy, Rage, Pity, allthe Paffious mov’ d, 
Garrick would well by Cato be approv’d ; 
The Wife, the Virtuous Cato would forbear 
His rigid Cenfures, and in Raptures fwear 
That by fome Power Divine the Stage was trod, 
And in the matchlefs Aétor own the God. 


This gteat A€tor, is Author of two Drama-. 
tic Pieces, the Lying Valet and Mis in her 
Teens, as alfo feveral well writ Prologues, Epi- 
logues, Songs, and Poems of a peculiar Turn 
of Wit. I fhall take Leave to infert one Song, 
as a Specimen. | 


Peres 
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[* Truth can fix thy wav'ving Heart, 
Let Damon urge his Claim ; 

He feels the Paffion void of Art, 

The pure, and conftaut Flame, 


Tho’ fighing Swains their Torments tell, 
Their fenfual Love contemn, 

They only prize the beauteous Shell, 

But flight the inward Gem, : 


Poffeffion cures the wounded Heart, : 
Deftroys the tranfient Fire ; 

But when the Mind receives the Dart; 
Enjoyment whets Defrre. : 


Your Charms each flavifb Senfe controul, 
A Tyrant’s fhort-liv’d Reign; 

But milder Reafon rules the Soul, 
Nor Time can break the Chain. 


By Age, your Beauties will decay, 
Your Mind improves with Years ; 

And when the Bloffoms fade away, 
The vip’ning Fruit appears. — 


May Heav'n and Sylvia grant my Suit, 
And blefs each future Hour, 

That Damon, who can tafte the Fruit, 

May gather ev'ry Flow’r. 


of the STAGE. 


THOMASGRiFFITH, Efq; 


‘HS defcended from an antient Family in 

Wales. Wis Parents came to fettle in 
Dublin, where this Son was born in the Year 
1680. He was put’Prentice to a Mathemati- 
cal Inftrament-Maker, but a lively {pirited 
Genius, made him caft his Thoughts towards 
the Theatre, when he faw a young A@trefs 
that had fufficient Charms to engage his Heart. 
She Paffion of Love is not to be controlled in 
Youth, He marry’d her before he had ferv’d 
a third Partof his Time, quitting his Mas 
thematical Mafter, and bent his Thoughts 
entirely to the Drama. His Talent, led him 
to Comedy, of the merry Caft, in which he 
gave great Pleafure to the Audience. 

His Wit and facetious Humour, gained him 
many Friends, of the beft Sort, and fuperior 
Rank. In the Year 1710, the late Lord South- 
well gave him a Poft in the Revenue, which he 
enjoyed till Death, which fell out in fanuary 
24, 1743-4, in his grand ClimaGterick, two 
Days before the Night of his Benefit, which 
was performed for the Widow his fecond Wite, 
who was Daughter to the Reverend Mr. Fox- 
croft of ‘Portarlington in the Queen’s County, a 
Gentlewoman of Merit and Virtue. — 

Mr. Grigith was not only a good Aétor, but 
a 
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a pleafing Poet, in what he attempted; his 
Perfon was well made, tho’ Jow in Stature. I 
have feen a Bill of mock Alexander run thus : 


The Part of Alexander the Great to be per- 
form’d by little Griffith. 


He was an excellent Companion, and told a 
Story with a peculiar Grace, and would often 
tell little Hiftories of bimfe/f, even in Ridicule 
of bimfe/f. 1 fhall mention one I had from his 
own Mouth. 
After his commencing Aétor, he contracted 
a Friendfhip with Mr. Wilks, which Chain ree 
mained unbroke till the Death of that excel- 
Jent Comedian. Tho’ Mr. Grifith was very 
young, Mr. W/ks took him with him to Lov- 
don, and had him enter’d for that Seafon at a 
fmall Sallary. The Jadian Emperor being or- 
dered on a fudden to be play’d, the Part of 
Pizarro a Spaniard was wavting, which Mr. 
Grifith procur’d with fome Difficulty. Mr. 
Betterton being a little indifpofed, would not 
venture out to Rehearfal for fear of increafing 
his Indifpofition to the Difappointment of the 
Audience, had not feen our young Srripling 
rehearfe. But when he came ready at the En- 
trance, his Ears were pierced with a Voice not 
familiar to him, he caft his Eyes upon the Stage, 
where he beheld the diminitive Pizarro witha 
Truncheon as long as himfelf (his own Words). 
He fteps up to Downs the Prompter, and 
cry’d, Zounds, Downs! what fucking Scara- 
mouch 
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—mouch have you fent on there? Sir, reply’d 
| Downs, he’s good enough for a Spaniard , the 


| Part is fmall. Betterton return’d, If be had 


made bis Eye-brows bis Whiskers, and each 
Whisker a Line, the Part would have been two 


| Lines too much, for fuch a Monkey in Buskins, 


Poor Griffith ftood on the Stage, near the Door, 
and heard every Syllable of the fhort Dialogue, 
and by his Fears knew who was meant by it; 


but happy for him, he had no more to fpeak, 


that Scene. When the firft A& was over (by 


_ the Advice of Downs) he went to make his 
 Excufe with---Jvdeed Sir, I had not taken the 


Part, but there was only I alone out of the Play. 
I! I! (veply’d Betterton with a Smile) Thou 
art but the Tittle of an J. Griffith {eeing him 
in no ill Humour, told'‘him, Indians ought to 
be the beft Figures, on the Stage, as Nature 
had made them. Very like, reply’d Betterton, 
but it would be a double Death to an Indian 
Cobler to be conquer’a by fuch a Weexle of a'Spa-~ 
niard as thou art! And after this Night, let 
me never feea Truncheon in thy Hand again, une 
le[s to fir the Fire. This Stery, as I {aid be= 
fore, was of his own telling. However he took 
his Advice, laid afide the Buskin, and ftuck to 
the Sock, in which he made a Figure equal to 
moft of his Cotemporaries, 


Our Genius flutters with the Plumes of Youth, 
But Obfervation wings to fieddy Truth. 
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Mr. HENRYGIFFARD. 


HIS Gentleman is defcended from an 

antient Family, originally in Bucking- 
hamfbire. His Father had a numerous Iflue, 
he being the laft of eight Sons. He was born 
in London in 1699. In the Year 1716, he was 
made a Clerk to the South-Sea Company, in 
which Poft he remained three Years, But ha- 
ving a ftrong Propenfity to the Stage, he firft 
appear’d in Public on the Theatre in Bath in 
1719, and in two Years Probation, he made 
fuch a Progrefs, that the Manager of Lzncoln’s- 
Inn-Fields Theatre invited him to join his, 
Company, where he continued two Years more: 
From thence, he went to try. his Fortune in 
Ireland, where his Merit foon brought him in- 
to the Management. 

During his Stay there, he marry’d the 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lyda/, Perfons that 
made very good Figures in the Theatre. This 
Gentlewoman died in Child-bed very young, 
leaving behind her, one Son, born in his Fa- 
ther’s Houfe on the North-Strand, who is 
now an Ator in this Kingdom. Some Years 
after, Mr.. Giffard marry’d a fecend Wite, 
who is now alive. She has an amiable Per- 
fon, and is a well-elteemed ACtrefs both in 
Tragedy and Comedy, born, if 1am not mif- 
informed 
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| informed by her Mother, the Widow Lyddal, 
- in the Year 1711 

Mr. Giffard and Spoufe, if I miftake not, 
came over to Eugland 1730, where they fup- 
ported a Company of Comedians then under 
the Management of Mr. Ode//, now Deputy- 
Licencer of Plays under the Lord-Chamberlain 
his Grace the Duke of Grafton. Mr. Odell, 
- from not underftanding the Management of a 
Company (as indeed, how fhould any one, that 
is not in fome Sort, brought up to that Know- 
ledge) foon left it to Mr. Giffard that did; who 
in the Year 1733, caufed to be built an intire, 
new, beautiful convenient Theatre, by the 
fameArchite&t with that ofCovent-Garden,where 
Dramatic Pieces were performed with the ut- 
moft Elegance, and Propriety. Some Years 
after, he was obliged to quit that Theatre (I 
may fay by Oppreffion) and occupy’d the 
vacant Theatre in Lincoln’s-Inun- Fields, but his 
Succefs did not Anfwer his Merit. From 
thence he tran{planted himfelf in the Theatre- 
Royal in Drury-Lane, where he and his Spoufe 
continue ever fince. 


Merit, will fometimes fail of due Regard, 
And Virtue’s feif muft be its own Reward. 
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Mr. BEnNJAMINHUSBAND, 


\ AS born in Pembrokefbire, Fanuary 
1672. His Anceftors were an ane 
tient and reputable Family long feated in that 
County. He fell in Love with the Tragic 
Mule very young, but dangled after the Diama 
full two Years fighing, at great Expence, be- 
fore he was fuffered to declare his Paffion pub- 
lickly. Yet certainly he pofled moft of the Requis 
fites that compound agood Actor, to aflure Suc- 
cefs) But the Managers of thofe Theatrical 
Days were very cautious in their Proceedings ; 
no Perfons were fit for their Stages, without a 
vifible Appearance, at leait, of not dxpleafing. 
And yet ic was with fome difficulty, he gain- 
ed Permiffion to perfonate Sir Walter Raleigh, 
inthe Ear/ of Effex, but he came off fo well, 
that the following Pay-Day, he received a 
Week’s Sallary, the ufual Stipend of young 
Actors (ten Shillings a Week) but unluckily 
the Death of rhe good Queen Mary put a Stop 
to their Acting for near fix Months. However 
when Permiffion was given to open the Thea- 
tres again, Mr, Husband foon gained better 
Parts, and a larger Sallary. 
In the Year 1696, Mr. Dogget (d) being 


then 


(d) This truly great Comedian, was born in Caftle- 
: frreet, 
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then in Ireland, recommended Mr. Husband to 


Mr. Abbury, as a very promifing young ACtor, 
and fit for his Purpofe. He fet out from Low- 


don with Mr. Trefufis (e), and embark'd for 
Ireland, 


freet, Dublin (a Circumftance overlook’d by the Laz- 
reat.) He lefc his Occupation, as an Actor, feveral 
Years before his Death, and in his Will bequeathed to 
Waterman’ s-Hall a Sum for ever, fufficient to buy a Coat 
and Silver Badge to be row’d for on the Thames by 
’Prentices every Year that have fulfilled their Inden- 
tures, A humorous Poet wrote the following Lines up- 
on the Occafion on a Glafs Window at Lambeth the Firtt 


of Auguft 1736: 


Tom Dogget, the greateft /ly Drole in his Parts 
In A&ing, was certain a Mafter of Arts, 

A Monument lefts--no Herald is fuller, 

His Praife is fung Yearly, by many a Sculler : 

Ten Thoufand Years hence, if the World lafts fo long, 
Tom Dogget will fiill be the Theme of their Song. 
Old Nol, with great Lewis and Bourbon /forgor, 
And numberle[s Kings in Oblivion foall rot. 


(e) I have mentioned Fo Trefufis before, but fhall add 
fomething here which I have learn’d from Mr, Husband. 
Fo was reputed the natural Son of O/iver Cromwe/l, but 
I muft own he did not feem to have any Refemblance of 
Features with his Father, if we may judge by the Pic- 
tures and Gravings of the Protector; fo had a long 
Chin, and naturally a moft confummate foolifh Face by 
Nature formed for fuitable Characters, yet a Perfon of 
infinite Humour, and fhrewd Conceits, with a particular 
Tone of Voice and Manner, that gave a double Satif- 
faétion to what he faid. Adhering ftriétly to Honefty 
without Guile, or Falfhood, which I fuppofe he inhe- 
rited from his Mother, he acquired the Appellative 

P 2 ; from 
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ireland, and was at Sea in that violent Storm, 
when Brigadier Fitzgerald was caft away in the 
Packet-Boat, near Hoath, where every Soul 
perifhed but the Mafter of the Veflel. How- 
ever, after much Difficulty, and great Danger 
the landed fafe in Dudlin. Mr. Husband con- 


from all that knew him of Honeft Fo! a Charaéter he 
bore with Juftice. %o, by the following Account of 
himfelf muft have been very young on the Stage He 
enter’d a Volunteer on Board the Ship where the Duke 
of York commanded in the Channel in that memorable 
Sea Engagement with the Durch Fleet commanded (I 
think) by Van Trump in the Year 1673. When the 
Preparations were making for the Battle, ‘fo, tho’ a 
Volunteer, confefs’d, Fear began to invade him; but 
when the Man at the Topmaft Head, cry’d a Sai// then 
twoSail! and after, Zounds, a whole Wood! Fo's'T errors 
augmented ; but his Fears came to the full Heighth, 
when a Sailor ask’d him if he had not perform’d on the 
Stage? Yo reply’d in the Athrmative. Why then (re- 
plied the blunt Tarr) To-morrow, if you are not kill’d the 
firft Broadfide, by G--d you will fee the deepeft and bloodie/t 
Tragedy, you ever faw in your Life. 

jo was {fo inimitable in dancing the Clown, that Ge- 
neral Ingo/dsby was fo well pleafed that he fent him five 
Guineas from the Box where he fat. %o dreffed himfelf 
next Day and went to the Caftle to return Thanks. ‘The 
General was hard to be perfuaded it was the fame Per- 
fon ; but Fo foon convinced him, by faying, L/e the very 
Mon, ant pleafe your Ex-cell-en-cey, and at the fame time 
twirling his Hat, as he did in the Dance with his con- 
{ummate foolifh Face and Scrape. Nay, now I am con- 
winced, replied the General (Laughing) and thou fealt 
not foow fuch a Face for nothing bere---So gave Jo five 
Guineas more, which fo well pleafed him, that he paid 
his Compliments in his aukward Clownifh Manner, and 
as St ake/pear fays, Set the Table on a Rear. So Exit fo. 


tinued 
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tinued on the Stage with great Reputation aS 
an Aétor, anda Gentleman of exact Conduct, 
an Example truly worthy of imitating. 

He afterwards pafled and repafied from Eng- 
land to Ireland {everal ‘Times, till in the Year 
1713, he was fettled in this Kingdom, for (1 
believe) the remaining Part of his Days, fix'd 
in the Efteem of all that know him. 


The Lees of Life with Chearfulne/s he wears, 
And from an upright Mind no Death he fears. 


Mr. CHARLESHULET. 


HIS Perfon performed one Seafon on 

the Dublin Stage. He was born in the 

Year 1701, and was by his Father put ‘Pren- 
tice to a Bookfeller. By reading of Plays in 
his Miafter’s Shop, he us’d to repeat Speeches 
in the Kitchen in the Evening, to the De- 
{tru&tion of many a Chair, which he (fubftitu- 
ted in the Room of real Perfons in his Drama. 
One Night, he was repeating the Part of 4- 
lexander, with his wooden Reprefentative of 
Clytus, (an old Elbow-Chair) and coming to. 
the Speech where the old General is to be 
kill’d, this young mock Alexander {natch’d a 
Poker inftead of a Favelin, and threw it with 
fuch Strength againft poor Clytus, that the 
Chair was kill’d upon the Spot, and lay mang- 
3 led: 
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led on the Floor. The Death of Clytus made. 
a monftrous Noife, which difturb’d the Ma= 
{ter in the Parlour, who call’d out to know the 
Reafon. And was anfwer’d by the Cook be- 
low, Nothing, Sir, but that Alexander bas 
kill’d Clytus. 

His Matter Mr. Edmund Curll (£), (a Per- 
fon well noted in Lowdon from Mr. Pope’s com- 
mencing Phyfician) finding his Inclination {o 
{trong for the Stage, agreed to let him try his 
Fortune there. He had a moft extraordinary 


(f) Mr. Curl] was a Perfon of extraordinary Talents, 
very pleafing in Converfation, and could extraé&t Gold 
from Dirt. He had the Art of forming a Title toa 
Book, beyong the reft of the Craft, or even the Authors 
themfelves. I have forgot how he came to ftumble o- 
ver Mr. Pope, for Mr. Curl] was a little purblind and loft 
his Sight fome Years before his Death. But Mr. Pope in 
Revenge, invited him to a Tavern under the Colour of 
Priendfhip: Sack being a favourite Liquor with Mr, 
Curll, this great Poet had a Draught prepared in an an- 
timonial Cup, which the unfufpeéting Bookfeller chear- 
fully drank off to the Health of his good Friend Mr. Pope, 
But the Operation began to work before he could reach 
his own Houfe, with fuch violent Motions, that the in- 
tended Farce, was near ending in the Tragedy of Mr. Ea- 
mund Curll. The next Day, to compleat his Revenge, 
Mr. Pope publifhed a humorous Account of the Murder 
of Mr. Cur// by Poifon. But this Poet, and Boofeiller 
to their Deaths, declared fell War againft each other ; 
and tho” the latter might be put to his Shifts fometimes, 
yet he often found Means to gall his Kibe. Pope in his 
Dunciad has made Curl] a Demi-Hero, and has filthily 
bedaubed him with Honours ; but enrag’d Wit like a 
Waip difturb’d will fly at harmlefs Pailengers, and leave 
their poifoned Sting behind. : 


melodious 
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melodious Votce, ftrong, and clear, and in the 
Part of Macheath in the Beggar’s Opera, he was 
allow’d to excel the Original ; then he was an 
excellent Mimic, if Excellency may be join’d 
to Mimicry. He took a little too much Pride 
in the Firmnefs of his Voice; for he had an 
odd Cuftom of ftealing unperceiv’d upon a Per- 
fon and with a Hem! in his Ear deafen him 
for fome time, with the Strength and Loud- 
nefs of his Voice. Yet this cuftomary Folly, 
(for Folly it may be juftly call’d) prov’d his 
Fate; for the laft Hem! he gave, broke a 
Blood-Veflel, which was the Caufe of his 
Death in twenty-four Hours after. He was a 
great Benefactor to the Malt-Tax, which in 
my Opinion was the Caufe of that Mountain 
of Flefh he was loaded with. 

At the Time of his Death, he was under 
Mr. Henry Giffard at theTheatre in Goodman’s- 
Fields. He was bury’d at the Charge of that 
Gentleman in St. Mary’s Church, White 
chapel, in the 35th Year of his Age. We fhall 
end with Mr. Awlet, in Mr. Giffara’s own 
Words. 

« Mr. Charles Hulet was endowed with 
“ great Abilities for a Player; but labour’d 
** under the Difadvantage of -a Perfon rather 
“© too Corpulent for the Hero, or the Lover, 
« but his Port well became Henry the Eighth, 
“ Falflaff, &c. many other Chara€ters, both 
© Tragedy and Comedy in which he would have 
* becn equally Excellent, had his Application 
“* and Figure, been proportionable to his Qua- 
‘© lifications, 


~ A 
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‘° lifications, which had he duly cultivated, he 
“© would have become a very confiderable Per- 
“ former. 

What Machines are we poor Mortals! that 
a Perfon fhould be kill’d with a Hem! 


As in a Watch, if the leaft Engine flies, 
Lhe Work is ftop’d, and the wholeMovement dies. 


Mr. BENJAMIN JOHNSON, 


Beceey called Ben Fobnfon, was bred 

a Painter, where his Employment led 
him to paint under his Matter, the Scenes for 
the Stage, but he took more Pleafure in hear- 
ing the A€tors Rehearfe, than in his Pencil or 
Colours, and as he ufed to fay in his merry 
Mood, /eft the Saint's (g) Occupation, to take 
that of a Sinner. 

He arrived to as great a Perfection in A&- 
ing, as his great Namefake did in Poetry. He 
feem’d to be proud to wear that eminent Poet’s 
double Name, being more particularly great 
in all that Authors Plays that were ufually per- 
formed, viz. #f7a/p in the Play of Bartholomew 
Fair, Corbaccio in the Fox, Morofe in the Silent 
Woman, and Ananias inthe Alchymift. 


(g) St. Lwke was a Painter, and thofe that follow that 
Art, have chofe him for their Patron, and make his 
Day a Time of Mirth and Jollity. 


He 


of the STAGE. 177 


He was but once in this Kingdom, about 
fifty Years ago, in the Summer Seafon. Ihave 
heard him often give moft extravagant Praifes 
to one Baker, a MafterePavior in Dublin, for 
excelling in Sir Yoon Fulftaff, the Spani/h Fryar, 
Sir Epicure Mammon in the Alchymift, and ma- 
ny other Parts. He would be ftudying in the 
Streets, while he would be overlooking his 
Menat their Work. Onue Day two of his Men 
that were newly come under their Mafter, and 
were Strangers to his Manner, obferving his 
Countenance, Motions, Getture, and. talking 
to himfelf, imagined their Mailer was mad. 
Baker feeing his Men neglect their Work to 
gaze at him, bid them ia a hatty Manner, wind 
their Bufines! The Country Fellows (tor they 
but lately came from Che/fer) went to work a- 
gain, but ftill with an Eye upon their Mafter. 
The Part was Sir Fobn Falfaff Baker was Re- 
hearfing, and when he came to the Fifth A&t 
where the humorous Knight is fuppos’d to fee 
Sir Walter Blunt lye dead upon the Stage--He 
gives a Look on one of his new Paviors, and 
muttered loud enough to be heard, with Eyes 
fixd upon him---Who have we here ?--. Sir 
Walter Blunt! there’s Honour for you. The 
Fellow that was ftooping, rofe on the Infant 
clapping hold of his Mafter--Wauns! Ife blunt 
enough to take care of you, fe warrant you! So 
with the Help of his Companion, they bound 
Mr. Baker Hands and Feet, affifted by other 
People no wifer than themfelves, notwirhftand- 
ing their Matter’s Noife and Struggle to no 
purpofe, 
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purpofe, they carried him home, with a Clu- 
{ter of Mob at their Heels. Mr. Fobnfon in- 
form’d me when he returned to Exgland, he 
gaveMr. Betterton the Manner of Baker’s play- 
ing Falftaff, which that great A@or not only | 
approv‘d of, but imitated, and allowed the | 
Manner was better than his own. Mr. Hue | 
band gave me much the fame Account of this 
Mr. Baker. 

Mtr. Fobnfon played to the laft Year of his 
Life, with the fame ftandard Reputation, and — 
died in Augufti742, in the 77thYear of hisAge. 


He fell like Autumn Fruit that mellowed long, 
Even wonder'd at, becaufe he dropt no fooner. 
OrpIPus. 


Mifs J. Jones. 


<2 HE Father of this young Gentlewoman, 
was born in Wales, a Branch of an an- 
fient and reputable Family in that. Country ; 
but an unforefeen Misfortune falling upon him, — 
he made the Stage his Refuge, and governed 
a Country Company many Years, with Judg- 
ment, Honefty, and Reputation Mifs foxes, 
more by the Will of her Father, than her own 
Inclinations, was thruft on the Stage a mere 
Infant, and now makes a very good Figure 
there, but her Virtue and fober difcreer Beha- 
viour, 
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| viour, may be a Pattern for Imitation : There- 
_ fore I fhall fay no more, but conclude that fhe 
 deferves a better Fate. 


Our Guardian Angel is fair Innocence, 
And virtuous Altions are our beft Defence. 


RE EES STS EN RED RE EE SS 


Mr. THEOPHILUSKEEN. 


Mention this Gentleman, as receiving In- 
ftru€tions from the late Fofeph Afbbury, 
Eig; Mr. Keen was an excellent Scholar, and 
a very good Actor; but having fome Share in 
the Government of the Theatre in Liacoln’s- 
_ Ina- Fields under Mr. Rich, either for the want 
of Performers, or perhaps overlooking his Ta- 
lents, (a Fault fometimes very good Actors of 
both Sexes are guilty of ) he ftood for Parts 
fomething out of his Road, as Oroonoko, Earl 
of Effex, Edgar in King Lear, when in the 
Part of G/ofer in the fame Play, and others of 
that Cait, no AGot of his Time could excel 
him. Altho’ a very good Figure, and Voice, 
his Perfon wanted Elegance for the foft Cha- 
racters. 
_ It was reported, the ill Succefs of the Thea- 
tre when he was. Sharer in Profit and Lofs 
broke his Heart. He died in the Year 1719, 
and was bury’d in the Body of the Church of 
St. Clements-Danes, by a voluntary Sub{crip- 
tion 
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tion from both Houfes. It was what we term 
in England, a Walking Funeral, and there 
were upwards of two hundred Perfons in deep 
Mourning. His Life was publifhed byMr. Sa- 
vage illegitimate Son to the Earl of Revers. Se- 
veral Wou'd-be-Wits wrote Copies of Verfes 
upon his Death: One I remember ending with 
this Line. 


And Death was found too Sharp for Keen. 


Mr. LAURENCEKENNEDY. 


: 


H IS Gentleman is a Native of Jreland, 
born in Dublin, His good Figure, agree- | 


able Voice, and genteel eafy Carriage, render 
him a pleafing AGor; and we may expect from 
fuch Qualifications, that Time may bring him 
to great Perfection. All Arts are learn’d by 
Time, Obfervation and Induftry, and when 
Choice guides Youth in any Occupation, Na- 
ture feems to.lead the Way. 


But many. blunder on in various Ways, 
Some ill fucceed, while others merit Praife. 


Jira Zhi Je. ht barre te 0-<2bhe 


ate fice eed Lope G cee 


i] 


Y 1. 
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Mr. Joun Leicu, 


Think was born in Ireland. He commen- 
ced Actor, however on the Iri/p Theatre. 
_ He was a Perfon of fome Education, with a 
particular amiable Form, and genteel Addrefs, 
in fo much that he gain’d the Appellative of 
| Handjome Leigh. A good Figure was the chief 
_ Advantage in the Parts he perform’d. He was 
call’d from this Kingdom, to fillup the Troop 
of Comedians, rais'd to garrifon the New 
Theatre in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, in the Year 
1714, at its firtt Opening, where he fet forth 
the Firft Night in Captain Plume, in the Re- 
éruiting Officer ; which occafion’d the following 
Lines wrote on the Back of one of their Bills. 


°Tis right to raife Recruits, for faith, they’re 
wanted : 
For not one a€ting Soldier's here, ’tis granted. 


Mr. Leigh, I believe, might have been in 
the good Graces of ‘the Fair-Sex, if his Ta/te 
had led him that Way. He was addi&ed ‘to 
Poetry, and produced a Comedy call’d Kenjing- 
ton-Gardens, acted at the Theatre in Lincoln’s- 
inn. Fields, in the Year 1720, which walk’d 
confumptively fix Nights, and then expir’d, 
He alfo trimm’d up a Farce call’d, Hob’s Wrd- 
| ding, 
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ding, taken from a Comedy call’d, The Country 

i Wake, written by that perfect Comedian Mr. 
Thomas Dogget. He has wrote feveral humo- 
rous Songs: » Here follows a Sample, which 
as it is a Theatrical Anecdote, will require a 
little luftration by. Way. of Notes. 


To the Tune of, Lhomas ] cannot. 


Dp iieandalous Neighbours of Portugal-ftreet *, 
Come lifen a while to my Ditty ; 

Pll fag you a Song, tho’ my Voice be not fweet, 
And that you will fay is a Pity: 

As merry a Sonnet as Times can afford, 

Of Egleton (i), Walker (k), Jack Hall (1) ana 


my Lord (m), 


* Portugal freet, where the Theatre in Lincoln's. 
Inn. Fields is built. 

(i) Mr, Eg/eton, commonly call’d Baron Eg/eton, for 
taking that Title upon him in France, where he {quan- 
der’d away afmall Patrimony. His Perfon was perfect- 
ly genteel, and a very pleafing Aor ; but through a 
wild Road of Life, he finifh’d his Journey in the zoth 
Year of his Age. 

(k) Mr. Walker (the original Macheath ) Vide the Ac- 
count of his Life. 

(i) Mr. Fohn Hall, a Sharer in old Smoack- Alley Thea- 
tre above thirty Years ago. He went from hence with 
Mr Leigh to the New Theatre in Lincoln’s-Inn- Fields. 
He was fomething too Corpulent, and a Thicknefs of 
Speech, that might be mimie’d with eafe, which adds 
fome Humour to this Ballad. Heunderftood Mufc, and 
was once a Dancing-Maffer, and the original Lockzt in 
the Beggar's Opera. 

(m) My Lord, a young Nobleman weak in Intelleéts, 
Title and Eftates do not always inherit Wildom ) 
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Tf you doubt of the Truth, to confirm everylord, 


LU call for a Witnefs---Will Thomas! Will 


Thomas! (n) 


| di call for a Witne(s---Will Thomas! 


II 


| Firft Egleton coax’d the Fool over thelVay (0) 


With Sentences fweeter than Honey : 


_ AToad ina Hole (p) was their Dinner that Day, 


And my Noodle he lent them his Money. 
What tho’ ] have got by him many a Crown, 
What [ne'er can forgive him is, that he came 

down 
Five Guineas the Night ere he went out of Towu. 
Is this true, or nof---O yes! fays Will Thomas} 
O yes, &c. 


ITI; 
Tom Walker, bis Creditors meaning to choufe, 
Like an hone(t good-natur'd young Feilow ; 
Refolv’d ali the Summer to flay in the Houjfe, 
And Rebearfe by himself Maffianello (q). 


5 


» (n) A Waiter at. a: Coffee-houfe in Portugal-/rreet, 
over-againft the Stage-Door, a Perfon in Underftanding 
pretty near upon a Par with my Lord. 
(o) The young Lord. 
; (p) A Cant Word for any bak’d Meat with a Pud- 
ing. 
ia) Maffianello 2 Play, or rather two Plays on the 
Rebellion of Naples, by Thomas Anello, a Fifherman. of 
that City, -who was near fubverting the Government, 
having the whole Power and Command in his Hands for 
feveral Days, but plunging himfeif into Wine inftead of 
Qz his 
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As foon as be heard of the Baron’s Succefs (t), 

He ftript of bis Night-gown, and put on bis 
Drefs, | 

And cry D--ma my Ba--d! 1 will firike for 
40 lefs ; 

So ke cal?d o'er the Hatch (f) for Will Tho- 
mas! Will Thomas! 

So he call’d, &c. 


IV. 
Go tell my young Lord, fays this mode young 
Man, 
I beg he'd invite me to Dinner ; 
Pil be as diverting as ever I cai, 
I will by the Faith of a Sinner ! 
I mimic all AGors the wort, and the -beft, 
Til fing him a Song, Pll crack him a Feft, 
Lil make him AG better than Henley the 
Prieff (t). 


his Element of Water, he at laft ended his Life and 
Mock Reign ina Ditch. Mr. Walker took fome Pains 
that Summer to contra&t the two Plays into one, 
which was perform’d the following Winter, with fome 
Succefs. The two Plays were originally written by Mr. 
Thomas Durfey. 

(r) Mr. Egleton veceived the five Guineas from the 
Lord. f 

({f) The’ Harch of the Stage Door. ‘The Bounds of 
thofe Theatrical Princes, that might receive Four Pounds 
a Week, and by their Induftry make fhift to fpend Six, 
A great Virtue in fome Theatrical Gentry. 

(t) Orator Henley, who was taught to Speak by Mr, 
Walker. 


Pi 
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‘Til tell him fo, Sir, fays Will Thotnas, Will 
Thomas, 
Lll tell him fo, &c. 


V. 
Jack Hall, who was then jujt awaken’d from 
Sleep, 
Said (turning about to Grace Moffet) (a) 
’"Twou'd vex any Dog to fee Pudding thus creep, 
Aud not have a Share of the Profit. 
If you-have not fays Grace, yowre not. Mr. Hall! 
And if 1 have not, it foall coft me a Fall, 
For half a Loaf?s better than no Bread at all, 
And fo Pil call out for Will Thomas, Will 
‘Jhomas, 
Aud fo, 8c. 


: Vi. 
Go tell my young Lord, 1 can teach him toDance, 
. Altho? ['m no very great Talker ; 
Pll fhow him good Manners jujt landed from 
France, ®, 

That's more than he'll learn fromTomWalker ! 
I Sing, and 1 Att, [ Dance, and] Fence ! 
Lam-vare Fudge of---go0d Eating--- and Senfe-- 
And then--as for Englith-- J anderftand French, 
LM tel him Jo,. Sir, fays. Will Thomas, Will 

~ Thomas, | v 

Pil tell:bim fo, &e. 


(u) Grace Moffet, Daughter to Mr. Hall’s Second 
Wife, that kept the Re// and Dragon in Portugal frrcet. 


3 Vil. 
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Vil. 
The ae was juft going his Purfe-ftrings to 
raw 
In order to lend them his Money--» 
As foon as his forward good Nature I faw (w), 
Lcry'd out, my Lord, fre upon you ! 
To us, yow’re as hard asa Turk, or a Jew, 
if Jot part with your Money, Pay where it is 
ue; 
Poor Betty’s (x) with Child, and it may be by 
you. 
Here’s Fun for us all! ery’d Will Thomas, Will 
Thomas, 
Heres Fun, &c. 


VIII. 
When his Lord/bip heard. this, away down he 
ran, 
And drove away firait to the Devil (y), 
Will Thomas /ueak’d over to tbeGreen-Man(z). 
Thus our Cuftomers ufe us uncivil (a). 
Poor Betty’s Misfortune is pity’ by all, 
Who expetts ev'ry Moment in Pieces to fall, 
Tho? fhe fwears tis my Lord’s, "twas got by Jack 
Hall, 


(w) As foon, &c. This Ballad was to be fuppos’d to 
be made by the Woman that kept the Coffee-houfe. 

(x) Betty, Maid to the Coffee-Woman, that could 
ferve the Peer, and the Porter. 

(y) The Devil Tavern, Temple-Bar. 

(z) A Brandy-Shop, over the Way. 

(a) Thus our Guftomers, &c, Reflections of the Coffee- 


Woman, 


Or 
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| Or efe by poor fneaking Will Thomas, Will 


homas, 
| Or elfe, &c. 


The Author died in 1726, the 37th Year of 
i his Age. 


A Time that fhould to true PerfeStion tend, 
But many promife well, that never mend, 


Mr. Lewis LayFiE.Lp. 


AS born in England, has been in ma= 

y ny Employments both by Sea and 
Land, and was formerly very attive, and ftrong, 
able to go through Fatigues. As I do not 
know the Offices he bore in the Service, I 
muft be filent on that Head. JI remember him 
in Drary-Lane, when I was in my Youth, a 


nimble active Scaramouch,before he was loaden 


with that Burden of Flefh, he now.carries a- 
bout him. At that time, he was fuch a Perfon 
as his eldeft Son, Mr. Robert Layfield appears 
at prefent, who is a very good Player in feve- 
ral Caft of Parts, particularly Serjeant Kite, &c. 
Mr. Layfield has been a main Pillar, time 
paft, in fapporting the Dublin Theatre, and 
therefore ought to be refpeSted in his Decline, 
but he is happily engaged for Life, and of Con- 
fequence (if Articles are binding) will at 
is 


erere ter’ 
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his Sallary to the Day of his Death, There | 
are feveral Parts he. might ftill perform with | 
Satisfaction, as Hob, Fobfox, and many others, | 
for the Audience (in well etteemed Adors) will 
bate them fomething of their Years, for the 
Service they have done. 1 do not know whe- 
ther that Circumftance will have any Weight 
with the Managers here, tho” it is an old fa- 
fhion’d Cuftem in Evgland. But diflerent Na- 
tions different Cuftoms. 


’Tis faid the Natives of the Cape Good-Hope(t) 
When Age is failing, end it witha Rope. 


Mr. WiLLIaM MILWARD. 


HIS Gentleman was born at Lichfield 

in Stafford/hire, the 29th of September, 
in the Year 1702. His Great Grandfather 
Sir Thomas Milward,was Chief Jultice of We/t- 
Chefter, and. rais’d a Troop of Horfe, in, De- 
fence of that unhappy Monarch, King Charles 
the Firft, and was then’a County Palatine, 
which occafion’d the Rump Parliament in, the 


(b) It isa Cuftom with the Inland Hostentots (who are 
not under the Eye of the Dutch at the Cape) when they 
perceive their Relations drooping with Age and Infirmis 
ties, either to carry them ‘into’ fome diftant Wood, ‘for 
Beafts to devour, or end them by Ax or Halter at Home; 
and have a Saying among them-zNe Work, no Meat. 
TEAR Be ki sae Year 
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Year 1659, to vote their Charter void, and I 
_do not find it ever reftor’d. The Family were 
“originally from Derbyfbire. The Father of our 
| Actor, a few Years after the Birth of his Son, 


removed to Uttoxeter (commonly call’d Lociter) 


in the County of Stafford, diftant from Londen 


126 meafurd Miles, formerly a Colony of the 
Romans, | 

He had his Education in a School of that 
Town, accounted one of the beft in that Part 
At Fifteen, his Father 


OX. ader are 


cident made him detérmine to leave it. 


He .was ordetéd by his Mafter to carry his 
« Prefcriptions to a Gentleman and a Lady ill 
¢ <of different Maladies, at the fame time ; the 
«© Labels were wtong direGed, but he did not 
« difcover this Mittake till the next Day, 
“© when he catried other Medicines tothe fame 
 Perfons, and by his Judgment in the O- 
‘* peration, foon found.out the Miftake, He 
« was greatly terrified, but for fear of more, 
“ he let fall the Pal he had in his Band, 
«© as by Accident, ran back to his Mae 
« fter, andtold him what had been done. The 
“© Mafter order’d more proper Dofes, the Pa- 
“ tients recovered, and all was well. 

Mr. Milwara’s firft Eflay in Acting, was a- 
mong young Gentlemen, privately, for their 
own 


jereierend 
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own Diverfion. Ina {mall time after, he mixt 
with a Country Company of Comedians, where 
his Merit fhone fo bright, that it open’d the 
Eyes of the Manager in Liacoln’s-Jun-Tields, 
with whom he rofeinthat Theatre, and Covent- 
Garden, to be placed in the formoft Rank of | 
PerfeGtion. He died in the 40th Year of his 
Age, in the very Meridian of an Actor, then 
belonging to the Theatre in Drury-Lane. 

Mr. Milward fhall make his Exst from this 
worldy Stage, with an Epilogue {poke for the 
Benefit of his Widow, which will better {peak 
his Excellencies. 


We EN Rofcius died, each gen’rous Roman 
wept, 

While Cicero's deathlefs Page his Plaudit kept ; 

Such was the Harveft in that Golden Age, 

Who toil’d to till the Vineyard of the Stage : 

The Romans wept! more generous Britons ye 

Dry up the Tears of Milward’s Family: 

Your bounteous Cares beyond the Grave extend! 

Lo! what a Scene dead Merit to befriend ! 

For Merit fure he fhar'd in every Part, 

Merit moft rave !—Integrity of Heart ! 

What e’er of Friendly, Gen’vous, Good, he play’d, 

In Scenes of veal Life he ftill difplay'd. 

Young Hamlet’s Sable when he chofe to wear 

Young Hamlet’s filial Piety was there : 

When the fond Lover Phocyas was his Part, 

Each tender Line forang glowing from his Heart); 


(c) Phocyas in the Siege of Dama/cus. 
Or 
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Or when Macduff’s dive Anguifh was his'T heme, 

The Husband, and the Father bled in him. 

Well might he pleafe, when with each virtuous 
Thought ! 

The Poet penn’d, the Player’s Breaft was fraught, 


| Such Milward was, as fuch his early Grave 


: 
| 
| 


| 


Calls down the Pity of the Fair and brave ! 

Cut off juft at the Noon-tide of his Days, 

Fuft when he hop’d to have deferv'd your Praife : 
Lhe Player fteel’d to counterfeit the Tear 

Diftiils an undiffembled Eye-drop here ; 


| With Emulation burns, and claims bis beft, 
| That his owe Manes may like Milward’s reft. 


Whilft by this fplendid Circle fir'd, bis Breaft ‘ 


Mr. CHARLESMACKLUIN, 


AS born in the Kingdom of Jre/and, 
but left thatCountry very young. He 
caft his Thoughts towards the Stage in Ezge 
land in his early Years. The Science of Att- 
ing, is not to be learn’d without great Labour, 
and Study, and not Copying any Performer 
that went before him, he has at length fhone 
out a finifh’d Original. I never knew him un- 
dertake any Part, but as in Painting, I found 
fome Strokes of Nature, that gave frefh Touches 
to the Picture he was drawing. 
He rofe gradually in the Theatrical Corps, 
like the late Northern Star of Raffa, till he 
came 
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came to be chief Leader, he regularly gained 
the Topmaft Step, and now is firmly feated in 
the Throne of Perfeétion, difpenfing Laws to 
that Part of the Province where the Sock is 
worn,where he reigns fole Monarch, and defer 
vedly fo, fince with long laborious Pains, he has 
found out the trueRule of Reigning. Shy/ock the 
Few in the Merchant of Venice, is fo inimitably 
counterfeited, that we cannot fay more, than 


| 


what a Gentleman faid Extempore on fecing — 


him perform the Part ; 


This is the Jew 
That Shakefpear drew ! 


This excellent Comedian is Author of a Play 
call’d, Henry the V1lth, or the Popifh Impoftor, 
acted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, the 
Story of Perkin Warbeck. The Piece (in my 
Judgment) is weil plann’d, the Diion is not 
confidered critically. Butno wonder, fince he 
was put upon the Subje&t, and had but fix 
Weeks from the firft Line in Writing to the 
firft Night in AGting. The following one A& 
Pieces have been performed, with great Suc- 
cefs, but not printed. 

A Will, or no Will; or, a New Cafe for the 
Lawyers. 

A Critic on the Sufpicious Husband ; or, the 
Plague of Envy: 

The Fortune Hunters ; or, the Widow Be- 
witch'd, 


I 
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I fhall conclude with two Lines, wrote by 


a Gentleman in this Kingdom. 


| This Jew, this Colonel, Lopez, Ben, has foown, 


| He makes each various Charvatter bis own. 


TN A Se Re NN LE NO 


Mrs. MACKLIN, 


A Y (by her Judgment, and Execution 

in the Parts fhe undertakes) be equal- 

ly rank’d with the Firft Clafs of A€trefles, and 
in fome Articles lead the Way- She never fets 


_up for a Heroive, or attempts to appear in an 


improper Light; fhe knows the Power of her 
own ‘Talents, and always fhines with unbor- 


row’d Light, without the Danger of being e- 


clipfed- Her Propriety in Drefs, for the va- 
rious CharaG@ers fhe performs, is another Ex- 
cellence, that moft of her Cotemporaries either 
pafs over with very little Regard, or not e- 
nough. 

In my Theatrical Courfe of above thirty 
Years, I have not feen her Equal in many Parts, 
viz. the Widow Black-Acre in Wryeberly’s 
(Plain-Dealer, Mrs. Day in the Committee, 
Widow Lackit in Southern’s Oroonoko, Lady 
Pliant in Cougreve’s Double-Dealer, Doris in 
ZEfop by Sic Fohu Vanbrugh, Mrs. Amelet in 
the Confederacy by the {ame Author, Lady 
Wijbfort in the Way ane World, anda Num= 

| ber 
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ber of other Chara@ers, that-are wrote in the 
true Spirit of Comedy. But-a Veflel need not 
fail“of.atriving at the defired Port, with the 
Care of fo good a Pilot, 

We may find by thefe two Examples, that 
Ireland has produced as compieat Comedians, 
as her Sifter Eug/and, But I fhall give a few 
Lines the Sentiments of a young Gentleman in 
this City. 


To Mrs MACKLIN. 


WHILE Macklin cha ms the lif?’ ning T bron: 
A nobler Subject warms my Song, 

Of Nature’s facred Name Id fing, 

From whom her various Beauties fpring, 

The fwelling Senfe !—the genial Fire! 

The namelefs Graces we admive ! 

Lo ber—jfhe frankly did impart 

A Clue—to trace the mazey Heart. 

She gave her Wit—with graceful Eafe, 

And every Attribute to pleafe ; 

But know—thou finifh'd Nymph—to you, 

Nor Wonder—nor Applaufe—is due 

For Charms—which Nature only. drew. 


Mr.Joun Morris, 


AS born inthis Kingdom. I under- 
ftand his firft Entrance on the Stage, 
was 
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was under the Condué of Mrs. Violante; with 
her he travelled to England, and by various 
Changes has been in moft of the Theatres in 
London, as wellas Dublin. There are feveral 
Old-Mens Parts, that he mafterly executes. 
He fings, paffingly, is efteemed a good Teague, 
and an excellent Perot. He has a Brother ot 
the fame Calling. 

Dancing is certainly one of the Appendages 
to Education, that few polite People would be 
without, yet if ic mends the Manners, it does 
not always mend the Mind. But as Othello 
fays, 


*Tis not to make me jealous, 
Io fay, myWife is fair, feeds well, loves Company, 
Is free of Speech, fings, plays, and dances well; 
Where Virtue is, thefe are moft Virtuous. 


Mr. CHaRLeEs MorGavN,’ 


AS born in London, in the Year 1717. 

His Father and Mother both belong- 

ing to the Stage at his Birth, the Son played 
the Childrens Parts as foon as he could {peak 
plain. He came into this Kingdom in the Year 
1737, with his Parents, where he made a great 
Progrefs in what is called Low Comedy, and 
gave great Hopes of Perfeétion, if a lingering 
Confumption had not taken him off in the 
ee 2 Flower 
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Flower of his Age. I fear, he took a little too 
much Freedom with his Conftitution, and by 
Perfeverance made fhift to get the better of it. 
He died in May 1745, inthe 28th Year of his 
Age. The laft Part he -performed was Beau 
Chiacher in the Conftant Couple, being the firit 
‘hime of Mr. Sheridan’s appearing in the Cha- 
racter of Sir Harry Wildair, where Mr. Mor- 
gan notwithftanding his ill Habit of Body, like 
a Taper in its laft Blaze, gave a brighter Flame, 
than all that fhone before.. This was Novem- 
ver, tho’ he lingered on till the May following. 


Thus manly Health is often overcome, 
When its worft Foe is to be found at Home. 


on 


Mr. Wittram MynoetTtr. 


v7 HIS Gentleman was'born of a good Fa- 
mily, at Weobly in Herefordfbire, in the 

Year 1710, where he received a good School 
Education: He was fent to London very young 
to be put into Bufinefs, but his Friends or ra- 
ther Relations (who often prove our. greateft 
Enemies) neglecting his Fortune, he turn’d his 
Thoughts to the Drama. However he had not 
the Vanity of moft of the Theatrical Young 
Heroes, who jump at once into your Orhello, 
Oroonoko, Hamlet, or Captain Plume, but wife- 
ly weighing his own Talents, ftep’d into a 
art 
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Part of Polonius in Hamlet, where he gain’d 
| fuch Applanfe, that he refolv’d to put on the 
Sock, with which he walked an eafie Pace in 
the right Road to Perfection. 

His firft Tryal of Skill, was at the Theatre 
in the Hay-market (commonly call’d the French 
Houfé) where he gave fuch Strokes of Judg- 
ment, that alarm’d his beft Antagonifts. From 
his beginning Encouragement, he was follicited 
to add a promiffing Member to the Company 
of Bath, where there is a regular ‘Theatre, and 
an Audience as difficult to be pleas’d, as that 
in London, being generally Perfons of the high- 
eft Rank that frequent thofe Diverfions in the 
Capitol He had the good Fortune to give 

atisfaétion there, infomuch that feveral Per- 
fons of Diftin@ion and Tafte, promis’d to re- 
commend him to one of the eftablifh’d Thea- 
tres in London. But a Company that Seafon 
fetting out for Ire/and, he was refolved to ac- 
company them, and cultivate his Genius in this 
Kingdom, His Knowledge in Mufic, is fome 
Addition to his Merit, and in his Walk of 
AGting, he may keep Pace wirh the Beft on 
S he Water. 
aw Mrs. Mynitt perform any Part 
as ati amiable Perfon, and excellen 
ave taken it upon Truft, that the 
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a Throne of State to public View, while a Do 
zen of his Slaves that bore him in Triumph, 
through the Streets, were cover’d with a Cur- 


tain, and no more of their Perfons feen, but 


the regular Steps of their Feet. 


In every Region ’tis a Maxim try d, 
Cuftom in {pight of Reafon will prefide. 


Mr. HENRY NOR RiS (alias 
JusBrurLuEEDrCcxkY.) 


HIS natural Comedian was born in Sa- 
L Jisbury-Court in 1665, near the Spot 


whete the Theatre was afterwards erected that - 


went by the Name of Dorfet. Garden ‘Theatre, 
it being in Queen Elizabeth’s Days the Gar- 
dens of the Palace belonging to the Earl of 
Dorfet. He played on the Iri/h Stage in 1695, 
Tho’ a dimunitive Figure, there were many 
Parts that he excell’d in, viz. Barnaby Brittle 
in the Wanton Wife, &c. I remember when 
Mr. Norris was in his Decline Mr. Cider Sen. 
made fome Alterations in the Play, and per- 
form’d the Part himfelf. Mrs. O/dfeld that of 
Mis. Brittle, But fhe complain’d fhe could not 
perform it with that Spirit with him, as fhe did 
with little Norris (as fhe call’d him) when I 
as’d her the Reafon, the reply’d, Cuckoldom 
did not fit fo eafie on Cibber's Figure, as it did 

upor 
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upon that of Norris’s, who feem'd form’d by Na- 
ture to be one. 

The Mother of this little great Comedian, 
was one of the firft Women that came on the 
Stage as an A@trefs ; for fome time after the 
Reftoration of King Charles the Second, young 
{mooth’d fac’d Men perform’d the Womens 
Parts. That humorous Monarch coming before 
his ufual Time to Shake/pear’s Hamlet, {ent the 
facetious Earl of Rocheffer to know the Reafon 
of their Delay, who brought Word back, That 
the Queen was not quite fhavd. Ods Fifh (his 
ufual Expreffion) J beg her Majefty’s ardon ! 
well wait till ber Barber has done with her. 

Mr. Norris marry’d Mrs. Kuapton the Sifter 
of the late Mr. Wilks’s firft Wite, by whom 
he had feveral Children; the Females are fince 
dead, and refembled the Mother in Stature, 
fhe being a very perfonable Woman, but the 
Sons copy’d the Father our udillee Dicky, 
which Nickname came; for his inimitable hu- 
morous Performance of a Part fo call’d in the 
Conftant Couple, or aZripto the Fubillee. 

He {poke Tragedy exceedingly knowing in 
the different Paffions, tho’ he never per- 
form’d any Part of the ferious Caft ; for not- 
withftanding his Judgment, on the London 
Theatres, his Figure muft have made the Sen- 
timents Ridiculous. After the Death of that 
celebrated Author Mr. Addifen, the merryMr. 
Penkethman at his Theatre at Richmond (d), 

| play’d 

(d) There are two Richmonds in England; one in 
: Yor hfbire 
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play’d the Tragedy of Cato, or rather defil'd 
thofe noble Sentiments of Liberty, out of fuch 
merry Mouths. Norris was ridiculoully drefs'd 
for Cato, Penkethman Guba, low Comedians 
for the other Characters, and the two Ladies 
fupply’d by Men of the fame Caft. Yera 
Blindman might have born with Norris inthe 
Roman Patriot, for he {poke it with all the So- 
lemnity of a fuffering Hero, while Penkethman 
and the reft of the motley “Tribe, made it as 
Ridiculous by Humour and Action. And yet 
fome of the Firft Rank in the Kingdom feem’d 
highly diverted; whilft others invok’d the 
Manes of the dead Roman and Briton to rife 
and avenge their own Canfe. 1 remember the 
next Morning the following four Lines were 
pafted on the Door of the Play-houte : 


While Greatnefs hears fuch Language {poke 
Where Godlike Freedom's made a Foke, 
Let fuch mean Souls be never Pree, 

To tafte the Sweets of Liberty, 


An illuftrious Nobleman who had a Seat near 
Richmond, faw feveral People reading the 
Lines, as he was riding up the Hill, ftopd, 


york/bire that gives the Title to that illuftrious Family. 
The other Richmond is ten Miles from London. It may 
Rank with fome Cities in Exg/and for its Extent, but I 
know of none that can equal it, in its fine Situation up- 
on the noble River of Thames, its healthful Air, its beau- 
tiful various Profpeéts from the Hill, and its increafing 
noble Buildings. 

and 


——- 


———EE 
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and petus’d them ; faidin his ufual graveMan- 
ner---] wilh the Poetry had been better. 

Mr. Norris died in the 69th Year of hisAge. 
His eldeft Son may be remember’d here as 
an Alfor, fome few Years ago on old Simock- 
Alley Stage, but neither he or his Brother 
(who has likewile troubled» feveral Country 
Stages in England) refembled the Father in 
any Thing but in’Stature. 


Great Nature differs in the Human Race, 
Some worthlefs Stems the Parent-Roots diferace, 


Mrs. ANN OLDFIELD. 


1 ‘HE Reafon why I have thruft this cele- 
brated Actrefs into my Account, may be 
learn’d by the following Epiltle. 


Dublin, May the 27th. 
SIR, 

sf WE find by the News Papers, you in- 

tend to give us the Aiffory of the 
“© Stage, it is defir’d by feveral, that you would 
“ be pleafed to‘add: Mrs. O/dfeld to the Num- 
“ ber (tho’ we are all afflured fhe never was in 
« this Kingdom.) We know the Task is in 
«¢ your Power, and you will oblige many that 
* have a Regard for you. 

Yours, &c, 


Every 
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Every Art has its Origin, but when brought 
to full PerfeGtion it is cften in danger of decay- 
ing, and fometimes of being quite loft in Obli- 
vion. Painting on G/afs in this Age, is but a 
faint Copy of our Forefathers in that Art, and 
the perdurable Cement of our antient Ca/iles, 
&c. is now unknown. The Sun fets to rife 
again, but O/dfeld’s Light is lofi for ever. 

I was too young to view her firft Dawn on 
the Stage, but yet had the infinite Satisfaction 
of her Meridian Luftre, a Glow of Charms not 
to be beheld but with a trembling Eye, which 
held her Influence till fet in Night. 

Mr. Fargubar (as I have been informed by 
herfelf) brought her firft to fhine in Public. 
He, accidentally at a Tavern kept by a near 
Relation of Mrs. O/dfela’s, heard a Perfon read- 
ing a Comedy in a Room behind the Bar, with 
{uch a juft Vivacity, and Humour of the Cha- 
racters that gave him infinite Surprize, and Sa- 
tisfaction. His Curiofity was too prevelant to 
obferve the Heighth of good Manners, there- 
fore he made a Pretence to go into the Room, 
where he was ftruck Dumb fome time with het 
Figure, and blooming Beauty, but was more 
aftonifh’d at her Difcourfe, -and fprightly Wit. 
Mr. Fargubar prefs'd her to purfue her A mufe- 
ment, but was obliged to depart, without that 
Satisfaction. 

Mr. Wilks was, at that time in Ireland, 
therefore he took fome Pains to acquaint Sir 
Fohn Vanbrugh (who had fome Share -in the | 
Theatre) with the Jewel he had found thus 
by 
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by Accident. It was fometime before fhe 
' would be prevailed upon. Tho’ fhe has mer- 
ily told me, J /oug’d to be at it, and only wan- 
ted a little decent Intreaties. 
Alinda in the ‘Pilgrim was the firft Part the 
_ was taken Notice of, which Sir Fob Vanbrugh 
_alter’d and reviv’d upon her Accoun:, which is 
| a Character of different Species of Paffions and 
| Variety, where fhe charni’d the Play into a 
- Run of many fucceeding Nights. 
| IT remember her in her full Round of Glory 
' in Comedy, fhe ufed to flight Tragedy. She 
| would often fay, J hate to have a Page dragg- 
tng my Tail about. Why do they not give Porter 
thele Parts, fhe can put on a better Tragedy 
| Face than J can? When Mithridates was te- 
vived, it was with much Difficulty fhe was pre- 
vailed upon to take the Part ; but fhe perform- 
edit to the utmoft Length of Perfection, and 
after that fhe feemed much better reconciled to 
Tragedy. .What-a majettical Dignity in C/eo- 
patra ! and indeed in every Part that required 
it; fuch a finifh’d Figure on the Stage, was 
never yet feen. In Califia, the Fair Penitent, 
fhe was inimitable in the Third A@ with Ho- 
ratio, when fhe tears the Letter with 


To Atoms! thus! 
Thus let me tear the vile detefted Falfbood, 
The wicked lying Evidence of Shame! 


Rer excellent clear Voice of Paffion, her pier= 
cing flaming Eye, with Manner and Action 
{uicing, 


entre by 
4 
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fuiting, us’d to make me fhrink with Awe, and 
feem’d to put her Monitor Horatio into a 
Moufe-hole. I almoft gave him up for a 
troublefome Puppy ; and tho’ Mr. Booth play’d 
the Part of Lothario, I cou'd hardly lug him up 
to the Importance of Triumphing over fuch:a 
finith’d Piece of Perfection,that feem‘d to be too 
much dignified to lofe her Virtue. 

Even her Amours feem’d to lofe that. Glare 
which appear round the Perfons of the failing 
Fair: neither was it ever known fhe troubled 
the Repofe of any Lady’s lawful Claim, and 
was far more Conftant than Millions in the 
Conjugal Noofe. 

She was of a fuperior Heigth, but with a 
Jovely Proportion, and the Dignity of her Soul 
equal to her Form and Stature, made up of 
benevolent Charity, affable and good-natur’d 
to all that deferv’d ir. Mr. Savage, Son to the 
Earl Rivers, when he was perfecuted by his 
unnatural Mother, received from her ever- 
giving bountiful Hand, Fifty Pounds a Year 
during her Life, and was, with Mr. Wilks, a 
main Means in faving him from an ignomini- 
ous End. 

The Part of Sopbonisba, a Tragedy (by Mr. 
Thomfon famed for many excellent Poems) was 
reputed the Caufe of her Death; for in her Ex- 
ecution fhe went beyond Wonder, to Aftonifh- 
ment ! From that Time, her Decay came flow- 
ly on, and never left her till it conducted her 
to eternal Reft the 23d of Offober 1730. She 


left feveral charitable Legacies, and very hand- 
fome 
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fome Fortunes to her two Sons. But let us 
fee what better Writers fay of this Phenix of 
the Stage, O! that we might have another 
from her Afhes! 

You may read, if you pleafe, what a French 
Author has wrote on this inimitable Adrefs, 
as well as fome Touches on our Engli/b Drania. 

“< Sir Roger Moftings, Baronet, was pafii- 
© onately in Love with a famous A€itef{s called 
“© Mrs.Oldfeld ; and notwithftanding her Indif- 
“« ference, and even bad Ufage, could not be 
cur’d--He being at Supper with us, when 
his Difgrace and Banifhment were notified 
** to him, his greateft Concern was for his 
“ Mittrefs, whom he muft abandon, his Grief 
“ and Love made him fhed Tears; his Order 
“ bore, that he fhould retire to his Eftate next 
‘¢ Day, and therefore as the laft Remedy for 
** his Love, he propofed inflant Marriage to 
Mrs. Oldfield, which produced no other Ef- 
“¢ feét, than a mortifying Refufal (e). This 

S ‘© amiable 


(e) We may gather from this Author, the Paffage 
mentioned, was in the Year 1715, when the Rebel 
Lords fuffered Death, and Lord Nithifdale made his 
Efcape from the Tower difguifed by his Lady in her 
Habit ; Sir Roger Moffings then Commander in theFourth 
Troop of Life Guards, fpoke too freely in Favour of the 
imprifoned Noblemen that were concerned in the Rebel- 
lion,and therefore was order’d to Jeave theCourt, and re- 
tire tohis Eftate, as alfo the Earl of Nottingham theEar! of 
Ailesford, the | ord Finch, and Guernfey, my Lord Port- 
more, Earl of Orkuey, Lord Windfor, and many others, 
all deprived of their Pofts and Places, with the fame Or- 
ceis 
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< amiable Woman, was admitted with Plea- 
<* furé into the Company of Ladies of the firft 
«* Rank for Birth, and Virtue, and feemed to 
“ take her Vifits as an Honour done them. 
«< Ir muft be owned, fhe’s an incomparable 
<¢ {weet Girl! She reconciled me to the Eag- 
“ jifb Stage; her Voice, her Shape, and all 
“ her Aétions focharm’d me, that 1 made the 
< more hatte to learn the Language that I 
* might underftand her. 

« The Englifb are paffionately fond of Dra- 
< matic Entertainments, and 1 doubt if France 
<< can produce fo many excellent Works of 
«© this Kind, ‘as Britain ; and I have feen fome 
‘¢ {uperior to Greece or Rome, They have their 
“< Shakefpear, Dryden, Otway, Congreve, Cib- 
« ber, Fargubar, and a numerous i rain of ex- 
“ cellent Tragic and Comic Poets, that have 
« the Force of moving the Soul with their E- 
“ nergy of Sentiments and Exprefiion tar be- 
“© yond the Antients. 

1 thal! conclude this Account with an Ab- 
ftraét of a Copy of Verfes wrote by Mr. Sa- 
vage, illegitimate Son to Earl Rivers, tho the 
Author of that unfortunare Gentleman’s Life, 
{eems to deny it, I fuppofe becaufe his Name 
is not in the TitleePage. But firft her E£ps- 


raph 


ders to retire to their Eftates. Sir Roger was e- 
fleemed one of the handfomeft Men in the Kingdom, 
witty, well bred, and a great Eftate, which proves Mrs. 
Oldfeld defpifed Intereft and would not give her Hand 
without her Heart. 

Hie 


| 
| 
: 


: 
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Hic juxta requie/cit 
Tot inter poetarum laudata nomina 
ANNA OLDFIELD. 
Nec ip(a, minore laude digna 
uippe quae corum opera 
In fcenam, quoties prodivit, 
Dluftravit femper &9 nobilitavit. 
Nunquam ingeniuim idem ad partes diver fiffimas 
Habilius futt: 
Ita tamen ut ad _fingulas 
Non {atta, fed nata ole videretur. 
In Tragedits 
Forme {plendor oris dignitas incefJus majeftas 
Tanta vocis fuavitate temperabantur, 
Ut nemo effet tan egreftis, tam durus |pettator, 
Quin in admirationem totus reperetur. 
Ia Comedia autem 
Tanta vis tam venufta hilaritas tam cuviofa 
felicitas, 
Ut neque fufficerent {petfando oculi 
Neque plaudendo manus. 


In Engh/h. 


Neat this (among the celebrated Poets) 
Refts the Body of 
ANN OLDFIELD, 
Herfelf not lefs deferving to be celebrated ; 
For when ever on the Stage, 
Her Action illuftrated, and enobled 
Their Compofitions. 
Never was one Genius fo adapted to the a 
S 2 i~ 
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Different Parts, 
She feemed born for each difting. 
In TRAGEDY, 

Her noble Prefence, elevated Speech, and 
Majeftic Gait, tempered with fo peculiar 
sweetnefs of Voice, never failed totranfport the 
Moft Ruftic, and Infenfible, intoAdmiration. 
In Comepy, 

She difcovered fuch a happy Air, fuch a 
Sprightly and becoming Gaity, 

And fo delicate an Addrefs, 

Lihat neither Eyes were fatisfied with Seeing, 
Nor Hands weary of Applauding. 


4 POEM to the Memory of Mrs; ANN 


OLDFIELD. 
O LDFIELD?’s no move!—and can the 
Mufe forbear 


O’er Oldfield’s Grave, to fhed a grateful Tear? 
Shall fhe, the Glory of the Britith Stage, 
Pride of her Sex, and Wonder of the Age ; 
Shall fee, who living charm’d th’ admiring Throng 
Die uudiftinguifh’d.and not claim a Song ? 
No, feeble as it is, PU boldly raife 
My willing Voice to celebrate her Praife, 
And with her Name, immortalize my Lays. 

Had but my Mufe, her Art to touch the Soul 
Charm ev'ry Senfe, and ev'ry Pow’r controul, 
Pd paint her as foe was—The Form divine, 
Where ev'ry lovely Grace united fhine ; 
A Mien majeftic, as the Wife of Jove, 
An Air as winning, as the Queen of Love, 
In 
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Tn every Feature rival Charms fhould rife. 
| And Cupid hold his Empire in her Eyes, 


A Soul, with ev'ry Elegance vefin'd 


: By Nature, and the Converfe of Mankind ; 


Wit, which could firike affuming Folly dead, 


J 
J 
| 
4 
; 


. 


| 


And Senfe, which temper’d every thing fhe Jaid, 
Sudgment, which ev'ry little Fault could py, 
But Candour, that would pafs a thoufand by : 
Such finifo’d Breeding, fo polite a Tafte, 


| Her Fancy always for the Fafbion paft, 
| Whilft every focial Virtue fir'd her Breaft 


To help the Needy, fuccour the Diftreft, 


A Friend to all in Mifery {be ftood, 


And her chief Pride was plac’d in doing Good. 


: 
| 
|! 


But now my Mufe, the arduous Task engage, 
And (bow the charming Figure on the Stage; 
Deferibe her Look, her Action, Voice and Mien, 


The gay Coquet, foft Maid, or haughty Queen. 


So bright {be bone in ev'ry different Part, 

She gain’d defpotic Empire o’er the Heart. 

Kuew how each various Motion to coutroul, 

Sooth ev'ry Paffion, and fubdue the Soul 

As fhe, ov gay, or forrowful appears, 

She claims our Mirth, or triumphs in our Tears. 

When Cleepatra’s Form fhe chofe to wear, 

We faw the Monarch’s Mien, the Beauty's Air;. 

Charm’d with the Sight, her Caufe we all approve,. 

Aud.like her Lover, gave up all for Love. 

Anthony’s Fate inflead of Cxfar’s chufes 

And.wifp for her we had.a orld to lofe. 
But now the gay delightful Scene is oer: 

And that fweet Form muft glad our F Vorld no move. 

yr Ki leny ers. 
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i Releutlefs Death, has ftop’d the tuneful Tongue, 

4 And clos’d thofe Eyes for all but Death too ftrong, 
i Blafted that Face where ev’ry Beauty bloom’d, 
And to eternal Reft the graceful Mover doom’d. 


Mr. Pa ck, 


| 'N the Remembrance of many, was once on 
the Stage in this Kingdom, to his no fmall 
Terror, for a Storm at Sea, he told me, frigh- 
ted him fo much, that the Anxiety of Returns 
ing dwelt fo ftrongly on his Mind, that he 
could not appear half himfelf to the Public; 
and to leflen his Seas Voyage back again, he 
went to Dunaghadee in the North of Ireland, 
and embark’d for Scotland, verifying the old 
Proverb, The farthefi Way about is the neareft 
Vay Home. Be: 

He firft came upon’ the Stage, as a Singer, | 
and being as they fay, a fmock-fac’d Youth, 
usd to fing the Female Parts in Dialooues 
with that great Mafter Mr, Leveridge, who has 
fo many Years charm’d with his manly. Voice. 
But Mr. Pack was excellent in many Parts, as 
Marplot in the Bufy Body, Beau Maiden in Tun- 
bridge-Walks, Beau Mizen in the Fair Quaker 
of Deal, &c. indeed Nature feem’d to mean him 
jor thofe Sort of CharaGers. We had fach an 
An‘ipathy to the Water, that he would fooner 
cha.c to go from the Aay-market to Lambeth 
rcund 
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round the Bridge, than juft crofsin a Boat. I 
heard a certain Peer (as much fam’d forhisWit 
as his Principles, who died in the Service of 
Spain) ask ‘Pack if he would go with him to 
France for a Month? Yes, reply’d Mr. Pack, 
if your Grace will get a Bridge built from Dovet 
to Calais, for Gads curfe me! if I ever fet my 
Foot over Salt-water again ! 

Mr. Pack left the Stage in the Meridian of 
Life, and fet up .a Tavern (the Globe) wear 
Charing-Crofs, over againtt the Hay-market, 
where he died, having no Wife, or Iffue; I 
know not any Relation he left bebind to la- 
ment his Death. 


Had Tranfportation been this Player’s Doom, 
Convittion had brought fudden Death at Home. 


Mr. WILLIAM Pat.ctiies 
(Harl equin). 


'HIS extraordinary Perfon, was born in 
Wales, tho’ he never knew one Word 

of his Mother Tongue, neither did I ever hear 
of the School-Miftrefs that taught him Englifh, 
yet he got perfect in two Parts, and perform’d 
them both with Applanfe, viz. the Welch Co- 
lier in the Recruiting-Officer, and the Drunken 
Colonel in the Latriguing Chamber maid; but his 
great Talent lay in the Mémes and Pantomimes, 
tho’ 
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tho’ the Art does not require much Rhetorick, 
yet they fhould have Heads as well as Heels. 
He was taught Tumbling, and Slight of 
Hand, by that great Mafter of Arts, the ftu- 
pendous Mr. Faux, and out-did his Mafter in 
feveral Tricks, and was very happy at Inven- 
tion, in efcaping to Ireland (f), where he be- 
came a Sharer in Swock- Alley, till he with his 


(f) This great Man, was taken up in London for Suf- 
picion of Debt, and dealt with the honeft Omicer in the 
following Manner. He firft called for Liquor in Abun- 
dance, and treated all about him, to the no {mall Joy of 
the Bailiff, who was rejoiced to have a Calf that bled fo 
well (as they term it). Harlequin made the honeft Bailiff 
believe he had fix Dozen of Wine ready pack’d up, 
which he would fend for, to drink while in Cuftody, 
and likewife allow him Sixpence a Bottle for drink- 
ing it in his own Chamber. Shoulder-dab liften’d to the: - 
Propofal with Pleafure. The Bailiff went to the Place 
as direéted, and returned with Joy to hear it fhould be 
fent in the Morning early. Accordingly it came by a 
Porter {weating under his Load. The Turnkey called 
to his Mafter, and told him the Porter and Hamper was 
come in. Very well, then let nothing but the Porter and» 
Hamper out. "The Porter performed his Part very well, 
came heavily in with an empty Hamper, and feemed to. 
go lightly out with P2i/lips on his Back. He was difham- 
per’d at an Alehoufe near. the Water-fide, crofs’d the 
Thames, and foon after embark’d for. Jre/and. He was 
very fond of this Trick, and would take Pride in his 
Project, which was contriv’d long before he was taken, 
to be ready on fuch an Emergency, When this Scheme 
was concerted with the Porter, he made this threatning. 
Speech to him, G--d-/frike me plump! (his ufual Oath) 
if you are not as fecret as the Sun at Noon-day, Pll. broil. 
you.and eat you.alive, you Dog! Exit Pbillips. 

Name- 
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Namefake broke the Fraterbood. He was the 
firtt Proje€tor of the Theatre in Capel-ftreet. 
Neither was he much to blame in this, fincea 
fort of a Manager for the Proprietors, who 
knew as much of the Matter, asa Fourney- 
man Taylor does of Bell-founding, by his inimi- 
table Rhetoric, perfuaded his Employers, he 
and hisWife had too much Sallary, and yet the 
next Seafon gave twenty times the Sum, to 
prevent their Playing. Yet Pdillips open’d 
and got Money, but to fhowhis Dexterity, he 
played a Harlequin Trick, and in one of his 
Deceits, made his Efcape (with his Wife he 
had ere, who was no vad Aé€trefs) back to 
England, but did not forget to take more Moe 
ney than his own along with him---Travelling 
is chargeable. But Capel (rect Theatre has 
been fince occupied, aud is ftill ready on all 
Occafions. 

Thus Sfuglers Tricks are form’ d to cheat the Eyes, 
And Kuaves have found the Art to trick theWife. 


Mrs. PasQUALINO, 


AS a very fightly A€trefs, with a 

good Voice. I have forgot her mai- 

den Name, which fhe fi:ft chang’d for Raven/- 
croft, an AGor, I am told, of fome Merit. 
Atter his Demife, being. mufically ‘agree 
E 
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fhe ty’d her Fate to Sig. Pa/qualino, an Italian, 
eminent for his great ‘Talents that Way. She 
has left the Stage to follow the Fortune of her 
Spoufe, and I have been inform’d they were 
both lately in Holland. Wherever he is, he 
cannot fail of Reward, from his Merit, for 


Mufic has Charms to footh afavage Breaft, 
To foften Rocks and bend the knotted Oak. 


I hall conclude with Mrs. Pa/gualino by infert- 

ing a few Lines of a Poet on her leaving the 
Stage. Tho’ fome Poets like fome Painters do 
not draw exact Likenefles, and are too prone 
to Flattery. 


Adieu! unfpotted Excellence, adieu! ; 
Chafte, Spight of Cenfure, Spight of Envy, tre-® 
Mature in ‘fudgmeut, far above thy Age, 

And what's more wond’rous, Virtuous on the Stage. 
Ah! yet return ! nor rob us of Delight, 

Continue frill to ravifh with thy Sight ! 

Whether in Defdemona’s tender Strain, 

Or fofter Belvidera you complain ; 

Or in Monimia force the pitying Tear, 

Or in the Airs of Millamane appear, 

Or Lady Betty Modifh, you impart, 

In Charatters affum'd, a real Dart! 

Receive this Plaudit from th’ admiring Mufe, 
Nor Tribute to thy Merit paid, refufe— 

And muft we then the Lofs of thee deplore ? 


Shall we then fee thy lovely Face no more? 
Adieu ! 
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Adieu!——The Stage is nearly its decline, 
Since we mult thee, the Boaft of it refign. 


Mr. JAMES QUIN. 


H1S great and juft Actor, was born in 
Kiug-firect, Covent Garden, the 24th of 
February 1693, tho’ Numbers believe he owes 
his Birth to /reland. His Anceftors, were of 
an antient Family in this Kingdom, hisGrand- 
father Alderman Mark Quin, was Lord-Mayor 
of the City of Dub/in in the Year 1676, inthe 
Reign of King Charles the Second. The Fa- 
ther of our Rofcius, received a liberal Educati- 
on in Trinity- College, Dublin, from thence he 
went over to Lincola’s-Inn, to finith his Stu- 
dies, where he was called to the Bar; but at 
the Death of his Father (who left him a plen- 
ful Eftate) he returned with his Son, then an 
Infant, to take Poffeffion. 

Mr. Fames Quin was educated under the 
Care of Dr. Fees of Dublin (a Perfon eminent 
for Learning) till the Death of his Father in 
the Year 1710. Mr. Quin was undoubted 
Heir to his Eftate, but through his Youth and 
Inexperience of the Courts, a Suit of Law hung 
fo long in Chancery, till he uninabled to carty 
the Caufe farther, was obliged to drop it for 
want of proper Affiftance: I am informed a 


powerful Guider of the Law, was his Antago- 
nut, 


eyere-rea! 
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nift, and a Perfon has but a bad Chance to 
fight a Duel with a Fencing-Matter. 
Our eminent Actor, firft appeared on the 


Stage in old Smock-Alley in the Part of dbetin | 


the Committee. 1 mutt take fome little Pride, 
when I declare I imagine myfelf the, firft that 
persuaded him not to {mother his rifing Genius 


in this Kingdom, where, at that Time there” 


was no great Encouragement for Merit, and 
try his Fortune in Lomdon, where, by his kind 
and ever to be remember’d Recommendation, 
I foon follow’d him. 

It is in fome Sort a Hardfhip to a rifing 
Genius in the firft Entrance to a regular efta- 
blifh’d Company ; the Parts are all fupplied, 
and like under Officers in an Army, they muft 
wait for Preferment, or do fomething extraor- 
dinary, before they can expect ir, An Acci- 
dent fell out, that gave our young Actora hap- 
py Opportunity. 

The Managers had an Order from the Lord 
Chamberlain, to Revive the Play of Tamerlane 
for the 4th of November 1716, which was got 
up with the utmoft Magnificence. The third 
Night the late Mr. Mills (who perform’d Ba- 
jazet) was taken fuddenly Il], and with much 
Perfuafion, Mr. Quin was prevailed upon to, 
read the Part, which was thought a great Un- 
dertaking for a young Actor of his Standing, 
bur to the Mortification of feveral Competitors 
he fucceeded fo wel!, that the Audience gave 
him their general Applaufe, through the whole 
Courfe of the Part. “ The next Night he made 

himfelt 


i 
; 
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_himfelf perfect, and performed it with redoub- 


{ 


led Applanfes of Approbation, and was com- 
plimented by feveral Perfons of DiftinEtion and 


_ Dtamatic Tafte, upon his early rifing Genius. 


But as the Theatrical World is a Picture in 
Miniature of the Great, Envy will fhake her 


_{naky Locks, and People of twice his Age, 

thought his Progrefs a little too rapid for theit 

aan His Temper took Fire at the 
fi 


ble Depreffion. He bore it fome time with 
Temper; but the firtt Opportunity, he enga- 
ged with Mr. Rich in Lincoln’s-Inu-Fields, 
where by juft Degrees he attained the higheft 
Round of Perfeétion ; and (not to take any Merit 
from other Performers) was certainly the chief 


Pillar that fupporced al! the Theatres where e- 


ver he has pertormed. I will not take upon 


me to point out his Excellencies in any parti- 


cular Part, fince he is excellent in all, there- 


3 


fore I fhall end with the immortal] Shakefpear, 


Fe is a Man, take him for all in all, 
Lne'er fhall look upon his like again. 


The great Honour this Gentleman has re- 
ceived from the fecond Illuftrious Perfon in the 
Kingdom, in trafting the Royal-Blood to his 
Care, will better {peak. his Excellence, than 
my weak Skill can do. 
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Mr. Lacy RYAN. 


te IS Gentleman was once in Ireland 
} with the celebrated Mr. Qui#, and Mrs, 
Clive, in the Year 1741. He was born in 
England in the Year,1694. The firft Part he 
was taken Notice of, wasthat of Marcus in 
Cata, which was firft acted in 1712. 

In the Run of that celebrated Tragedy, he 
was accidentally brought into a Fray with fome 
of our Tritoms on the Thames, and ia the 
Scuffle a Blow on the Nofe was given him by 
one of thefe Water-Bullies, who neither regard 
Men nor Manners. I remember the fame Night, 
as he was brought on the Bier after his {up- 
pos’d Death in the 4th A& of Cato, the Blood | 
from the real Wound in the Face, gufh’d out 
with Violence. That Hurt had no other Ef- | 
fect, than juft turning his Nofe a little, tho’ | 
not to Deformity, yet fome People imagine it | 
gave a very {mall Alteration to the Tone of his : 
Voice, tho’ nothing difagreeable. Heacquit- 
ted himfelf in many Capital Parts both in ‘i'ra- 
gedy and Comedy to the Patisfaction of his 
Auditors, and has been ever efteemed in the 
firft Rank of Actors. 

Some few Years ago, another unfortunate 
Accident befel him. As he was going home 
to his Houfe after his Night’s Performance, he 
was 


i 


i 
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| was attack’d by a Street-Robber, and making 


Refiftance, the Villain fhot a Brace of Pitol 


- Bullets into his Mouth, which broke fome Part 
_ of his Jaw ; by the help of a Lamp, theRobber 


knew Mr. Ryan, as 1 have been inform’d, 
beg’d his Pardon for his Miftake, and ran off. 


Of this Hurt too, he recover’d after a long Ill 
' nefs, and play’d with Succefs as before, with- 


out any feeming Alteration of Voice ot Face. 
His Royal Highnefs upon this Accident, fent 
him a handfome Prefenc, and others of the No- 
bility, copy’d the laudable Example of the fe- 
cond Lluitrious Perfon in the three Kingdoms. 
] fhall fay no more of Mr. Ryaz, but that he 
is gentee] and well made, 

This Gentleman, has made feveral Excur- 
fions in the Region of Poetry, particularly a 
Piece of one AG, called the Coblers Opera,which 
has often been performed with good Succefs. 


No Marks in Age, in Face, or Porm appears, 
But Manhood bordering on the Vale of Years. 


caleba 


eo eene 


Mrs. REYNOLDS. 


ELE Husband of this Perfon, gather’d 

a Company of Aétors in the Hay-market, 
Londoa, where they fome Years ago met with 
Succefs for a time; but at laft it fell to Pieces, 
the Sinews being relaxed by an intemperate 
Conftitution. Mrs. Reynolds was well efteem~- 
ed for a very good. Performer in this Kingdom, 
ZL 2 but 
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if but her Reputation feems zow to be forgot ; 
fhe’s to be pitied, if it is not her own Fault. 


Scandal may heal, like gaping Wounds in War, 
Tet leave behind the long diftinguifb’d Scar. 


——- 


Tuomas Sueripan, Efq; 


H1IS§ excellent AGor was born in this 
Kingdom, Sono that very eminent the 
Reverend Dr. Sheridan, a Gentleman, whofe 
Memory will never be forgot while Learning 
holds the Reins to check the vicious Mind, 
and guide us in the Paths of Virtue. Men are 
but Human Brutes, poring in the Dark, with- 
out fome Light of Education. Under fuch a 
Father, and at fuch a Fountain of Learning, 
as this Nurfery of Erudition (Trinity. College) 
noWonder for our young Aétor to rife in Per- 
fection. He was fome time in Wefminfter- 
School, and as his Mind led him to look early 
towards the Drama, he had the Advantage of 
{ecing the Regularity of the Briti/o Theatres, 
which he does not only copy, that many who 
have feen both, find the Colours and Drapiery 
fo ftrong, that at thisDiftance, it ftandsin equal 
Goodnefs to the Original. 
To this Gentleman, we owe the Decency 
that has been long wanting on the Hibernian 
Stege ; a Difficulty, no one Perfon could have 
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- fyrmounted but himfelf; and tho’ Merit does 
not always meet its proper Reward, yet the 
Seeds of Flowers and Roots he had planted 
and fown in this Theatrical Garden, flourifh 
- fweet and amiable, and like a Mafter in the 
_ Art, Reward follows his Pains and Judgment 
in Culture. 

The Unmeritorious pafs unobferved, while 
| Merit is commonly the Butt for Envy to 
empty her whole Quiver of Poifon’d Ar- 
rows at, yet they generally fall fhort of their 
intended Mark, I fhall leave this Gentleman 
to his profperous arid deferved Succefs, with 

the Charaéter of Exvy drawn by the inimitable. 
Pen of Mr. Pope. 


Envy, will Merit, as its Shade purfue, 

But like the Shadow proves the Subfiance too, 
For envy’'d Wit, like Sol eclips’d makes known; 
Tb” oppofing Body’s Grofene/s, not its own ; 
When firft that Sun’s too powerful Beams difplays: 
It draws up Vapours which obfcure its Rays :. 
But even thofe Clouds at laft adorn its Wayy. 
Reflect? new Glories, and augment. the. Day. 


Mr. LUKESPARKS. 


ER. Sparks was born in this Kingdoms. 
and has by inceflant Attention to the 
Drama, arrived to be a well efteemed Perfon: 
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in the Bufinefs of the Theatre, and there are 
many capital Parts in the Compafs of his Pow- 
er, that he may be accounted a Perfon in the 
higheft fecond Clafs: I have feen him bear 
up the Burden of a leading Part, to pleafe the 
Audience without thinking of a better to ftand 
in his Place. He is equally ufeful in the 
Buskin and Sock, and has the Advantage of a 
good Perfon and Voice, joyn’d to an excellent 
Study. He is efteem’d an excellent Oecono- 
mift, which may be accounted a very valuable 
Difpofition in the Lheatrical World. There 
is fomething in the very Science of the Stage. 
that urges on to pleafurable Expence, I knew 
a Gentleman that called London the Body of 
Pleafure, and the Theatre the Heart. 

Mr. Sparks is now in London, at the Foun- 
tain of Theatrical Erudition, and I make no 
doubt from his good Senfe, at his Return to 
his native Country, he will meet with the pro- 
per Efteem his Merit deferves. All, or moft 
People find Satisfaction in Novelty, and a long 
Pofleffion of the beft Things fink in their Va- 
lue. 


°Tis Novelty that brightens all our Soys, 
Even Beauty's Self by long Poffefion cloys, 
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Mr. Isaac SParkKs. 


y 


HER Eare many Parts that become the 
Figure of thisPerfon,which is of a fuperior 
_ Heighth, and Nature has beftowed upon him a th 
Vein of Humour, that gives Satisfa&tion to the | 
_ Audience. I have not feen him A& fince his 
Return to his native Country; but I am in- 
_ formed by very good Judges, that he performs 
the Chara&ter of Sir Sampfon Legend in Love 
| for Love to the utmoft PerfeCtion, with many 
Characters of that Caft, which will prove al- 
moft as ufeful in a Theatre as a Hero, or a 
Lover. 


"®True Merit with magnetic Impulfe draws 4 
A willing Contribution of Applaufe. 1 


Mr. CHARLESSTORER, | 


: 
f 
AS born in England, in the Town of 
Lancaffer, His ftrong Inclination for | | 
_ the Stage led him early to try his Fortune 
there, where he has fucceeded very well. His | 
good Underftanding keeps him within the ; 
Bounds of his own Power, which is the ready 
Road, never to meet with Difpleafure. I think i 
. | his 
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his Talent leads him to old Men in Comedy, 
and the artificial Wrinkles in his Face feem to 
content him beft, which is fomething fingular 
with young Perfons in a Theatre ; for to ap- 
pear pretty Fellows is generally the Aim of all 
young Attempters in the Theatrical Province. 
I have feen him give great Satisfaction in Go- 
mex in the Spanifo Fryar, Forefight in Love for 
Love, with other Parts of the fame Caft; and 
whac, in my Opinion fhews the Strength of his 
Judgment is, that he was fome Years before he 
entered into any eftablifh’d Theatre, therefore 
he has followed the beft Guide, Nature, which 
is ever fure to be right. 


Good Senfe and Nature are not form’d ly Art, 
But {pring from fecret Movements of the Heart. 


Mrs. STORER (formerly Mifs 
CLARK) 


Ecommends hefelfiby her amiable Per- 

fon, good Nature, and her excellent 

{weet harmonious Manner in Singing; there= 
fore fhe is too much defired to fhow her Excel- 
lence that Way to perform many {peaking 
Parts, but where her exalted ‘Talents is requi- 
red, and then whatever fhe fays, or fings thus 
properly introduced, fhe doubly Charms. I 


fhall end with four Lines of a Poem on Rase- | 


lagh 
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Jagh Gardens, written laft Summer in London. 


Then Storer--with her fweet enchanting Strains, 

Steals to our Hearts, and o'er owr Senfes reigns ; 
With ravife’d Ears, we bear the pleafing Sounds, | 
And heav’nly Foys the vaulted Roof refounds. 


GEORGES WAN, Efq; 


‘J Sa Gentleman of a good Family, born in 
I England. Wewas made Manager of the 
Play-houfe in Aungier-ffreet, which Ithink was 
a difficult Attempt for a Gentleman, almoft a 
Stranger to the Affairs of a Theatre. It isave- 
ry thinking Task, and a Perfon of Pleafure { 
muft either drop his Purfuits of that Kind, or ; 
fink in the boifterous Waves, which will ree 
quire all his Time and Art, to fteer his Veffel i 
right: As well may a Country Gentleman, who | 
never faw the Sea, by Intereft take the Com- 
mand of a Firfte-Rate Man of War. However i 
this Perfon by a genteel Behaviour, accompa- | 
ny’d wich Affability, joyned with good Na- | 

ture, gained the Efteem of every one. He 

played feveral Parts with a delicate Decency. " 

A Perfon of Diitinétion asked an A@or his O- tT 
pinion of Mr, Swan’s Performance, replied, He i 

played very well as a Gentleman, The Perfon ! 

returned, [ fbould be very glad to fee you play { 

like one with all my Heart. 
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I have heard Mr. Swan has efpoufed a Lady 
of confiderable Fortune in England (g), which 
he may know how to ufe to the beft Advan- 
tage, but the Management of a Jheatre was 
a Task too hard for him. 


As well may Readers turn rever{e the Book, 
Or reap the Harveft with a Pruning-hook. 


creer Cn 


Mr. JOHN THURMOND, 


AS an AGor of Repute in this King- 

dom about thirty Years paft, and 

ftood in many capital Parts, being then a Sha- 

rer in old Smock-Alley Theatre with Mr. Tho- 
mas Elrington, &c. 

To let you fee, how formerly, even Tragedy 
Heroes were now and then put to their Shifts, 
V'lltell you a fhort Story, that befel Mr. Thur- 
mond, s 

It was a Cuftom at that Time for Perfons of 
the Firft Rank and DiftinGtion, to give their 
Birth-Day Suits to the moft favour’d ACtors. 
I think Mr. Thurmond was honoured by Genes 
ral Ingoldsby with his. But his Finances being 
at the laft Tide of Ebb, the rich Suit was put 


(g) I have been informed this Gentleman had a con- 
fiderable Poft at Cape-Breton: If it be true, the Dura- 
tion of his Office (now Peace is concluded) may not laft 
him longer, than the Government of the Theatre. 
in | 
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in Buckle (a Cant Word for Forty in the Hun- 


dred Intereft) ; one Night, Notice was given 
_ that the General would be prefent with the 
| Government at the Play, and all the Performers 


on the Stage, were preparing to drefs out in 
the Suits prefented: The Spoufe. of Fobnay 
(as he was commonly called) try’d all her Arts 
to perfuade Mr. Ho/dfa/t the Pawnbroker (as 


| it fell out bis veal Name) to let go the Cloaths 


for that Evening to be return’d when Play was 
over; but all Arguments were fruitlefs, nothing 


but the Ready, or a Pledge of full equal Value, 


Such People would have defpis’d a Demo/thenes 
or a Cicero with all their Rhetorical Flourifhes 
if their Oratorian Gowns, had been in pledge. 
Well! what muft be done? the whole Family 


in Confufion, and all at their Wits-End. Dif- 


erace with her glaring Eyes, and extended 
Mouth ready to devour. Fatal Appearance! 
at laft Jimny the Wife (that is Winnifrede) 
put on a compos’d Countenance (but alas ¢ with 
a troubled Heart) ftep’d to a neighbouring T’a- 
vern, and befpoke a very hot Negus to comfort 


 Fohnay in the great Part he wasto perform that 


Night, begging to have the filverTankard with 


the Lid, becaufe as fhe faid, @ Covering, and 
the Vehicle Silver would retain Heat longer than 
any other Mettle. ‘The Requeft was comply’d 


| with, the Negus carry’d to the Play-houfe pi- 


| 


ping Hot--pop’d into a vile earthen Mug,--the 


| Tankard L’argent travelled Jvcog under her A- 


pron (like the Per/ias Ladies veil’d) pop’d into 
the Pawnbrokers Hands, in exchange for the 
Sits 
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Suit, put on, and play’d ics Part, wich the -reft 
of the Wardrobe ; when -its Duty was over, 
carry d back to remain in its old Depofirory-- 
the Tankard return’d. the right Road, and 
when the Tide flowd with its Lunar In- 
fluence, the ftranded Suit, was wafted into fafe 
Harbour again, after paying a little for dry 
Docking, which was all the Damage receiv’d. 
Mr. Zhurmond died in London, when he was 
one of the Company in Drury-Lane Theatre, a 
merry good Natur’d Companion to the laft. 


Thus Woman's Wit, (tho fome account it Evil) 
With artful Wyles can over-reach the Devil, 


Mrs. THURMOND. 


ER maiden Name was Lewis, born of 
reputable Parents at Epfom in Surrey. 
Sne was marty’d to Mr. Fohn Thurmond the 
Son of the above-mentioned» He is a Perion of 
a clean Head and a clear Heart, and inherits 
the Mirth and Humour of his late Father. 
Mrs. Thurmond has an amiable Perfon and 
good Voice, wifely leaving the Buftle and Bu- * 
finefs of the Stage, in her full, and ripe Per- 
formance, and at that Time, left behind her 
but few that excell’d her. Mr. Thurmond con- 
trivd may profitable Pantomimes for the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, and was e- 
{teemed 


| 
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fteemed formerly a very good Stage Dancer, 
but left the Practice before it left him. 


The flowery Bloom of May adorus the Stage : 
We fhed our Luftre in declining Age. 

But, yet how few obferve the lab’ring Ant, 
To fave a Winter-Store, when moft they want. 


Mr. VANDER BANK, 


Ww S born in England in the Year 1684. 
his Father came originally from Holland. 
Mr. Vanderbank was brought up in the Sea- 
Service, but not liking that inconftant Element, 
he embarked on a Trading Theatre in Eng- 
land tor fome time, till he made a Voyage to 
this Kingdom,where he has remained thefe two 
and thirty Years. He was, as Shake/pear fays, 
Sunk in the Vale of Years, when I arrived here 
in 1745, and has not performed many Parts 
fince that Time, but I am inform’d both he, 
and Mrs. Vanderbauk, ftood in high Efteem, 
formerly ; but they have both left the Stage 


fome time. 


Declining Age, to fprightly Youth gives Place, 
As thefe muft do the next Lheatric Race. 
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Mr BENJAMINVICToOR, 


Might have, in one Refpe€t, omitted this 

Gentleman, as he only performed for his 
own Diverfion. But as few Perfons that are 
not protefs’d Actors, know better as I may fay, 
the Dignity of the Theatre than him{elf, I hope 
he will excufe this mentioning him ro the Pub- 
lic. He -was bred. in Lowdona, had a genteel 
Education, and from a juft Way of Thinking, 
and Acting, has improv’d his Merics. Tho’ he 
does not make Poetry his Profeffon, yet 1 have 
feen feveral correét little Poems of his. As he 
has wrote many agreeable Pieces that have ne- 
ver come to the Prefs, I hall beg Leave, asa 
Tafte, to give one that has, 


A CACM TeAdccus, 


Performed at the Ca/fle of Dublin the a1f of 
Jantary 1747-8, the Birth- Day of his Royal 
Highnefs FrepeRicK,: Prince of WALES. 
Ser to Mufic by Mr, Dubourg. 


Recet.7 T the foft captivating Strains 
Of Swelling Harmony begin : 
Tn tuneful Numbers let the Swains 
Great Harrington’s Attention wia: 
Hibernia 
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Hibernia pleasd will liften to the Lay 

| That welcomes in our Frederick’s natal Day! 

| Air. Hail! Day of Hope! O Prince renown'd ! 

: Belov’d! with evry Virtue crown’d! 
Envich’d with Merit in thy eavlieft Youth, 
Friend to the Friends of Liberty andTruth! 
The focial Titles, all ave thine 
They make the Great Illuftrious fhine ! 

The Mufe can with Delight commend, 
The Husband, Father,and theFriend, DaCap. 


| Recer. Ne’er hall corrodingCaves his Breaft intrude, 
: For fuch can no Admiffion find 

Within the bright unblemifo’d Mind, 

That knows the Foys of heavenly Solitude, 


Duet.There, happy, free from public Strife , 
He taftes the Sweets of private Life ; 
Bleft with Augufta; and her Race i 
With xhom our Hopes and “foys encreafe ; ' 
Future Sceptres they foall weild, 
Shine in Courts and grafp the Shield. DaCap. 


Chorus. Live Frederick! live to teach their Youth 
: How to Rule where Freedom reigns ; 

: More thaw Crowns to value Truth, 

: And bind fierce Tyranny in Chains. 


This Gentleman has ufher’d two little Pieces 
on the Stage, one’ a Pafforal, the other the 
Mock Pilgrim, altered into one Act from a 
Comedy of Beaduont and Fletcher, I 
INIIG U 2 Mrs. i 


SRP IM TR 
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Mrs. VincenT (formerly 
ée Mifs Bin KS.) 


W HEN I left England feven Years ago, 

was a very promifing young Adtrefs, and 
I am informed trom thofe that have feen her on 
the Stage here, that fhe is greatly improved ; 
which 1 am apt to believe from the Judgment 
of the Manager, who would certainly give the 
beit Parts to the beft Performers. *is the In- 
tereft of ajl Theatrical Managers to perform e- 
very Thing in the beft Manner; to do other- 
wife, would be hurting themfelves. 


That Teacher might be juftly.call’d a Fool, 
Who plac’d a Dunce in his firft Clafs at School. 


RopERTWIULKs, Eig; 


fh H E Anceftors of this moft excellent Co- 
median, were feated many Ages in an 
affluent Inheritance at Brom/grove (h) in Wor- 


(h) Brom/grove is one of the chief Tradiug Towns in 
the County for the fineft Broad-Cloaths, containing a- 
bout 500 well built Houfes on the Brink of tbe River 
Salwarp, 93 meafur’d Miles from London. 

cefterfhire, 
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cefterfbive, where moft of the chief Inhabitants 


bear the Name of Wiiks. 

The Grandfather, of our excellent Comedian 
(Judge Wilks) in the Civil Wars, rais’d a 
‘Troop of Horfe, at his own Expence, forthe 
Service of the unfortunate King Charles the 
Firft, which was commanded by Colonel Wilks, 
Brother to the Judge, and great Uncle to our 
Comedian. | 

In that unnatural War, the Family fuffered 
greatly by Rapine, and Perfecution, which was 
the main Motive that fent Edward Wilks, Efq; 
with his Wife and the fhatter’d Remains of an 
ample Fortune, to Dublin for the Sesurity of 
his Perfon, €9¢. 

Our great Comedian was born at Rathfarn- 
ham near Dublin, inthe Year 1670. _ His Fa- 
ther gave him a genteel’ Education. He wrote 
an excellent fine mafterly Hand, with fuch Cee. 
lerity, that was furprifing. His Genius. re- 
commended him to Secretary Southwell, who. 
confirm’d him one of his Clerks when eighteen. 
Years of Age. 

His firft Inclination to the Theatre proceed=- 
ed from the Praifes of Mr. Richards then. an 
A&or on the Dublin Stage. Mr. Rickards: 
lode’d near Mr. Wks, and being intimate with. 
each other, he ufed to hold the Book of the. 
Play, to hear. if Richards was perfect in» the. 
Part he was then ftadying. Mr. Ws ufed toy 
read the introductive Speeches, with fuch. pro-. 
per Emphafis, Cadence, and all the various. Pai- 
Gons, that the Encomiums given by Mr. As-- 

Uz shards, 


-~ Sa eS —- 
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chards; ‘began to fire his Mind for the Drama. 
It was withowery little Perfuafion he ventured 
to act privately the Co/one/ in the Spanifh Fryar 
at Mr. A/bbury’s the enfuing Chrifimas, where 
he received fuch Approbation from that great 
Matter, that confirm’d his Intention. 

The firft Part he played on the Theatre, was 
Othello, with the utmoft Applaufe, and as he 
told me, pleafed all but himfelf. He went on 
with great Succefs for two Years, when his 
Friend Mr. Richards (i) advifed him to try his 
Fortune in Eagland, and gave him Letters of 
Recommendation to Mr. Betterton, who re- 
ceived him! very kindly, and enter’d him at 
Fifteen Shillings a Week. 

His firft Appearance on the Englifh Stage, 
was in the Part of the young Prince in the 
Maid’s Tragedy, a very infignificant Chara@ter, 
requiring little more than an amiable Figure. 
Mr. Bettertom performed Melantius; but when 
that -véreraw Actor came to addrefs him on the 
Battlements, to excufe himfelf for the Death of 
the King in the Play, Mr. Wilks affirmed -to 
me, that'the Dignity of Mr. Betterton ftruck 
him with fuch an Awe, that he had much to 


‘do}’to utter the little he had to fay. Mr. Bet- 


terton'obferving his Confufion, faid to him, 
Young Man, this Bear does not ill become you; @ 
Hore that fets out at the Strength of his Speed 
will joon be jaded, 

(i) Mr. 4Bbury inform’d me, that Mr. Richards was 
a very good Aétor both in Tragedy and Comedy, but 
not, over happy in his perfonal Appearance. 
ia wy. ; How- 
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However, Mr. Wilks foon fhook off his Ap- 
prehenfions, and began to rife in the Efteem 
of the Audience, and better Parts gained him 
a better Sallary. | 

He often affifted Mr. Harris (an eminent 
DancingsMafter, at that Time) in teaching 
his Scholars, and by his genteel Addrefs, gain- 
ed the Affection of a young Lady, Daughter to 
Ferdinand Kuapton, E{q, Steward of the New 
Foreft, in Hamp/bire, and by the Confent of 
the Father, were joyn’d in Wedlock. By this 
Gentlewoman, he had one Son and Daughter, 
the Son died in his Youth. The Daughter was 
married to Captain ‘Price (k), to whom he 
made up a Fortune of a Thoufand Pounds. 

Mr. Wilks’s Finances did not well anfwer 
the State of an increafing Family, prefs’d for 
an Addition to his Sallary, which every Perfon 
but the Manager thought he deferved ; but his 
Requeft was not complied with. 

Mr. Afbbury in Ireland, hearing of his Dif- 
content, came over on Purpofe to engage him. 
He agreed with Mr. W/ks for Sixty Pounds a 
Years, and a clear Benefit, which in thofe 
Times was much more than any other Actor 
ever had. When he went to take his Leave of 
Mr. Bettertoun, the Manager was with him. 
That great Actor exprefled fome Concern at 
his leaving the Company. “ I fancy (faid Mr. 


(k) Mrs, Price did not furvive her Marriage above a 
Twelvemonth. She expired Childlefs in the Year 1712, 
the zoth Year of her Age, rf 

; : “ Bete 
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‘©. Bettertom)that Gentleman (pointing to the 
| Managet)idf:he has not too much Obftinacy 
“to owfeidt;> will be the firft thar repents your 
“ parting, forif I forefee aright, you wiil be 
* greatly wanted here”. 
Mr. Wilks told-me this Speech gave him ins 
finite Pleafare Land made him refolve to fearch 
into himfelf to find out, what Mr. Betterton’s 
known Jadgment feemed to promife he might 
find. Praife from an Adept in ‘any Science 
will excite Emulation, and with fome People 
do more than Reward. From this time, Mr. 
Wilks crew more affidious, and thought every 
Moment loft, that was not laid out upon his 
Studies, till he arrived at that fupreme Excel- 
lence, even now remembered by innumerable 
Judges of the Drama. 

It was not long before the prophetic Words 
of Mr, Betterton were fufilled. For the unfor- 
tunate Death of Mountford (1) was the Sick- 


(1) Mr. William Mountford was accounted an excellent 
Comedian, and Mr. Wi/ks often confefs’d, he was the 
Glafs that he ever adjufted himfelf by. 

Mr. Mountford was bafely murder’d by a Thruft thro’ 
the Back, while a falfe Friend held him. in. his Arms 
with. a treatcherous Embrace in Norfolk-fireet in the 
Strand in the Year 1692. He was the Author of the 
following: Plays: 

1, Injur’d Love, or the Ambitious Father, a Trage- 
dy 1688. 

2. The Succefsful Stangers, a Comedy, 1690. 

3, Greenwich Park, a Comedy, 1691. 

4. The-Life and Death of Dr. Fauffus, 1691. 

With the Humours of Harleguin and Scaramouch, an 
Entertainment of three Acts. 
nefs. 
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nefs of all their genteel Comedies, till his Parts 
could be fupplied. Mr. Wilks, therefore;wasim- 
mediately fent to with Propofals of Four Pounds 
a Week, which was a Sallary’ equal’to “Mr. 
Betterton, This was too advantageous an Offer 
to be refufed, therefore he prepared for his 
Journey privately. Mr. d/bbury was fo unwil- 
ling to part with him, that he procured an 
Order from the Duke of Ormond (then. Lord 
Lieutenant) to prevent his going ; but a’ par 
ticular Friend giving him timelyNotice,he went 
fecretly to Hoath, where a Boat waited to con- 
vey him on Board, and he landed fafe in Ezg- 
land, 

The firft Part he perform’d of Mowntford’s 
was ‘Palamede (m) in Dryden’s Marriage Ala. 
mode, aComedy, with fuch extraorditary Sauce 
cefs, as he often faid, ic made him almoft mad 
with Joy! I need fay no more of his’ Progrefs 
in Succefs, than that he failed in the full Tide 
of Fortune, till he arrived fately, to reign un- 
rivalled to his Death. | 

And as a Reward for his great Merit, he was 
joyn’d in the Patent granted: by Queen Anne 
in the Year 1709. He was alfo Mariager of the 
whole, and I fhall not take from the Merit of 
others, when I fay from his fole Directions, 
the Stage gained new Lite, and Reward _fol- 
lowed the Induftry. For: a» continued -Courfe 


(m) Mr. Cibber has from this Play of Marriage Ala- 
mode, and the Comedy Part of Secret Love, or, the Maz- 
den Queen, compounded (with fome Ingredients of. his 
own) an excellent Comedy called the Comical Lowers: ¢ 

be Seroeeintisg 193 08 
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of the three Managers for more than twenty 
Years, the Stage was in full Perfe€tion, their 
Gteen-Rooms'(n)’were free from Indecencies 
of every Kind, ‘and might juftly be compared 
to the moft elegant Drawing-Rooms of the 
Prime Quality; no Fops or Coxcombs ever 
fhowed their Monkey Tricks there, but if they 
chanced to thruft in, were aw’d into Refpe&; 
even Perfons of the firft Rank and ‘lafte of both 
Sexes, would often mix with the Performers 
without any Stain to their Honour or Under- 
ftanding; and indeed Mr. W%/ks was fo genteely 
elegant in his Fancy of Drefs for the Stage, 
that he was often followed in his Fafhion, tho’ 
inthe Street, his Plainnefs* of Habit was re- 
markable. 7 

In March 1713-14, Mrs. Wilks (0) left this 


(n) Green-Rooms are the Chambers where the prin 
cipal Performers retire, till they are called to their En- 
trances where they are to go on the Stage, 

(o) Mrs. Wilks was interr’d in the Church of Covent- 
Garden, with the following Infcription. on her Tomb, 
wrote by her Husband. 

Beneath this Marble 

Lies Elizabeth Wilks, late Wife to, Robert Wlks, 
of this Parifh, 4xent, «1 

The Purity of her Mind, which appear’dyin all the 
Duties of a virtuous Life, made her.a good Wife; 
Daughter, Mother, ,and:Friend. 
Her Affection was. like her. Piety, 
Conftant, as unfeigned. to her Jaft Moment. 
In Memory of her Virtues, 
This Monument was erected by. her Husband. 
She died the a1ft of March 1713-14, in the 42d Year. 


of her Age, . 
World 
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World to the inconfolable Sorrow, of her wor 
thy Husband: He continued, unmarried -up= 
wards of feven Years. In. the..mean time, -he 
renewed his Acquaintance.with Mrs.. B//, Re= 
lict of Charles Fell, Elg; of an antient Family 
in Lancafhire, and married her..) This Gentle- 
Woman’s maiden Name was. Brow, of a repu- 
table Family in Suffex (p) 

Mr. Wilks’s Excellence in Comedy, was ne- 
ver once difputed, but the beft Judges extol 
him for the different Parts in Tragedy, -as 
Hamlet, Caftalio in the Orphan, Ziphares. in 
Mithridates, Edgar in King Lear, Norfolk in 
the Albion Queen, Piercy in Anna Bullen, Ear} 


(p) I hall relate an unfortunate Accident concerning 
John Brown, Efg; the Father of Mr. Wilés’s fecond 
Wife, which he informed me of. This Gentleman li- 
ved near Spo/monden in Kent, on a handfome Eftate. He 
took great Delight in Shooting. One Day he went out 
with his Servant to his ufual Diverfion, they {prung 
fome Game that flew over a neigbouring Hedge ; he or- 
der’d his Servant to follow and obferve them on the o- 
ther Side, while he would take care on the Side where 
he was. The Hedge was of great Extent, and Mr. 
Brown went flowly by the Side in Expe@ation of the 
Game ; at lait they came, and he fir’d. The Servant 
on the other Side of the Hedge did the fame, and une 
fortunately fhot his Mafter in the Face only with two 
Grains of Shot; but alas! one in each Eye, that for 
ever deprived him of Sight! Yet Mr. Wilés. inform'’d 
me, he was as chearful a Gentleman as ever he convers’d 
with, and would lead him to every particular Fruit-tree 
in ‘is large Garden, and nominate the Fruit they bore, 
and that veryServant the innocentGuilty, as he call’d him, 
liv’d with him at the Time I received this Account from 
Mr. Wilks. 

of 
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of Effex, Shore, Macduff, Monefes in Tamer = 
lane, Faffeir in Venice Preferv’d, and a count- 
le{s Catalogue of other Parts in Tragedy,which 
he was allowed to perform in their full Per- 
fe€tion, 

He was not only perfect in every Part he 
acted, but in thofe that were concerned with 
him in every Scene, which often prevented 
Mittakes. 

But iet me have Recourfe to other Pens for 
his Excellencies. One writes thus: 

« No fooner had Mr. Wilks left the Hiber- 
“ ian Stage, and appeared onthe Briti/h, but 
“that finking Theatre raifed its drooping 
<¢ Head ; and what was reckon’d almoft a 
«¢ Scandal to belong to, has ever fince been by 
« that great Man’s Management, and Juftice, 
« raifed to the greateft Theatre in the Uni- 
< verfe. Female Tatler, 

“© The Perfon and Behaviour of Mr. Wks, 
‘¢ in the Part of Ejfex, has no fmall Share in 
 conducing to the Popularity of the Play. 
“ Tatler, No. 14. Vol. 1. 

“© This Performance (The rip to the Fubil- 
« Jee) is the greatelt Inftance that we can have 
« of the irrefiftable Force of proper Action. 
“Mr. Wilks enters into the Part with fo much 
« Skill, that the Gallantry, the Youth, and 
« ‘Gaiety of a young Man of a plentiful For- 
¢ tune is look’d upuh with as much Indulgence 
* on the Stage, as in real Life. Zatler No. 19. 

In the Preface to the fame Piay, the Au- 


thor fays: “ When ever the Stage has the | 
. Mil- | 
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« Misfortune to lofe Mr. W/ks, that Wildair 
“¢ may go to the Fabillee. 

In the Preface to the Stratagem, the Author 
ends thus : ‘© The Reader may find fomeFaults 
“ in this Play, which my IlInefs prevented 
© the amending of ; but there is great Amends 
“ made in the Reprefentation, which cannot 
© be matched, no more than the friendly and 
¢ indefatigable Care of Mr. Wilks, to whom | 

“ chiefly owe the Succefs of the Play. 

Here is enough faid to illuftrate the perfonal 
Qualifications of this Gentleman asan Actor, 
therefore let me attempt to delineate his Mind. 

His Purfe was ever open to proper Objects 
of Charity, and I have often feén Lears in his 
Eyes at the Relation of “any Misfortune 
that befel others. He was ever the firft 
Propofer in any joint Charity from the ‘Thea- 
trical Stock, and I am convinced has often pree 
vailed upon their unwilling Liberality. His 
Care of the Orphan Daughters of Mr. Farquhar, 
by giving them feveral BenefitPlays, continued 
to the lait of his Days, and in lofing him, they 
have in Reality loft a Father, but I hope his 
conftant Stream of Bounty ‘has placed them a- 
bove Want. In fhort his private Acts of Cha- 
rity are Numberlefs. I fhall add one in par- 
ks gar ode : | 

A Gentleman; a Native of Ireland, whofe 
Name is Smith, who received a:liberal Ednca- 
tion in Lriaity-College, Dublin, brought.a Tra- 
gédy to the Managers of the Theatre-Royal in 

_Drury-Lane for theit Approbation;~ the Play 
| », « | was 


nw 
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was readand return’d,withDefire to make fome 
Alterations for the nextSeafon. This poftponing 
but ill agreed with ourAnthor’s Circumitances, 
that loudly called for a fpeedy Supply. Mr. 
Wilks knowing the ill State of his Finances, 
dought a Night of his Brother Managers, and 
gave it to Mr. Smith fora Benefit. Yet he 
did not think that fufficient, but ufed all his 
Intereft to make it truly a Benefit, and put a 
hundred Guineas clear in the Author’s Pocket, 
with which he took Leave of his Benefactor, 
and the Mufes, imbarked for Ho//and, where 
he put himfelf under the Tuition of the great 
Borebave at Leyden, and in time profited fo 
well, that his great Mafter of Medicine fent 
him to Petersburgh, at the Requeft of the Cza- 
rind, where at his firft Arrival a handfome Pen- 
fion was fettled upon him. I have feen feveral 
Letters from this Gentleman to Mr. W%/ks, a 
Copy of one, I procured from his Widow, 
which I fhall give as a Note for the Singnlari- 


ty of it (q). ph 
This 


(q) Petersburgh, Fan. 7.0.5. 


My dear Friend, 

; I Received yours with inexpreflible Pleafure by Cap- 
** tain Paw/er with the Books. How fhall 1 thank 
“you? butno Matter. You defire 1 would give you an 
* Account of myfelf. Tam at this Inftant, alone in my 
« Chamber wrapt up to my Nofe in Furrs, before a Wood 
‘ Fire that might ferve you in the Street for a Night of 
‘ Rejoycing ; (for Stoves I do not ufe) on my Right of 
* the Table, my Ink and Paper, on the Left a patil 
S09 
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This great and good Man continued to - 
Charm, till the laft of his performing* on the 
Stage. He left this World the 27th of Septem- 
ber 1732, and 1 mutt declare 1 have not yet 
feen his Equal in Comedy. His difconfolate 
Widow caufed the following Infcription to be 

X 2 put 


‘of good Nantz, tho’ I’m no Sot; and yet the Moon 
‘ and Stars fhine bright, without a Cloud large enough to 
“cover a Tragedy Plume. When Day appears, I mutt 
‘fee it with a Candle, for my Windows will be covered 
‘with a cold Coat of Froft, more of a thick Sub/ance 
‘than the Glafs, and yet it is not three to one, but To- 
‘ morrow’s Sun’s fhort Progrefs, will uncloath ’em, and 
‘leave ’em ftark naked again. If I were to appear be- 
‘fore you, fafhionably Dreft, you would take me for a 
‘ Ruffian Bear, 1 am fo clumfely Befurr’d, not only froz 
© Top to Toe (as Hamlet fays) but Head and Feet. 

«TI have Pra@tice more than I defire this cold, cold 
< Weather, and well paid. APhyfician to theCrown here, 
© never wants Practice. I was fent for Yefterday tea Man 
‘ that had been dead fome Hours, a Nobleman’s Servant, 
¢ froze toDeath behind hisMafter’s S/ed; but I left him to 
‘be bury’d (firft receiving my Fee, anda Pint Glafs of 
‘ Brandy) for I am not Holy enough to work Miracles. 

‘I havea good Stomach, and eat and drink well. 
‘Here is no want of any Thing, but Warmth in our 
“long Winter, and Coolnefs in our fhort Summer, be- 
‘ing many Degrees different from you in both. How- 
‘ever we have our Winter Fires, and Summer fhady 
‘ Groves and Bowers. I have ferved my Time to the 
‘ Language of the Country, and it is now become my 
‘Servant. My Royal Miftrefs isa good plump round- 
‘ fac’d Lady, and does me the Honour to ask me fome 
‘ Queftions, now we underftand each other. Were you 
‘here, you would have but a {mall Share in Amours ; 
> Love goes by Weight in Ru/fia, and thofe that thrive 
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Hi put on his Monument in St. Pauls, Covent- 
‘iy Garden (r), with the Arms of the W/ks’s Fa- 
i mily, which are three Rofes, anda Rofe for the 
Creff. His fecond Wite lies alfo in the fame 
Vault, lately deceafed. 


Near this Place 
(Ia hopes of a happy Refurreétion) 
Lyes the Body off RoBert WixXxs, Ea; 
One of the Pateutees of his Majefty’s Theaire. 
A Man in private Life 


‘in Flefh, fucceed beft. A native Painter would draw 

Venus like an overgrown Hoftefs, and Harper, would 

‘ male an excellent Mars in Piature, lolling at theFeet of 
‘ the fat Cyprian Goddefs: were the wellgrown Bear here, 

‘he would be Bojar (or Lord) at his firft Landing, My 

* greateft Task is to keep {ober amongft a Nation of 

‘ Drunkards, Captain Paw/et will bring you a few 

‘ Furrs, with a {mall Quantity of Ermin, the Produ& of 
‘ Raffia. Were fettled in Greenland I fhould do the 

‘fame, and land you a Whale, or aWhite Bear. You 

‘ will receive them without any other Weight but them- 

‘felves, But who gave me thefe Furrs¢ this Affluence ¢ 

‘this Royal Miftrefs? this happy Situation? A Man 

‘ juft of your Age, and Stature If you can’t find him 

‘ out, ask my dear and worthy Friend Sir Harry Wildair, 
‘ and tell him at the fame time the Grain was his, and. 
‘ the Reaper with the Crop, fhall ever be at his Com-: 
‘mand, &c, 

(r) This fuperexcellent Comedian, by his own Re. 
queft, was interr’d at 12 o’ Clock at Night, to avoid O- 
ftentation. Yet to pay his Memory the greateft Honour 
that was ever done to a Subject, the Gentlemen of the 
Choir belonging to the King’s Chapel, came voluntary, 
and performed am Anthem prepared for the folemn Oc- 


cafion, 
For 


Lal 
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For many amiable Qualities, juftly efteemed ; 
In Public univerfally applauded, 
In the fame Vault, 
(United again in Death) 

Lyes his beloved, and loving Wife, Mary, 
Daughter of John Brown, Eq; of Spelmonden 
In the County of Kent, 

Reli# of Charles Fell, E/g; of Swarthmore-hall 
Ia Lancathire. 

An affectionate Wife, and indulgent Mother, 
A kind Miftrefs, and a faithful Friend : 
Her charitable Difpofition to the Poor, 
Was at all times extended to the utmoft of 
Her ‘Power, 

And flowed from a Heart fenfibly affetted 
With Compaffion, and Benevolence. 


There is no Ifue left of this excellent Man to 
perpetuate hisMemory, but his good Deeds will 
laft for ever. I fhall finifh with two Lines of a 
Poem wrote upon his Death. 


Farewell! O born with ev'ry Art to pleafe ! 
Politenefs, Grace, Gentility, and Eafe, 
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Me. HENRY WOODWARD -X 


where he received a gentee] Education.. 
He is a very thriving Comedian ; and a very 


Q) x 3, —~ ,¢ F . z 


Vi 7 AS born in the Year 1717, in Loadon, 
I 
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peaceable Mimic, for he never ftrikes firft, but if 
he receives the firft Blow, he generally returns 
it with double the Strength of his Adverfary. 
He is an excellent Harlequin, and has what 
moft of the motley-coat Gentry want, an ex- 
cellent Head to his Heels; and if his black 
Mask fhould be thrown afide for a whole Age 
(tho’ Leviry will hardly lye fo long obfcured) 
yet as a juft and pleafing Actor in Comedy, he 
can never want Encouragement any where, if 
Theatres are in ufe, joyned to his good Un- 


 derftanding and Pleafantry, his good Nature is 
ever Confpicuous upon all proper Occafions, 


Cool in his Refentments, and Warm in his 
Friendfhips, a Man fit for the World, and the 
World for him, and knows how to look on 
Fortune. 


Fortune a Goddefs is to Fools alone, 
The Wife ave always Mafters of their own, 


Mr. ROBERTWETHERILT. 


H 1S Perfon was born at Stamford in Lin- 
colufbire, in the Year 1708, where his Fa- 

ther and Mother, belonging to a Country Com- 
pany were then Playing. He play’d, as he in- 
form’d me, the Part of the Duke of York in Ri- 
chard the Third, before he could {peak plain ; 
fo that it may be faid, he was born an ee 
C 
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He came with his Mother (who was a well 
efteemed Actre!s at that Time) to Drury- 
Lane, a Boy, where he ihewed his rifing Ge- 
nius, firft in the Part of *Sguire Richard in the 
Provok'd Husband. From thence, he went to 
the Theatre in Goodman’ s- Fields, where he mar 
ry’d the Sifter of Mr. Dennis Delane, then of 
that Theatre. Pei, 

In the Year 1738, he came over into this 
Kingdom, and may be well remember’d, his 
Excellence in feveral Parts of Comedy, having 
not yet been out-done. I cannot avoid men 
tioning a Paflage in the Life of this truly good 
Comedian. 

While he and his Family belong’d to the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, after the Com- 
pany had finifh’d the Seafon of Playing in Lon- 
dow (which generally is the End of May) he, 
with his Father and Mother, went for the Sume 
mer Seafon, to play at feveral Towns in Lin- 
colnfbire (the Cuftom of many of both efta- 
blith’d Theatres) when the Company?were fum- 
mon’d to meet in Loudon the ufual Time, the 
latter End of Auguff, to begin the Winter~ 
Seafon, I received the following fhort Letter. 


Grantham, Auguft the ad. 


SIR, 
M® Wetherilt, and his Wife, beg you 
<- will Excufe them to Mr. Wks ; their 
* Son is at the Point of Death. They beg an 
 Anfwer. Be pleas’d to dire& to your pare 
| ea 
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« ble Servant R. Stukely, Apothecary in Gran- 
‘© tham, Lincolnfhire. 


The Meaning why I mention this Letter is, 
that the Son, the very Night this Letter was 
wrote, in all Appearance, expii’d, was ftripd 
and wath’d, the Bed taken away, and he laid 
{tretch’d on a Mat, with a Bafon of Salt (a com- 
mon Cuftom in Exgland) plaec’d on his Sto- 
mach, the inconfolable Parents remov’d to ate 
other Houfe, and the Coffin brought to the 
Son’s Chamber, the Windows all open. About 
Bight at Night, a Perfon was fent with a 
Light to watch the Corpfe; when fhe open’d 
the Door, the firft Obje&t fhe perceiv’d was 
poor Bob (as he was generally cail’d by his Fa- 
miliars) fitting up, with his Teeth trembling 
in his Head (and well they might) with Cold. 
The Woman in her Fright, drop’d the Candle, 
and {cream’d out, the Devil ! the Devil! This 
Fright alarm’d another Woman below, who 
ran up Stairs to fee what was the Matter. In 
the meantime, Bod, with much ado, had 
made a fhift to get from the Bed, and taking 
up the Candle, which lay upon the Floor un- 
extinguifh’d, was creeping to the Door to call 
for Affiftance, as naked as from the Womb of 
his Mother, which the two Women perceiving, 
with joint Voices repeated again, 4 Ghofi ! a 
Ghoft! the Devil! the Devil! The Matter 
of the Houfe hearing this Uproar, ran himfelf 
to know the Reafon, where poor Bo, the fup~ 
pos’d Devil, and he, foon came to aright Un- 
oo deritanding, 
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derftanding. He was put into a warm Bed, to 
the unfpeakable Joy of his defponding Parents, 
and inten Days after in London (vive voce) told 
me the whole Story of his Death. 

This Accident, when real Death paid him 


a Vific, work’d fo ftrongly upon his forlorn Pas 


rents, that they would not let his Corpfe be 
Coffin’d till five Days after he expir’d. Vain 
Hope! he died in 1743, in the 35th Year of 


his Age. Both his Parents died foon after him. 
Tam forry to end this Account, with faying 


his Company was fo defirable, that he had 
many Trials of Skill with his Conftitution. He 
was bury’d in a very genteel] Manner in the 


Round Church-yard, 


In Tryals of Drinking, pray let me affure ye, 
I never intend to be oxe of the Fury. 


Mr. THOmMas WALKER. 


: ee S Perfon was born in the Year 1700. 


In his Youth he was a very promifing 
Actor, The Part of Charles in the Nonjuror, 
a Comedy founded upon Moliere’s Lartuff, by 
Mr. Cibber, which was perform’d at the Theae 
tre-Royal in Drury-Lane in the Year 1717, 
gave him the firft Eftablifhment as an Ador, 
‘The Applaufe he gain’d from performing the 
‘Part of Mackeath in the Beggar's. Opera, was 
fatal 
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fatal to him. He follow’d Bacchus too atdent- 
ly, in fo much, that his Credit was often 
drown’d upon the Stage, and by Degrees, al- 
moft render’d him Ufelefs. 

He was fuppos’d Author of two Dramatic 
Pieces, viz. the Quaker’s Opera, and a Tragedy 
call’d the Fate of Villainy. This Play he 
brought to Ireland in the Year 1744, and pre- 
vailed on the Proprietors to at it under the 
Title of Love and Loyalty. The fecond Night 
was given out for his Benefit, but not being 
able to pay in Half the Charge of the common 
Expences, the Doors were order’d to be kept 
fhut ; but I remember, few People came to 
ask the Reafon. However, I fear this Difap- 
pointment haften’d his Death, for he furviv'd 
it but three Days, dying in the 44th Year of 
his Age, a Martyr to what often ftole from 
him a good Underftanding. 


He who delights in Drinking out of Seafon, 
Takes wondrous Pains to drown his manly Reafon. 


Mr. THOMAS WRIGHT. 


i H 1S Gentleman was born in the Year 

1707. He is defcended of a good Fa- 
mily, and had a liberal Education. It is with 
fome Concern I fay, he had ovce a good For- 
tune. 


His 
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_ His firft Appearance as an Actor inZondon, 
was with Mr. Giffard at the Theatre in Good- 
man’s-Eields, from whence he remov’d with 
thac Gentleman to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields Thea- 
tre, and from thence he was invited to the 
Uheatre-Royal in Drury-Lane; but receiving 
fome ill Ufage from Mr. Fleetwood then Pa- 
tentee, he came over to this Kingdom in the 
Year 1741, where he appeared to great Ad-~ 
vantage in fevera]l Capital Characters. He af- 


_ terwards went out with a Country Company to 


feveral Parts of this Kingdom, and is now, as 
I am inform’d, Head of a Company of 
Players in England. In my Opinion, his 
Defervings might make him defirable in any 


Regular Theatre, a proper Perfon, pleafing 
Voice, and always perfect in what he per- 


forms, joyned to a good Underftanding to feel 


_ what he fpeaks, 


But various Caufes, various Minds employ: 
Some love to fave, while others wou'd deftroy. 


Mr. MoZEEN, 


A ME too Jate to be lifted in his proper 
Alphabet, yet I think I know enough 


of him, to imagine he is a very improving 
Aor: He has many Requifites that may 
‘make out what I affert for him, a good Perfon 


join’d 
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join’dato a. genteel Education, Judgment, 
Voice;,and Underitanding.. By his Succefs al- 
ready’ (fince rhe; has had but three Years Expe- 
rience) fhews..us a larger Profpe&. of Advan= |_| 
tage. .: 

“He was born in England (tho? of French Ex- 
traction) and (if it is any Honour to him) had 
the much talk’d of: Dr. Heary Sacheveral for a 
Sponfor. 

Mrs.. Mozeen (formerly. Mifs Edwards) 1 
knew: a Child, She {prung up under the Care 
of thar eminent ACtrefs. Mrs. Chive. I. know 
Mrs. Mozeex is an Adept in Moufic, has a 
charming Manner, and,Voice;,if her innate 
Modefty keeps her, back as.an- Actrefs, Time 
may get the better of her Timidity. . Modetty 
may aflume a proper Spirit, when itis aflured 
of being juftly right in what is. undertaken, for 
Virtue has ever Courage, and. is its own 
Guardian. 


Virtue, could fee to do, what Virtue would, 
By her own radiant Light, tho Sun, and Moon 
Were in the flat Sea funk. Milton. 


Mr. JaMESWORSDALE. 


4 ‘HIS facetious Perfon muft not be forgot, 
whofe Performance. as an. AGor,.and-a 


Poet, has often diverted the Town. He. was 
taught 
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taught the Ufe of his Pencil, under that cele- 
brated Painter Sir Godfrey Kneller. 1 do not 
_ pretend to refcue him from the Lafh of a Lady, 
_who has thought fit to correé& him, but this L 
_ know, that 1 have been in his Company, when 
his quick Imagination, has ftruck out fevera] 
Pieces of Humour that have given great Plea- 
| fure in his Manner of Singing. To give one 
| Inftance of it, he and I were together, without 
any other Company, when on the Back of a 
Play-Bill he ftruck out the following Song, for 
| his little Opera, called a Cure for a Scold. 


Vivbo eve to a Wife 
Is link?d for his Life, 

Is plac’d in awretched Condition : 
Tho’ plagu'd with her Tricks 
Like a Blifter fhe fticks, 

And Death is his hip Phy fian 

Poor Man. 

And Death, &c. 


So the Cur who poffe/t 

A Bone of the beft, 
Could lick it, or leave it at Pleafure; 

But, if to bis Tail 

"Tis ty’d, without fail 
He’s harrafs’d and plagw’d without Meafure. 

Poor Cur. 

He’s harrafs'd, &c. 


Now what convinces me of the quick Coinage 
of this Song is, that the laft Stanza was produ- 
Y ced, 
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ced, by the Accident of feeing a Dog run that 
Inftane by the Window, with a Bone ty’d to 
his ‘Tail, followed by a hooting Mob. 

This may certainly be faid of him, that he 
had an inexhaathible Fund: of good Humour, 
good Nature and Generofity, and might have 
had a heavier, Purfe,.if he-had notrbeen fo light 
of Heart.. 1 thall end,with;,two Lines of \his 
own, with very, litle, Variation, : 


May he ever from Duns andfromBailiffs be freed, 
Aud fhake a loofe Leg on, each, Side the Tweed. 


ee ee 


CE ee 


Mr. Jou n Watson 


| Sa Perfon worthy of Imitation, from his 
# Ogcconomy and Behaviour-in privace Lite. 
He belonged to thé Stage from his Youth, firft 
as a ‘Prompter, but many Years as an A&tor : 
Itthedoes:not excel; he’ is -éverndedeht His 
long Continuance in» the Rufinefs, ichas: made 
lim perfect almott in every Character) ardofach 
a Perfon muit be extreamly Ufelulcina Theatre. 


Hebeft can guidea Stranger. in dhe Road; 
Vi/ho oft the maxie Labyrinth has trod. 
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Mr James WiLLiaMs, 


e UST not be’ forgot,’ fince what he 
YB does, he’ dbes’ well, and in my Judg- 
ment, were he pitt forward'in fome Parts in 
Low Comedy, his Execution would not lofe 
him any’ Reputation. In one Ingredient to 
make up a Play, I think him tne beft 1 have 
ever known, that is a Property-Man‘({). 


His bloodlef: Weapons only kill in Feft, 
And thofe that dvink bis Poifous fare the beft. 


Mrs. WOoFFiNGTON. 


T HIS amiable A@refs was born in Dad- 

Jin of reputable Parents, who gave hera 
genteel Education. . Her fprightly Genius led 
herearly tothe Stage, where fhe made a rapid 
Progrefs Her firit Eftablifhment, was in the 
Character of Sir: Harry Wildair in this King- 


({) Property. Man is the Perfon that receives a Bill 
from the Prompter, for what is neceffary in every New 
or Reviv’d Play, as Purfes, Wine, Suppers, Poifon, 
Daggers, Halters, Axes, and many more Implements, 
of Execution, witha Thoufand other. &e, &e. &c. 

Y 2 dom, 
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dom, which» was«the firft Part the:perform’d in 
Covent+Garden Theatre}! and hadiva fuctéffive 
Proorefs: of 1apwardsoof Dwenty) Nights with 
univerfal Applaufe.( The: Manager of thar 
“a heatré having fome Difpute with: her relat~ 
ing to Sallary (as'1 am intorm’d)sdhe engaged 
with the Manager of Drury-Lane, where the 
has reign’d it full Perfeétion ever fince,untival’d 
in the Parts fhe undertakes" 

As Merit too often creates Envy, the lictle 
World the Theatre,is.not,free from it. . This 
agreeable Adtrefs in theoPart bof, Sir. Harry 
coming into the Green-Room, faid:pleafantly, 
In my Confcience, I bettevé half the Men in the 
Houfe take mefor, one of their own Sex. Another 
Agtcels repiy’ds It, may Le, fo,,but in, my, Cou- 
feience!- the other Half.cam convince:them tothe 
Contrary. As the Theatre isithe Fett of other 
People’s Wit, why may they ‘not*find a little 
among themfelves > | 

I.am informed fhe now, fhines jn, feveral.Ca~ 
pital Parts ine Tragedy,iviz. Gleopatra’ in All 

Jor Lowe, “Fane Shore, *Moninua; Califa in the 
Fair “Penitent (t), &c. ; 
I 


»(t)-I fhall mention as my laft Note, an Accident, that 
fell, out at this Play, the firft Seafon it. was perform’d in 
the. Year 1699, which I gather’d from that:Stage Chro- 
nicle, Mr Fohn Bowman. 

Lothario, after he is kill’d by A/tamon? inthe ath Ad 
lies dead»by Proxy in the 5th, raifed on a Bier covered 
with Black by the Rroperty-man, and the Face whitened 
by the Barber, the Coat and Perriwig generally filled by 
onés,ofsthe Dreflers, .Moft of the Capital AQors io 

“ab ; * eftab. 
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IthalbJeave this Lady to.purfuelin her Path 
of Merit where fhe: ftilbleads, ewithojam Epi 


Vogue wrote purely foriber Manner of Speaking ; 
and as Prologiles ant Epilégues are the moft 


difficult Tasks of -botli Sexes on the Stage, It 
is tobe remark’d-but few befides the Capital 


eftablith’d TF heatresy: have! generally a Dreffer to them- 


felves, tho’ they are paidby,the Manager,. to. beweady 

on all Occafions fer Stage Guards, Attendance, Ge. — 
Mr. Powel played Zothario, and one Warren his 

Drefler claimed a Right of lying for his Mafter, and per- 


forming the dead Part of Lathario, which he propofed to 
ad to the beft- Advantage, tho’. Powel was ignorant of 
the Matter. ‘Fhe Fifth,A@.begun,. and went on as.u- 
faal with Applaufe ; but about the Middle of the diftrefs- 
ful Scere, Pore? called aloud for his Man Warren, who 
-as'loudly réplied trom the Bier on the Stage, Here'Sin! 


Ponvel (a8 1 {aid before being ignorant .of the Part his 
Man-was doiliig), repeated without Lofs of Time, Come 
here this Moment\.you Son of a Whore, or I'll break all 
the Bones in your Skin. Warren knew his hafty Temper, 
therefore without any Reply, jump’d off with all” his 
Sables about him; which unfortunately were tyed: faft 


‘te. the. Handlesof the Bier,oand dragg’d: after him. 


Bat this was'not all;:the Laugh and Roar began in the 
Audience, till it frighted poor Warren {fo much, that 
with the Bier at his Tail, he threw down Ca//fa (Mrs. 
Barry) and overwhelm’d her with the Table, Lamp, 
Book, Bones, together with‘all the Lumber of the Char- 
nel-Houfe; hé'tuge’d, till he broke off his ‘Trammels, 
and made his Efcape’; and the Play for once, ended) with 
immoderateFits of Laughter,even the grave Mr. Betrerton, 


Smil d inthe Tumult,.and enjoy’ d the Storm. 


Bat. he. would. not let the Fair Penztent? be played-any 
more that Seafon, till poor Warren's Mifcondut, was 


fomething forgot, spe 
Pete 
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Performers are trafted with them, and a good 
Prologue’ and Epifogue, have’ often help’d’ “a 
bad Play out of the Mire, or at leait fend the 
Audience Home a little better humour’d. 


ee TT OO an 


Defign’d for Mrs. Wo.k F 1 NG TON in the 
CharaGer- ot a Volunteer. 


Enters reading the Gazette. 


URSE on all Comards !. fayl—why—blefs 
my Eyes— , 
No-—n0—it can’t be true-—this Gazette lies— 
Our Men Retreat before a Scrub Banditti, 
Who foarce could fright the Buff coats of the City ! 
Well—if ’tis fo, and that our Men won't fand, 
°Tis time we Women, take the.thing,in.hand— 
Thus, in my Country’s Caufe I now appear 
A bold, fmart Khevenhuller Volunteer-— 
And really, mark fome Heroes inthe Nation, 
You'll think this no. unnatural Transformation ; 
For if in Valour real Manhood hes | 
All Cowards ave but——Women ia.Difeuife— 
They cry thefe Rebels are. fo: ftout and,tall, 
Ah! Lard! I'd lower, the proudeft(ofthem-all. 
Try but my Courage, place mein the Van, 
And-poft me, ¢f I don’t bring down my Man— 
Had we an. Army of fach charging Weushes, 
What Man @ye think woud dave to attack our 
Trenches ¢ 
0! 
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O! bow the Cannon of our Eyes would maul’em, 

But our mask’d Batterjes—Lud lL; how.they would 
gall em! 

No Rebel *gainft fuch Force. dur(} takethe Field— 

For damme! we woud die before we'd yield ! 

foking apart; we Women have ftxong Reafon 

To ftop the Progrefs of this Popith Treafon , 

For now when Female Liberty's at.ftake, 

All Women ought to buftle for-its Sake. 

Should thefe audacious Sons of Rome prevail, 

Vows, Convents, and that Heathen Thing a Veil 

Muft come in Fafbion, and fuch Inftitutions 

Would [uit but oddly with our Conftitutions, 

EVhat cay Coquet would like a Nun’s Profelfion, 

And I've fome private Reafons °ghinft Confeffion, 

Befides our good’ Men’ Ff the Church, they fay,’ 

(Who i ac thank Heav'n, may Love, as well as 
Pray 

Muft thew be only wed to cloyfter’d Houfes— 

Hold} there we are fobs’ ad of twenty ‘Thoufand 
Spoupes. © 

And faith-no bad ones, as-T am told—then judge ye 

Is’t fit we'lofe ouy—Beneft of Clergy ? : 

In Freedom'sCaufe, ye Patriot Fair Bil. 

Exert the facred’ Influence of your Eyés ! 

On valiant Merit, deiga' alone to fmile, 

And vindicare she Glory of ¢ our Ie; 

To n0 bafe Coward? vender up your Charms, 

Disband the Lover'who deferts his Arms 3 

Sofball you fire each*Hero to his Duty, «9% 

And Britith Rights ed d by Britifh Beauty. 
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